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PEEFACE. 



BsAJDSBy — made iihe acquaintaEice of Mr. Paul 
Moiphy^ the hero of this hmUxj, at the Chess Con- 
gress held in New York, in October^ 1857^ and then 
felt satisfied that lie would prove himself the first of 
living dhess-players. On his arrival in Europe, I 
naturally felt desirous that my impressions should be 
verified, and was inseparable irom him, imtil shortly 
before his departure for the New World. 

I have written as the eye-\^itne8S of the fiicts herein 
contained, knowing that if / did not chronicle the his- 
tory of Paul Morphy^s travels in Europe, nobody could. 
I have endeavoured to make my story as readable and 
anecdotical as possible, and trust that it may iuad 
many tyros to the study of our noble game. 
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PE£FAC£. 



I am much indebted^ in the ibllo\\iiig pages, to 
the kind assistance of that able writer and veteran 
chess-player, Mr. George Walker, who has furnished 
me with most of the very intereBtuig and valuable 
infonnation contaizied in the fourth chapter of this 
work. I am likewise under obligations to Herr 
Ldwenthal for many anecdotes relating to chess 
celebrities of the past, and other information; and 
also to Mr. G^rge Medley, Honorary Secretary of 
the London Chess dub, and Mr. Bies, of the Divan. 

The cuts with which this work is embellished have 
been engraved by the well-known Brothers DalzieL 
The portrait of Paul Morphy, copied from a photo- 
graph taken shortly after his arrival in London last 
year, is an excellent likeness. The portraits of 
Messrs. Staunton, Boden, Anderssen, and Lowenthal, 
are copies of photographs. The originals of Messrs. 
Saint Amant and Harruitz are admirably executed 
lithographs of those gentlemen, taken about four 
years ago, and that of Mr. Mongiedien is copied from 
a photograph kindly lent lor the purpose. I am under 
great obligations to Mr. Lewis, who came to London 
expressly to sit for his lik^ess; and I feel assured 
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that my readers will value this ''very form and 
feature" of an amateur who was fiunous before 

Labourdomiais was known outside the Jbtegence ; and 
whose works are found ui every chess-player's library. 
The portrait of Mr. Gteorge Walker is from an oil 
paintbg, for which he sat five years ago; since 
which time he has grown, in appearance, ten years 
younger. 

These portraits will be of great interest to all 
ehess-players, and I only hope my story may prove 
equally so. 

THE AUTHOB. 

London, Juiy, 1S59. 
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CHAPTEE L 
hobphy's hbst games* 

** Is in the yory May-mom of his youth, 
Bipe for eacploits and mighty cntei7)rises.'' 

JL Henry F,, Act L, JSe. 2, 

Paul Moepht made his first move in the Ghime of 
Life in the city of New Qrleaaa, in the month of 
June, 1837. - His &ther was bom of Spanish parents 

in the State of iSouth Carolina, and his mother's &mily 
was Erench, long settled in the West Indies. He has^ 
therefore, no tinge of Anglo*Saxon blood in his yeins. 

Paul Morphy's fether, Judge Morphy, of the Su- 
preme Court of Louisiana, beguiled his leisure hours 
with the iasdnations of Chess, and, finding a preco<- 
dous aptitude for the game in his son, he taught him 
the moves and the \ alue of the vajL'iuua jjicces. lu the 
language of somebody ^ — 

/''t B 
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*^ To teach the yoong Paul chesa. 
His leisure he'd employ; 
Until, atlasty the old man 
Was heaten hj the boy.'' 

I have here spoilt a veiy pretty storj. The report 
Tims in American chess circles, that the young Paul 

learned the moves from seeing his father play with his 
uncle, Mr. Ei*nest Morphy, long ranking amongst the 
first players in the Union, and one of the brightest 
living ornaments of Trans- Atlantic chess. One even- 
ing — so runs the tale — this gentleman awaited the 
arriyal of the Judge, when Master Paul impudentiy 
offered to be his antagonist. What was the unde^s 
a.sLuuiislmiont at fniding the stripling a match for his 
deepest combuiations, and what the &ther*s surprise 
on discovering a very Philidor in his son of ten years 1 
Deschapelles became a first-rate player in three days, 
at the age of something like tliii^ty. Nobody ever be- 
lieved the statement, not even Deschapelles himself, 
although his biographer declares he had told the lie so 
often that ho at last forgot the facts of the case. But 
the story about Moi-piiy beats the Deschapelles story 
in the proportion of thirty to ten. I sorroviiully con- 
fess that my heroes unromantic regard for truth makes 
him characterize the above statement as a humbug and 
an impossibility, 

Paul's genius for Ghees was, very properly, not per- 
mitted to interfere with his educational pursuits. At 
college (in South Carolina) until eighteen years of age, 
he had but little time for indulgence in his &vorite 
game, nor did he find any one capable of contending 
with him. When the vaeations allowed of his play- 
ing agauist such adepts as his lather and uncle, or 
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such well-knawn paladins as Mr. Ernest Bousseau^ of 

New Orleans^ and Judi^e Meek, of Alabama, he soon 
showed himself .superior to all antagonists. In the 
autumn of 1849, Heir Lowenthal, the celebrated 
Hungarian player, visited the Crescent CSty, and out 
of three games against the young Paul, then but 
twelve years old, he lost two and drew one. It is but 
reasonable to suppose that the desire of atoning for 
this defeat liad something to do w ith Herr Lowcuthars 
chaUeiiguig Ms youthM victor, on his arrival last year 
in Europe. 
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THB HBST AMEEICAN chess 0017GBESS. 

" And let them know 

Of what a moiiarchj you are the head." 

Jf. Henry k\, Act II., Sc. 4. 

A OIBCITLAE was issued by the New York Chess dub, 
in the month of April, 1857, "for the purpose of 

ascertaining the feasibility and propriety of a general 
assemblage of the chess players resident in America.'' 
This "met with a hearty and zealous response from 
the amateurs and clubs of the United States. So 
Ikvorabie was the feeling every where manifested, that 
it was deemed advisable to proceed with the imder- 
taking, and to complete at once the preliminary 
arrangements." * In consideration of the uiovement 
having been initiated by the New York Chess Club, it 
was conceded that the meeting should take place in 
that city. 

Some of tlie founders of the New York Chess Club 
still live to do honor to tlie game. I believe that 
Mr. James Thompson and Colonel Mead suckled the 
bantling in times of yore, sometimes forming tlie entire 
of the Club without assistance. In that day of small 
things, I believe, too, they defeated the Norfolk (Va.) 

* Pvospectu of The Natkmal CheM CoogresB.'' 
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Olub, proving themselyes just two too many for their 

opponents. Then they travelled about firom house to 
house, as their members increased \iith the arrival of 
Mr. C!harle8 H. Stanley, Mr. Frederick Perrm, and 
others. About 1855 or 1856, the Club made the acqui- 
sition of two enterprising 3 ouiig players, Mr. Theodore 
liehtenhein and Mr. I^uiiel W. fiske; and to the. 
. latter gentleman is due the credit of first suggesting 
tMs Chess Congress, which made known to iiime the 
genius of Paul Morphy. 

In the summer of 1857, being then engaged on the 
New York Thunderer," or, as it is generally called 
by Americans, *' The Satanic," I used occasionally to 
tumble into the basement of an edifice opposite the 
newspaper office, where a jolly, i&t German, with a 
never -to -be -remembered name, regaled his visitors 
upon sausages and " lager." Here the members of the* 
CSieBS Club were wont to congregate; for the landlord 
had provided chessmen and boards as an inducement 
to visitors. 

The basements of the largest buildings in !New York 
are almost invariably devoted to the purposes of res* 
taurants, ca£$s, or drinking saloons, and are fitted up 
with a richness and, in some cases, a taste, only to be 
equalled in Paris. The basement in question was the 
didlj resort of numerous literary men, especiaUy 
newspaper reporters, who kept in a comer by them- 
selves. Tour reporter, the world over, is a beinp: sni 
generis, lie is in the world, but not of the world. 
He lives by the stupidities, fidlings, and misfortunes 
of mankind, as lawyers, doctors, and the clergy do by 
their sins. He has a nerv^ons, rabid look, as though 
constantly running si&&s: items had interfered with 
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his digestion^ and rendered him incurably dyspeptic* 
\V ho ever saw a fat reporter ? Eveiy mother's son of 
them is modelled on — 

*• The Icaa and hungry Cassius." 

One afternoon being engaged in a game with a 
brother reporter, a gentleman, whom I subsequently 
learned was Mir. Theodore Liohtenhein^ stepped up to 
us, and put into our hands the prospectus of tlie ap- 
proaching Chess Congress^ stating his opinion that an 
event of so much importance merited newspaper pub- 
Ucity. So began my acquaintance with American chess 
amateurs. Although possessing but little skill as a 
player^ I had a strong liking lor the game, and de* 
tennined that everything in my power should be done 
to render the meetnig successful. 

My visits to the saloon, and eventually to the Club, 
became frequent, and the Committee of Maaagement, 
finding that I both could and would work, did me the 
honor of appointing me one of the secretaries. 

The Congress was advertised to open on the 6th of 
October, but players began to arrive some weeks pre- 
viously. First of camo Judge Meek, of Alabama, 
as noble a specimen of a man as ever stood six-foot- 
four in any shoes. Soon after him followed Mr. Louis 
Paulsen, fi^om Dubuque, Iowa, whose astonishing blind- 
fold feats out West were the theme of general talk, 
and almost total disbelief, amongst Eastern players. 
Prom Judge Meek we first heard of PauL Morphy's 
wondrous strength, lie iuld the New York Club that 
if the youthM Louisianian entered the tournament, 
he would in&Uibly wrest the pahn of victory from all 
competition. This excited the ire of a bumptious in<* 
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^lividual, who immediately replied, — Ah, you think 
80, Judge, because he beats jou;'' but the reault 
proved that, against the Judge's opinion, there was no 

appeal. 

We were much airaid, nevertheless, that Mr. Mor- 
phj would be unable to quit his legal studies for the 
purpose of attending the Congress, but when Mr. 
Fiske announced the receipt of a telegraphic despatch, 
which stated that he was en rotUe^ every body hailed 
the news with satis&ction. Mr. Patilsen now came to 
the support of Judge Meek, and dcclai ed that Paul 
Morphy would carry off the first prize in the tourna- 
ment, giving, as the grounds of his opinion, some two 
or three published games of the young Louisianian, 
which he considered \\ orthy to rank with the finest 
master-pieces of chess strategy. Benignant fate, a 
soxmd Missisippi steamboat boiler, and a railroad 
train, only three quarters of an hour behind time, 
brought the young hero safely to New York, some two 
days before the assembling of the Congress. 

Who tiiat was present that evening does not re- 
member Paul Morphy's first appearance at the New- 
York Chess Club ? Tlie secretary, Mr. Frederick 
Perrin, valorously offered to be his first antagonist, and 
presented about the same resistance as a nuisquito to 
an avalanche. After some time, who should enter the 
room but that light of other days," the warrior Stan- 
ley, tomahawk in one hand and the scalps of Schulten 
and Eousseau in the other. Loud cries were made 
for Stanley I Stanley !" and Mr. Perrin resigned his 
seat to the new-comer, in deference to so general a 
request. Then commenced a contest, or rather a suc- 
cession of contests, in which Mr. Stanley was indeed 
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Mtonished. Mate" followed upon mate/' until he 

arose fpom his chair under the impression that he was a 
rice £eldy and Murphy an elephant charging through him. 

The following day, the assembled delates and 
amateurs from the various dubs, organized the Con* 
gress hj the election of a prtbident, in the person of 
Judge Meek, with Mr. Fiske as secretary, lour assist- 
ant secretaries, marshals, treasurer, etc. All these 
matters of detail, as well as the games played, the laws 
passed, etc., etc., vAU eventually appear in the long- 
looked-for ''Book of the Congress," forthcoming wifli 
the completion of the British Museum Catalogue/^ 

In the absence of the " Book of the Congress,'* I 
must give a slight sketch of its proceedings, in order 
to trace the career of Paul Morphy ab initio. After 
taking possession of the magnificent hall which the 
New York Committee of Management had chosen for 
the meeting, the sixteen contestants in the Grand 
Tournament, proceeded to pair tiiemsdves off by lot. 
Never was late more propitious than on this oecasion, 
in coupling the antagonists. It is obvious, that, how- 
ever apparently equal in strength two opponents may 
be, one will prove stronger than the other. This is an 
axiom requiring no proof. Out of sixteen, one is better 
than the rest, and one out of the remaining fifteen is 
stronger than the fourteen others. The latter player 
may be drawTi in the first round of the toumay \^'ith 
the former, and though he stand ancomparably tlie 
superior of all but one, he loses every chance of a prize 
by being put immediately hars du €<mhat* 

Amongst the sixteen players who entered the lists, 
two were immistakabiy the strongest, namely, Messrs. 
Morphy and Paulsen ; and much fear was manifiBsted 
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lest they might be drawn together^ in the first round. 
Such, however, was not the case. Mr. Paulsen was 

coupled with iVIr. Dennis Julien, the well-know u pro- 
blem maker, and a gentleman whose hospitality to chess 
players scarcely requires praise from me. Mr. Julien 
had allowed his name to be entered in the Grand Tour- 
nament in the absence of the representative oJt' Connec- 
ticut, Mr. S. K Oalthrop, but the latter player arrmng 
shartty after, Mr. Julien was but too happy to resign 
in his favor. Mr. Morphy's antagonist was JNIr. James 
Thompson, of New York, a gentleman who iinished 
his chess education at tiie Oa£^ de la B^gence and the 
London Chess Divan, noted for the brilliancy and 
daring of his attack, and his pertinacity in playing the 
Evans' Gambit whenever he has a chance. If Mr. 
Thompson had not been pitted against such a terrible 
opponent in the first round, he would have made some 
of the other players feel uncomfortable. 

Mr. Morphy's second opponent was Judge Meek. 
As they took their seats opposite each other, one 
thought of David and Goliath ; not that the J udge 
gasconaded in any wise after the fashion of the tall 
Philistine, for modesty adorns all his actions; but 
there was as nmrh (iitierence in cubic contents between 
the two antagomsts, as between the son of Jesso and 
the bully of Gath,and in both cases the little one came 
out biggest. Judge Meek sat down with an evident 
conviction of the result, and although he assm^ed his 
youthful opponent, that if he continued mating him 
without ever allowing him the least chance, he would 
put him in his pocket, he consoled himself with the re- 
flection that Paul Morphy would serve every body else 
as he served him. 
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Hitherto our hero had won every game. Li the 
third round he encountered the atrongeet plajer of 

the New York Club. Mr. Theodore Liehtenhein, a 
g^tlemaii who had fornieriy been President of the 
Verde des Echies at Konigebuigy in Pruaaiay and ia an 
adiiiirable exponent of the Berlin school of play. JNir. 
Lichteniieiii eventuallj carried oif the third prke in 
the tournament^ and although he did not win any 
game from Mr. Morphy, he auoceeded in effecting a 
draw," whicli, against such a terrible enemy, ii> almost 
worthy of being esteemed a victory* 

Mr. Paulsen hadalso been successful in the first and 
second roinids without losing or drawing a single game, 
and, as if to keep even \vith his great rival, be, too, 
had made a draw" in the third section of the tourna- 
ment — with Dr. Baphael, of Kentucky. Now was to 
be decided the championship of the New World, and 
notwithstanding that the majority anticipated the re* 
suit, yet many of the spectators thought that the 
Western knight might prove a hard nut for Morphy 
to crack. Mr. Paulsen's game is steady and analytical 
to a nicety. Modelling his operations on profound 
acquaintance with Philidor, he makes as much out of 
his Pawns as nio.^t others of their Pieces. In reply to 
Mons. de liivi^re, I once heard Morphy say, Mr. 
Paulsen never makes an oversight ; I sometimes do." 

It is only justice to Mr. Paulsen to state, that he 
never for one moment imagined that he would beat 
Mr. Morphy. So exalted was his appreciation of ike 
latter^s wondrous powers of combination, that he has 
been frequently heard to declare — If Anderssen and 
Staunton were here, they would stand no chance with 
Paul Morphy ; and he would beat Philidor and La* 
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bourdoimaisy too, if thejr were alive/' And wheii, 

after the termination of the Congress, ^Ir. ]\[orphy 
offered Pawn and Move to all and every plajer in 
America, Mr. Paulsen declared that he coiidd easily 
give those odds to him. But this inTariable confes- 
sion of inlerionty did not at all interfere with his 
doing the utmost to become victor, although supre- 
macy was only to be decided by one player scoring 
five games. If I recollect rightly, it was in the third 
game that Mr. Morphy committed an error, which 
spoiled one of the finest combinations ev^ seen on a 
chess-board. This combination consisted of some 
eighteen or twent\' moves, and its starting point was 
one of those dariiig sacrilices which Eiu'opean players 
dignify with the title Morphy Certain of the 
inevitable result (humannm est errare almost loses its 
siguiiication when applied to his coinbniations), our 
hero played rapidly, and misplaced a move. The re- 
sult was, loss of attack and a piece, and apparently of 
the game ; the most ardent admirer of Paid Morphy 
believed it was impossible for him to avoid defeat. 
But, though angry ynUi himself for his carelessness, 
he was not disheartened, but set to work with courage, 
and effected **a draw." The latter part of this game 
is a masterpiece of perseverance and strategy. The 
result of the tournament is well known. Mr. Morphy 
won five crames, drew one, and lost one in the conclud- 
ing section — oidy one battle lost dui^ing the entire 
campaign. The annals of chess do not furnish a similar 
victory. 
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HOBiraCt TnVBABXB TO 8TABT TOB SUBOPE. 

** Seems to prepare his way : so let him land ; 
And, solenmiy, see him ^<-t on to London.'* 

K. Henry F., Act Chorus. 

ABBimra in Europe three months before Mr « Marpkj, 
I was in some sort — not from any consent or know- 
ledge on his part — his avant-courier ; and the fact of 
iny having been one of the Secretaries at the New 
York Chess Congress, joined to mj acqnaintance with 
him, afforded me the opportunity of conversing fre- 
quently with prominent English players in reference 
to this new meteor in the chess firmament. 

Shortly after my arrival in London, I called upon 
the Secretary of the St. George's Chess Club, Thomas 
Hampton, Esq., and introduced my sell' to him. Chess 
is a bond of brotherhood amongst all lovers of the 
noble game, as perfect as freemasonry. It is a leveller 
of rank — ^title, wealth, nationality, politics, religion — 
all are forgotten across the board. Every chess-player 
recognises this, and none more so than Mr. Hampton, 
who gave me the warmest of welcomes. He told me 
that every Saturday there was a full attendance of 
members, ^d kindly invited me to visit the dub on 
that day, promising to introduce me to Mr. Staunt(m. 
I was but too happy to accept this invitation^ being 
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desirous of learning how &r iihe prowess of Paul Mor- 
phy was appreciated by one so eminent in the chess 

world. 

My acquaintance with the young Ammcan was a 
passport of general interest to all present on the fol- 

lo\^uig Saturday. In addition to Staunton, I met 
there Herr Falkbeer, Messrs. Barnes, Bird, ** Alter," 
and other luminaries, and many were the questions 
asked in reference to Mr. Morphy. But I am bound 
to say that the feeling with which he was regarded in 
the United States was not participated in by English 
players. I wan told by one genlieman — ** Mr. Mor- 
phy's games are very pretty, but they will not bear the 
test of analysis." Another said — and his opinion was 
tmiyersally endorsed — It is quite possible that Mr. 
Morphy may arriye at the highest rank; nay, even 
that he may Ijocome a second Labourdonnais, but he 
cannot ha\ ( the ^irciigth his admiring countrymen 
wish to believe. Chess requires many long years of 
attentive study, and frequent play with the best 
players, and neither of these your friend has had. De- 
pend upon it, he will find European amateurs very 
different opponents from those he has hitherto encoun- 
tered.'* This rather nettled me, but it w as rea^sonable 
and just. Any one possessing the slightest acquaint- 
ance with the game knows that it partakes more of 
hard, laborious application to arrive at first-rate skill 
than of mere pastime. Very few of Morphy's games 
had been seen in Europe, and his opponents were not, 
certainly, of a chiss to rank with the Stauntons, Low- 
enthals, and Anderssens of the Old World. Was it 
reasonable to suppose that a youth, just out of his 
teens, who had devoted but little time to chess, and 
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wlio was about to meet fii'st-rate players for the first 
time, should possess the ejq[^enoe and ^re of men 
double his age ? At the present time, now that he 
has uninistukably proved liimsell' the superior of all 
living players, 1 ieei utterly at a loss to solve the pro- 
blem of his akili. At college until eighteen years old, 
what time coidd he find there, except out of school 
hours, for the required practice, and what antagonists 
worthy of him ? From eighteen to twenty, he was 
engaged in reading for the Bar. During that period 
he was as frequent a visitor at the Chess Club a.s cir- 
cumstances would permit, but certainly not sultieieiitiy 
80 to increase his strength. Who were his antago- 
nists? His father had almost entirely abandoned 
chess ; Mr. Ernest Morpby had settled in **the West," 
and jVIt. iiousseau, absorbed in the sterner duties of 
life, held the same relation to the game as Mr. liewis 
in Enghind. To one and all of his opponents, except 
these gentlemen, he could give the rook ; and playmg 
at odds is somewhat different ^m contending with 
even players. He met strong players for the first 
time at ]Vew York. Paulsen, Lichtenheiii, Thompson, 
Montgomery, Marache, w^ere all northern players, and 
new to him, and vastly superior to the antagonists he 
had previously encoimtered. There is but one way to 
account for his annilulation of all precedent. His 
skill is intuitive, and I doubt much whether his pro- 
digious memory has been of assistance to him. In 
answer to a gentleman in Paris as to whether he 
had not studied many works on chess, I heard him 
state that no author had been of much value to him, 
and that he w« artonished at finding variom poritiona 
and solutions given as novel — certain moves producing 
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oertain results, etc.| far that Ju had made the mwe ^^e^ 
ducHons himself^ oi neee$$ary eomsqtienees. In like 

manner, Xewton demonstrated, in his own mind, the 
probleias of Euclid, the enunciatioiiH only being given ; 
and I can think of no more suitable epithet for Morf^y 
than to call him " the Newton of Chess/' 

But revenom d ms moutons. Murphy's achievements 
at the Congretis in New York induced many to believe 
tiist America now possessed a champion capable of 
contending w ith the proficients of Europe, and it was 
proposed that he should be backed by the American 
Chess Association against any player who would take 
up the challenge. I am sorry to say that the action 
of certain prominent men prevented the gauntlet being 
thrown down. These gentlemen said, ''He beats us 
because he is better versed in the openings, but such 
players as Lowenthal and Ilarrwitz will be too strong 
for him. He wants experience, and were we to make 
this national challenge, we should appear ridiculous 
when our champion is defeated, which he certainly 
would be." The proposal, however, got noised abroad, 
mid the following paragrapli appeared, in consequence, 
in the *^ Illustrated London News — 



« CHALLENGE TO EUROPEAN CHESS PLAYERS.* 

" The American Chess Association, it is reported, 
are about to challenge any player in Europe to contest 
a match with the young victor in the late passage at 

arms, for from if 2,000 to S5,000 a side, the place of 
meeting being New York. If the battle-ground were 

* IQustrated London News, Deoember 26, 1857. 
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to be London or Paris, there can be little doubt, we 
apprehend^ that a European champion would be found ; 
but the best players in Europe are not chess profes-* 
sionals, but have other and more serious avocations, 
the interests of which forbid such an expenditure of 
time as is required for a Tojage to the United States 
and back again.'' 

I w ould say, by way of parenthesis, that such a 
being as a professional chess player does not exist in 
the United States. Paulsen is a tobacco broker, with 
tendencies to speculating in corner lots." (Western 
men know what that means.) lichtenliein deals in dry* 
goods, dry wines, and Italian opera ; Thompson is the 
proprietor of a magmficent restaurant ; Colonel Mead 
devotes himself to democratic cabals at the New York 
Hotel ; Kske is an admixture of the Chess Monthly, 
the Aster Library, and Scandinavian literature ; Perrin 
and Marache are bothered daily with banks, " bears," 
and " bulls/' Chess professionals, indeed ! they do not 
grow in the United States, 

Mr. Morphy returned to his native city without 
any further action having been taken, but the New 
Orleans Chess dub determined that the challenge 
should be made, and they addressed the following 
letter to Mr. Staunton, at the commencem^t of last 
year : — 

New Obleaks, February 4, 1868. ~ 

HowABB Stauktok, Esq., 

" Sir, — On behalf of the New Orleans Cliess Club, 
and in compliance with the instructions of that body, 
we, the undersigned committee, have the honor to in- 
vite you to visit our city, and there meet Mr. Paul 
Morphy in a chess match. In transmitting this invi- 
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tation, permit us to obsenre^ that we are prompted no 
less b5r the desire to become personally acquainted with 

one v boiii we have so 1oii<j: adniij^ed. than bv the very 
neural anxiety to ascertain the strength ol our Ameri- 
can players by tiie deeisiye criterion o£ actual conflict 
oyer the board. 

"We call see no valid reason why an exercise so in- 
tellectual and ennobling as chess, should be excluded 
from the generous rivalry which exists between the 
Old and the New Woi'ld, in all branches of hum an 
knowledge and industry. That the spurit of emulation 
from which this riyaby arises has not, hitherto, been 
made to embrace our chiyalrous game, may be mainly 
ascribed to the fact that, althoni:}! the general atten- 
tion paid to chess in the United States during the last 
fifteen years has produced a number of fine players, 
yet their relative force remained undetermined, and 
none could assert an indisputable right to pre-eminence. 
The late Chess Congress has, howeyer, remoyed this 
obstacle, by finally settlings the claims of the seyeral 
aspirants to the championship ; and it must now be a 
matter of general desire to fix, by actual contest with 
the best European amateurs, the rank which American 
players shall hold in the hierarchy of chess. 

" l or this purpose it was suggested that Mr. Morphy, 
the winner at the late Congress, and the present Ame- 
rican champion, should cross the ocean, and boldly 
encounter the distinguished magnates of the trans- 
atlantic chess circles; but it unfortunately happens 
that serious fikmily reasons forbid Mr. Morphy, for the 
present, to enterialu the thought of visiting Europe. 
It, therefore, becomes necessary to arrange, if possible, 
a meeting between the latter and the acknowledged 
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European champion, in regard to whom th&re can Se 
no scope for choice or hesitation — ^the common voice of 

the chess world pronounces your name [Que.'ftion ] ; 
and to us it is a subject oi coxiigratulatioii that the 
sceptre of transathmtic chess is melded by one who, 
with respect to regolarity of communication between 
the two countries, and for other reasons, enjoys faci- 
lities for accepting our invitation possessed by no other 
European player. 

*'We take the liberty herewith to inclose a series of 
proposed * terms of the match,' which has been drawn 
up, not for the purpose of imposing conditions, but 
with a view to obviate the necessity of repeated cor- 
respondence. ' We have been studious to make these 
terms as equitable as possible, and to include all 
matters upon- whidi contestation was likely to arise. 
Ton are respectfully invited to suggest any alterations 
which you may deem advisable, not only in the minor 
points embraced, but also as to the amount of the 
stakes, the time fixed for the commencement of the 
match, &c., &o. 

" FuUy subscribing to the wisdom of the proposal 
made by you in the introduction to the * Book of the 
Tournament,' we beg leave to express our entire will- 
ingness to insert a clause providing that ' one-half 
at least' (or even aU) <of the games shall be opm 
ones.' 

In conclusion, Sir, receive the assurance that it 
will £^brd us extreme pleasure to welcome among us a 
gentieman, who is as greatiy admired for his powers 
in play, as he is esteemed for his many and valuable 
contributions to the literature of chess. 

Hoping soon to receive a fiivorable answer, we 
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remain, mth distmgiiished regard, your obedient ser* 

E. W. Halsey, Chas. a. Maubian, Jr. 
Fbanois Michinabj>i p. E. Bohj^ud, 
K Paudxly." 

TERMS OF THE MATCH. 

1. The amount of the stakes, on each side, to be 

five thousand dollars, and the wii nu r of the first 
eleven games to be declared the victor, and entitled to 
the stakes. 

2. The match to be played in the city of Kew 
Orleans. 

3. Should the English player lose the match, the 
sum of one thousand dollars (^200) to be paid to him 
out of the stakes, in reimbursement of the expenses 
incurred by him in accepting this challenge. 

4. The games to be conducted in accordance \(dth 
the rules laid down in Mr, Htaunton's Chess Player's 
Handbook." 

5. The parties to play with Staunton chessmen of 
the usual dub-size, and on a board of corresponding 

dimensions, 

6. The match to be commenced on or about the 
Ist of May, 1858, (or on any other day during the 
present year most agreeable to Mr. Staunton), and to - 

be continued at not less than four sittings each \^ eek. 

7. In order that the stay of the English player in 
New Orleans be not unnecessarily prolonged, he shall 
have the right to fix the hours of play at from ten 
o'clock A.M., to two P.M., and from six to ten o'clock 
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8. The time occupied in deliberatiiig rni any move 
shall not exceed thirty minutes. 

9. The right to publish the games is reserved exclu- 
sively to the contestants, subject only to such private 
arrangements as they may agree upon. 

10. The stakes on the part of Mr. Staunton, to be 
deposited prior to the commencement of the match in 

the hands of ^ ; and those on the part of Mr. 

Morphy, in thehands of Eugene Bousseau^Bsq.^ cashier 
of the Citizens' Bank of Louisiana. 

On the 3rd of April, Mr. Staunton replied to this 
very flattering communication as follows, through the 
" Illustrated London News : • 

** Proposed Chess Match betwee?^ Exgland ajud 
Amebica fob Onb Thousand Pounds a Side. — We have 
been fitvored with a copy of the defi which the friends 
of Mr. Paid ]\Iorphy, the chess champion of the United 
States, have transmitted to Mr. Staunton. The terms 
of this eartd are distinguished by extreme courtesy, 
and with one notable exception, by extreme liberality 
also. The exception in question, however, (we refer to 
the clause which stipulates that the combat shall take 
place in New Orleans !) appears to us utterly &tal to 
the match ; and \vl iiuist confess our astonishment that 
the intelligent gentlemen w^ho drew up the conditions 
did not themselves discover this. Could it possibly 
escape their penetration, that if Mr. Paul Morphy, a 
young gentleman without famdy ties or professional 
claims upon his attention^ finds it inconvenient to 
anticipate, by a few months^ an intended voyage to 
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Europe, his proposed antagOTiist, who is well known 
ior years to have been compelied^ by laborious literacy 
oocupatioiiy to abandon the practice of chess beyond 
the indulgence of an occasional game, must find it ixot 
merely inconveuient, but positively impracticable, to 
cast aside all engagements^ and undertake a journey of 
many thousand miles for the sake of a chess-encounter? 
Surelv the idea of such a sacrifice is not admissible 
for a single moment. If Mr. Morphy — for whose 
skill we entertain the liveliest admiration — be desirous 
to win his spurs among the chess chivalry of Euro])e, 
he must take advantage of his purposed visit next 
year; he will then meet in this counlay, in Prance, in 
Gtermany, and in Bussia, many champions whose names 
must be as household words to liim, ready to test and 
do honor to his prowess." 

Can this mean aught else tkan, '* Come over to 
England, and I will play you 1^ " 
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CHESS IK ESTGLAin), 8IK0B PHIIIDOB. 

Awake remembrance of these valiant dead, 
And with yomr puissant arm renew their feats.*' 

K. Henry V., Act I., Sc, 2. 

Most of us "kno^\ liow Box," when called upon by 
"Cox," to give explanations of the improper attentions 
he (Box) was paying to C's wife, hums and haws, and 
begins, Towards the close of the sixteenth century;" 
when Cox very properly cries out, " What the deuce 
has the sixteenth century to do with my wife?" 
Many of my readers may, like Cox, want to know * 
what a iD^eat deal my book contains has to do \^ ith 
Paul Morphy ; all I have to say, in reply, is, — if jou 
don't Hke it, skip it; more especially the following 
thirty pages, which, nevertheless, will be interesting 
to all chess-players. 

Chess seems to have first acquired social import- 
ance in England during Philidor's residence amongst 
us. Judging from the number of titled names attached 
to his work as subscribers, the British aristocracy were, 
in his time, much given to Hie game, but nous avons 
change tout cela," and the English nobility nowadays, 
with but a few notable exceptions, confine their 
abilities to Tattersall's" and Aunt Sally." 
"What a fill was there, my countrymen I" 
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Surely the King of Games/' which has eiiH^sted 
amongst its votaries such names as that of the victor 

of Ciilloden, and his rival, Marechal Saxe — without 
enumerating those of all the greatest warriors of many 
centuries, — ^might still ofier inducements to their com- 
porativeljr unknown deseendants. We have thousands 
of men, composing the British aristocracy, at a loss to 
get rid of their time ; sauntering down to their clubs 
at mid-day ; listlessly turning over the leaves of maga- 
jdnes and reviews, until their diiaier-lioiir arrives. 
Why, in the name of common sense, do not these men 
learn sometfanig of chess, and thus provide themselves 
with a pastime which not merely hastens Time's 
chariot- wheels, but quickens the intellect ? One gets 
tired of billiards, cards, horse-racing, etc. ; but your 
chessplayer becomes more enamoured of his game, the 

more lie knows of it. 

It may have been that gentlemen and nobles affixed 
their names to Philidor's book out of complimmt or 
charity, but it is doubtful wheflier their descendants 
would now do so, even from those considerations. 
Must we measure the capadfy of dukes and lords by 
that intellectual standard, Aunt Sally ? 

Phil id or certainly did much for chess, particularly 
in England, lie possessed peculiar advantages for so 
doing. In the first place, he had true talent; his . 
powers for playing blindfold excited extraordinary 
interest, at the time, not merely amongst chess-players, 
but especially with the titled crowd. His political 
antecedents increased the general interest, and, last 
and best of aU, he was a foreigner. If Pbilidor had 
been an Englishman he would hardly have sold a copy 
cf his book. 
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Philidor organised a chess dub in London^ which 
met at Parsloe^s Coffee House, St. James-street. At 

the present day little is known of that early associa- 
tion, and we cauiiot even tell whether the members 
were numerous. After his death, chess seems to have 
languished; Parsloe's clul) (kaggcd on its existence 
during some years, dying from inanition about 1825. 
The Jjondon Chess Club, first organized in 1807, kept 
alive the sacred fire ; but that was the only community 
in England during the first quarter of this century 
where the game was publicly played. Some years 
after the establishment of the London, the Edinburgh 
Chess Club started into existence. In 1833, a great 
impetus was given to the game by the commencement 
of a weekly chess article in the columns of Bell's 
Life in London.'^ Amateurs now had an organ which 
could record their achievements ; men, hitherto un- 
known beyond their private circles, felt that the 
opportunity was afforded them to become fiunoua 
throughout the country, and provincial clubs started 
up here and there. Chess-players cannot but regard 
that paper as a veiy nursing mother for Caissa, and 
certainly never hear it motioned but flidr thoughts 
revert to the veteran — Qeorge Walker. I once heard 
that gentleman relate the following anecdote as a proof 
of how little was known of chess, in England, previous 
to the year ] 833. 

Travelling towards the north somewhere about that 
period, he put up one night at an hotel in Stratford- 
upon-Avon. Now any man with music or poetry in 
his soul, would, under such circumstances, wander 
towards the home of 8hakspeare, or to his last resting-- 
place; provided always that fbar of rheumatism, or 
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influenza, did not render him regardful of the rain^ 
which then fell <^ like eats and dogs.'^ How to paBS 

the evciiiiig was the (juestion. Only one other tra- 
veller in the cottee-room, and he as uiuoinniunicative 
aa Englishmen proverbially are, Mr. Walker did not 
feel like going to bed at seven o^cIock in the evening, 
and the idea of throwing out " a feeler " struck hnn 
as interesting. '^Did Traveller play chess?'' Tra- 
veller did. Would he have a game?" Yes, he 
would. The waiter is thereupon sunuaoned, and 
ordered to bring in a set of chessmen. Waiter^ 
strongly suspidbus that Mr. Walker means skittles, 
finally awakens to consciousness, and, with a smile 
of triumph, produces a backgammon board. 

The very idea of an (^ponent obliterated all fear 
of the weather in Mr. Walker's breast, and he sallied 
fortli in quest of the desired pieces. Toyshops, libra- 
ries, etc., were entered, but the proprietors scarcely 
understood what was asked o£ them, and Mr. W. 
finally returned to the inn to dispatch " Boots" to the 
solicitor, doctor, and neighboring gentry — but all to 
no purpose. Thereupon mine host suggested a note 
to the parson, but that individual having just rendered 
himself famous for all time hy cutting down Shak- 
speare's mulberry tree, Mr. Walker replied that such 
a man could not possibly know anything of the game, 
and it would be useless to send to him. So the two 
travellers were forced to console themselves with the 
intricacies of draughts. 

After the death of Philidor, the strongest ))]ayers 
were Siirratt, De Boiu*blanc, Lewis, and Parkinson. 
Sarratt and Mr. Lewis may be looked upon as chess 
professors* We all know the story of the former's 
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playing with the great Napoleon, and the struggle 
between pride and courtesj (Yerj silly courtesy in- 
deed!) finally overoome by Samri^'s drawing every 
game. This could not have been a satis&ctory result 
to the *^ little Corporal/' for he never semned partial 
to leaving things in statu quo ante helium^ Silrratt 
was a scliooluia^iter, Parkinson an architect, and Mr. 
Ijewis comuienced life as a merchant's clerk, and 
eventually embarked in the manu&cture^ of piano- 
fortes. This information has nothing whatever to do 
with the reputation of the above gentlemen, as suc- 
cessors of Philidor^ and I only mention it because 
chess-players^ like other men, are not adverse to 
hearing what does not concern them. 

The continental blockade and long wars with Na- 
poleon isolated England from the rest of the world, 
and completed the decay and fidl of chess for a time. 
But tiie game did not languish in France and Grermany, 
About I82O9 the Holy Alliance (of Sovereigns against 
the people) began playing its pranks: proseribed 
fugitives, martyrs to liberty — soi-disant and otherwise — 
came over to England in shoals, and amongst them 
were to be found thorough adepts in the mysteries of 
chess. These refugees rekindled the fire in Britain. 
They brought with them new and unknown Crerman 
and Italian works, and made Englishmen acquainted 
with fir more extended information than could be 
found in Phili dor's meagre work. 

Before we enter on the new era of chess, I may add 
for the benefit of such of my readers as are not up*' 
in its history, that Lewis w^as the pupil of Sarratt, 
and McDonnell the pupii of Lewis. It is difficult, 
from the paudly of eiriftting data, to judge of the 
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stmigth of former players as compared with modem 
examples. Mr. Lewis had been aoeustomed, at one 

time, to give McDonnell pawn and two ; but, when 
these odds became too heayy, he declined playing 
longer^ and may be convdered to have retired from 
the arena. Mr. Walker thinks that, in their best 
play, Messrs. Sarratt and Leuis were a pawn below 
Morphy, and he ranks the latter with Labonrdonnaia 
and McDonnell, stating his belief that the two latter 
would have phi> ed up to a nuieh higher standard if 
provoked by defeat. Jfor my own part, I think it 
indisputable that the reputation of these two ])layer8 
is, at this day, mainly based on theu' eisfhty publislied 
games, and when llerr Lowenthal's much looked-for 
collection of Morphy's contests is published, we shall 
then be enabled to judge of the American's strength, 
as compared \^dth those celebrated masters. 

The influx of foreigners into London was introduc- 
tory to the establishment of numerous chess eirdes in 
different coffee-houses. Hundreds of '^exiled patriots," 
bearded Poles and Italians, congregated together to 
smoke and play chess, and soon infused a general pas- 
sion for the game amongst the Londoners* The first 
room specially devoted to chess, of \\ liich we have any 
account, was one opened by Mr. Gliddon, and this led 
to the establishment of the London Chess Divan. 



THE UOSlH>N CHSSS DIYAK* 

AVliat chess-player has not licaixl of this far-famed 
resort of the devotees of Caissa ? The Cafe de la lie- 
gence may be the Mecca of chess, but the Divan is in« 
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disputably its Medina. Chess Clubs have risen and 
fiillen^ and the fortunes of the survivors have waxed Or 

waned ; but the Div an flourishes in spring-tide glory, 
the Forum Eomafium for players of every clime and 
strength. Now mj readers must not suppose that I 
am about to attempt a history of the Divan in the 
Strand/' as the Cockneys call it; fori should then 
have to write the history of modem European chess. 
I merely intend a sketch, from which they will learn 
with how much reverence that classic spot is to be 
regarded, in the same way as the antiquaiy divined the 
glories of Babylon by a specimen brick from its ruins ; 
or as Professor Owen constructed the Megatherium 
from a toe-uaH and a bristle. 

Somewhere about the year 1S20, a tobacconist, 
named Gliddon, opened a room in the rear of his shop, 
King Street, Covent Garden, which he fitted up in 
Oriental style, and supplied with papers, chess periodi- 
cals and chess-boards, calling the establishment Olid* 
don's Divan." Amongst his patrons vras a Mr, Bern- 
hard Bies, who soon perceived that there was room in 
London for a simikr undertaking on a much laig^r 
scale. He accordingly opened a grand chess saloon in 
the building now occupied by the Divan. This was so 
£skr back as 1828. It was, at £rst, on the ground-floor, 
in the room known as Simpson's Bestaunint, but when 
Mr. Bich e up the establishment to his brother, the 
present proprietor, in 1836, that gentleman transferred 
the Divan to the vast saloon up stairs. In 1838^ Mr. 
Bies (No. 2) found the Westminster Chess dub suffer- 
ing from paralysis, its .smews (of war) benig grievously 
afl'ected. He purchased the good- will and furniture of 
the dub, giving the members private rooms on the 
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first-floor of his house for their exdusive use. The 

boards and men now in use at the Divan were made 
expressly for the Westminster Club when first esta- 
blished. The members in their new locale soon found 
that, whilst some twenty boards would be going in the 
public room, the game languished with them ; and, in 
the course of two years, tho club broke up and became 
absorbed in the Divan* This will invariablj be the 
case when a private and exclusive chess association 
holds its meetings contiguous to a public resort devoted 
to the same game. During the past year, the Paris 
Oerele d€8 JBekees, which met in rooms oyer the Gaf^ 
de la Rc^gence, found that the influence of the arena 
down stairs was too great ibr them, and they broke up 
their meetings, and are now to be found m mam in 
the public cafe. 

In 1842| Mr. Bies invited Labourdonnais to come 
oyer from Paris, and play exclusively at the Divan, 
which offer that great master accepted. But his eon- 
stitution was already shattered, and the malady which 
eventually oarried him otf interfered >^'ith his devoting 
much time to chess, and no matches of importance 
were played by him during the period. It was next 
door to the Divan, at No, f), Beaufort Buildings, in 
rooms taken for him by Mr. Bies, that Labourdonnais 
finally succumbed to that terrible antagonist who, 
whatever the opening may be, brings the game of life 
to one inevitable ending — death ! 

Who, known to &me in chess during the past quar- 
ter of a century, has not a^ssisted in makinc^ the Divan 
classic ground ? Of bygone palladins we might in- 
stance Fopard, Eraser, Szen, Daniels, Alexander, Wil^ 
tijaanSi Ferigal, and a host of others^ neyer for a mo- 
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ment forgettmg Labourdoimais aiid Kieseritzky. The 
yeteraiui Lewis and Walker made it a place of constant 
resort before thej withdrew from the chess aream. 

Li the Divan, Staunton rose from a Kiiight-player to 
first rate. St. Amant, Anderssen, Harrwitz, Horwitz, 
Klingy — in &cty all the great living celebrities — ^make it 
their house of call when iu Lcindou, whilst the brill iai it 
oor^s d' elite composing the phalanx of English players 
— Lowenthaly Boden, Barnes^ Bird, Lowe, Palkbeer, 
Wormald, Campbell, Zytogorsky, Brien, &c., &c., may 
frequently be found there, ready to meet all antago- 
nists. When Mr. Buckle casts a longing, lingering 
look behind" at his first love, he offers homage to 
Oaissii at tlie Divan. But we must stop, or we bimil 
iani run through the whole list of living players. 

In the room are busts of Lewis, Philidor, Labour- 
donnais, and other vteuaf de la veiUe, and the library is 
replete with all the chief works on chess. From noon 
to midnight, players of every shade of strength are to 
be met with ; — amateurs who learned the moves last 
week; professors \\ ho analyze openings, adepts invent- 
ing new deieuces, and editors who prove satisiactorily 
that the winner ought to have lost and the vanquidied 
to have plained. [SaUm to the Bivan 1 May it live a 
thousand years I] 

» • * • « 

The Divan has certainly done much to spread a 

liking for the gainc amongst the masses ; but, at the 
same time, it has somewhat interfered with the forma- 
tion of a flourishing West End Chess Club. There is 
no city in the world in which so much chess is played 
as London, and the British metropolis siiould certainly 
akow, at least, one dub numbering from 500 to 1,000 
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members. C3.ub life is an institution peculiar to Eng- . 
lishmen; divans, even when so well managed as Bies's, 

partake rather of the GtJlic element, being of the genm 
cafe. Your aristocratic Briton frequents not the public 
saloon^ preferring the oHvm cum dignUaU of the pri* 
vate club. I am aware that chess in England is not 
fostered by the upper ranks of society ; its amateurs 
«e to be found iniHidy in the iniddle cbBseB. Shop- 
men, elerks, professors of the arts, literary men, &c., 
form its rank and file. The majority of these — I speak 
of them as Englishmen — object to a place of public 
resort from various reasons. Smoking displeases some, 
and smoking is part aiici parcel of a divan. The Au- 
tomaton itself could not get on without it8 u hibouk. 
All the advantages, and none of the drawbacks of a 
public hall, are to be obtaufied at a club ; espedally 
when, as at the St. George's, one room is set apart for 
smoking. Surely the late impulse given to chess by 
Paul Morphy's European feats, will increase the mem* 
bers of these chess associations, which are iiicontcstably 
the best schools for progress in the game. 

About the year 1824, three or four young gentle- 
men who had recently learned chess, or rather the 
mechanical part of it, and had been playing a good deal 
together, made vain inquiries as to the existence of a 
Chess Club at the West End of London, being desirous 
of showing off their abilities to new advantage. The 
f( )? r most of these ambitious juveniles was Mr. George 
Walker, the eminent Chess writer, and an author, too, 
whose never-fiuUng bwihommie }s worthy of LafontaiiB?. 
Finding that " westward the star of empire" and of 
diess had not, as yet, begun to " take its way," they 
resolved to have a Club of their owxu Philidor's dub 
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could not be said to exist; the flame was flickering 
in some obscure comer, and the last member was 

preparing to leave. But the sacred fire was not to die 
out : — Greorge Walker and his fellow youngsters built 
an altar for it at the Percy Coffee-House in Bathbone 
Place, Oxford Street, and blew the flame into a perfect 
blaze. Percy's Coffee-House was then a first-rate 
hotel ; Belgravia, Brompton, Pimlico, were com-tields 
and market-gardens, and the aristocracy had not emi- 
grated from the neighborhood of Oxford Street. The 
denizens of that ilk might be supposed to find some 
leisure for the enjoyment of such a pastime as chess, 
. and Walker and Co. soon enlisted upwards of a score 
of recruits. Night after night the members played 
what they in their innocence called chess, finishing the 
Monday evening with a Biq por, after which harmony 
and " the flowing bowl" prevailed. Tilings went on 
swimixmigly in this Mutual Admiration Society, untU 
one of the members, Mr. Ferrier, of the War O&ce, 
upset the stains quo by bringing into i^eir midst Mr. 
Murphy, the celebrated ivory miniature painter, and 
jbther of Mrs. Jameson, the authoress. Dire was the 
result ; Mr. Murphy proved a yery Trojan horse in 
this West End Ilium : for, as I^Ir. Walker says, he 
entirely dispelled the illusiiDn of the * boldPercies' that 
they had been playing chess.^' He gave them one and 
all a Knight, essayed the Gtambit on every occasion, 
and not one of the young gentlemen could make a stand 
against him. 

'As though not sufficiently humiliated, Mr. Murphy 

introduced Mr. Lewis to them, and the new-comer 
completed their bewilderment by giving them the 
Book and sweeping them clean off the board. But 
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with such a master, the Percies, by dint of diligent 
study and practice, rapidly improved, and it was sug- 
gested to Mr. Lewis that he should open a priyate dub 
at his own house. After a short delay this was aooom- 
plished, and nearly all the mtnihors joined Mr. Le\ns, 
when he opened subscription rooms m 8t. Martin's 
Lane— classic ground BorAj, for a former Chess dub 
had lived and died at Slaughter's Coffee-House, hard 
by. 

Mr. Lewis collected quite a number of players 
around him, and was in fiiir way to find his enterprise 

profitable ; but the most prominent members demuiTed 
to Ina not playing ith them so much as they desired, 
more espedaUy as Mr. Lewis did not appear to regard 
the institution as a Free School for the inculcation of 
Chess. The best of the young amatetu's were Messrs. 
Walker, Brand, Mercier and McDonnell ; the bst, the 
best of the lot. McDonnell receiyed from Mr. Lewia 
the odds of Pawn and Two Moves ; but when he had 
liairiy surmounted that advantage and could win every 
game, his antagonist declined playing on eren terms, 
much to McDonnell's disappointment. This, however, 
appears to be the usual coiu'se ^ith leading chess play- 
ers, — Deschappelles' conduct in regard to J^abourdon- 
nais being a notable example of the £gu3t. There are 
peculiar idiosyncrasies in chess human nature, as, for in- 
stance, the remarkable reserve and " d&tit'Come-nigh- 
me " feelifig with whidi leading amateurs treat each 
other. Gk> into any public or private chess association, 
and you will find that the superior crafb steer clear of 
each other, as a general thing ; reserving their antago- 
nism for matches fiaw and &r between. 

The Club subsequently removed to the bottom of 

n 
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St. Maartin's Laae> and shortly broke up, McDonnell 

and others returning to the London Club, whence ihey 
had mif^rated. A iUtiie attempt was afterwai^ds made 
to establish a grand aristocratic silk and satin dub in 
Waterloo Place^ the door of admission to which could 
only be opened with a golden key of ten guineas. 
Here lots of everything could be found except chess, 
and no wonder, for the game does not find supporters, 
to any extent, among the rich, depending mainly upon 
individuals to whom ten guineas are a consideration. 
The club ei^ired in twelve months. Caissa thus lost 
her last foothold at the West End, and Mr. Lewis 
henceforth virtually abandoned the practice of Chess. 

The question has frequently been asked, whether 
and how Mr. Lewis played Labourdonnais ? They 
played together on three different occasions, m aU 
seven gameSy of which Labourdonnais won five and lost 
two. The first time they met was at the house of Mr. 
Domitt, Hon. Sec. of the London Olub, and two All- 
gaier Gambits were played, each wiiniiiig one. As 
they had just done their duty to a very good dinner, 
and society was then divided into two, three, and four 
bottle men, Labourdonnais remarked, The victory is 
not likely to be gained by the better player, but by 
him who carries his wine best.'' This reminds me of 
a h<m mot of Mr. Boden. Somebody remarked in his 
presence that two amateurs (whose names it is un- 
necessary to mention) were both drunk, though en- 
gaged in a match game : he replied — Then the best 
player will win." 

After the conclusion of the two games, Messrs. Mer- 
cier,Bonfil and Domitt, particular Mends of the English 
player, challenged Labourdonnais to play Mr. Lewis a 
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match of twentj-five games at ^ a game. This was 

rather too bad, eoiisideriiig that Liiljfnn-dotiuais, to use 
his own words, was without a Hieiid or a shilling iiia 
foreign country but he laughed the chail^ge away 
as a joke in his own witty manner, by saying that in 
such ease he must be the best player who could offer 
to play lor the highest stake," a reply which so pleased 
a gentleiKian present, Mr. Brand, that he cried out^ 
Liibourdonnais shall play Lewis a match of 25 games 
at £10 a game, and X will find his stakes.'* It is stated 
that Mr. Brand, erinoed considerable ill-ieeling towards 
Mr. Lewis, at the time, in eonsequenee of the hitter's 
preferring a move rccoiiiinetuled by Mr. Mercier in the 
match then pending between the London and Edin- 
burgh Ciubsy to one proposed by himself, and perhaps 
this was the reason for his offering to back the French- 
man against his own countryuian. But Mr. Lewis's 
friends did not accept the challenge, and the two 
champions confined their contest to five off-hand 
games, which were played at the residences of Messrs. 
Bonfil and Mercier, Lewis xi-inning one and Labour- 
donnais four, so that the final result was : — ^ 

Labourdonnais, o — ^Lewis, 2 — Drawn, 0, 

The aboye occurrences took place on the occasion of 

Laboiirdonnais's first visit to London, many years be- 
fore his famous encomiters with McDonnell. 

About the year 18^, a gentleman of parts and 
education, named Huttman, finding his share of this 
world's loaves and fishes not precisely what he could 
wish, opened a cofiee-house in Covent Grarden. And 
why should not a gentleman open a coffee-house? 
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Labour is labour the world OYer^ and it would puzzle 
the most artful casuist to show that all labour is not 
equally honorable. Banker or Baker, Diplomat or 
Dustman^ mankind are all running after the same 
object ; and he is most respected who runs the fiistest 
and obtains the most in this universal Grab game. I, 
for one, can see no real dlli'orence between the peii- 
patetic pedlar peddling ^* pickwicks/' and the gentlemen 
with grand names who are I>irectors of the Uabana 
Cigar Company." 

Mr. Huttman's patrons belonged to what society 
oaUs the upper clasaes/' for his prices were high and 
his refreshments first-rate; two considmble attractions 
to men of means. Amongst the frequenters of the 
ro^ms were Mr. Henry Hussell, the since celebrated 
singer; Captain Medwin (Byron's Medwin)^ and Mr. 
Mackay, now Dr. Charles Mackay, the poet. Doctor 
Mackay waa m New York during the chess touma- 
maatf and visited the rooms* on that occasion, but we 
were then unaware of his early acquaintance with tiie 
game. 

At Huttman*8 Cofiee House^ the IiahitnSs were gen- 
tlemen in quest of quietness ; men <if calmi reflectiTe 
turn, given to chit-diiat in nooks and comers ; smoking 
a genuine " Havana " over a cup of unquestionable 
<^ Mocha/' and reading that eyerlasting refuge for an 
Englishman, The Tvim$.^^ Just the atmosphere for a 
chess-board, and two or three were accord in(^^!y intro- 
duced. Now you can lu \ ( r get chess-boards into any 
establishment, without the becoming immediately 
known amongst amateurs. Mr. George Walker soon 
got wind of the arrangement, and reconnoitred the 
Unes. The result of his obserrations was that he 
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suggested the formation of a chesa club in the first-floor 
roomsy and to this Mr. Huttman assented: Mr. 

\Valk(M' forihu itii began drumming about fur recruits ; 
electiog himself secretary, pro tern,, he drew up a set of 
rules; and got out printed circularSi and it was not his 
&alt if any person with whom he chiimed OTen bowing 
acquaintance, escaped from the meshes of the proposed 
dub. Within a few days he had canvassed all his 
earliest diess friends, and had rallied round the 
standard of CaVssa betwec T i twenty and thirty defenders. 
It was resoiyed to style the assocjtatxou 

THB WE8TMIK8TSE CLtni, 

and Captain Medwin was elected the first president. 

We are upon dassic ground. Who does not re- 
member ijhe feats performed within the walls of this 
home of the glorious departed ? Who shall forget the 
ofk-told wonders of that golden age of chess ? Any- 
thing rdated of the Westminster Club is swallowed 
with willing faith by gaping acolytes. Those were 
glorious days, indeed, the Homeric age of zatrikiologi* 
cal worthies! Amongst the early supporters of the 
Club were the Bev. Mr. D'Arblay (son of Madame 
D' Arblay) ; Mr. Skelton (so well known about town as 
Bandy Skelton Mr. Nixon, organist of the Bava- 
rian Catholic Church, in Warwi^ Street; Duncan 
Porbes, Piulehsor of Oriental languages at Univcr&ity 
. (Joiiege, and many other celebrated literary characters. 
GBie proprietor, Mr. Uuttman, followed up the enter- 
prise with spirit. Every cigar he sold in the coffee- 
rooui was wTapt in a printed problem ; and, in addition, 
he published a periodical penny miscellany on chess. 
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Such extraordinoij exertions quickly bore fruit, and, in 
a short time, the Club rose to something like fifty 

members. The room in which tht meetings were held 
became, in consequence, so hot, that it was deservedly 
styled the oven,** 

Emboldened hj success, Mr. Huthnsn began to 
look about for new and more commodious quarters ; 
these he eventually foimd on the opposite side of the 
street. Certain gamblers had there taken a house, and 
funnslied the principal apartments in sump t nous style, 
for the sole purpose of decoying thither a young for- 
eign nobleman, who, in one night, is said to have lost 
there upwards of ^0,000. The house having served 
their diabolical ends, was of no further use to them, 
and Mr. Huttman rented it. Here the Westminster 
Club was enshrined. Amongst the diief supporters 
were Mr. George Walker, Hon. Sec. ; Mr. B. Smith, 
M.P, ; Albany Fonblanque, Esq., of The Examifier j 
Messrs. Peri^, Slous, Popert, McDonnell, and many 
others from the London Club. In 1833, Labourdonnais 
and IMcDonnell played their different matches at these 
splendid rooms. 

By the continued exertions of Mr. Qeorge Walker, 
the number of members was increased to three hundred. 
What a glorious muster-roll ! Why should the old 
days'' not live again at the West End ? Surely the 
ranks of chess-players are not thinned, nor is their 
strength diminished. Our Lowenthals, Bodens. Birds, 
Stauntons, Barneses, Buckles, Wormalds, Palkbeers, 
Briens, Z3rtogorsky8, liowes, Hannahs, etc., etc., etc., 
are worthy descendants of West End men of the olden 
time, without even enlisting the support of such city 
magnates as the Mongrediens, Medleys, etc.^ of the 
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ancient and \Trile London Club. Many members of 
the Westminster still make love to the nymph Caissa; 
such historical names as Blous and Walker for instance. 
But, in addition to the above-mentioned general 
officers, we now possess a constantly -increasing rank 
^id tile^ recruited from the chess-playing militia of 
schools and prirate fimiilies. Chess is assuming vast 
proportions in England and America : scarcely a weekly 
paper of any circulation but gives a coiumu to the 
game ; and certainly no newspaper editor would do so 
if he did not find it pay* At the West End of 
London, there now exist two clubs of importance, the 
old St. Gteorge'fl and the new James's; the 
FhiUdorean Booms in Bathbone Place partaking 
rather of the Divan character. Neither of these clubs 
requires proHciency in the game as a passport for mem- 
bership ; and a gentleman receiving the Queen would 
be just as eligible as the amateur giving it. Surely the 
advantages offered for increasing one's strength in this 
intellectual struggle of mind against mind, should be 
an inducement &r young players to enroll themselves 
in one or the other of these associations. 

When the Westminster had grown up into a goodly 
body of tiiree hundred membersj Mr. Ctooige Walker 
began to find that the duties of secretary were inter- 
fering seriously with his other pursuits, and he therefore 
resigned the office, and was succeeded by Mr. William 
Greenwood Walker^ to whom the chess world is so 
much indebted for taking down the games of McDonnell. 
The Club had arrived at its Augustuie era, and, in 
1838) its fortunes began to wane; the proprietor 
getting into pecuniary difficulties. Mr. Huttman 
could not let well alone. He introduced a daily dinner, 



Digiii^cu l^y 



40 



PAUL MOEPHY. 



Oil plans so profoundly calculated, that the more per- 
sons who dined the more he lost. He got the Club, 
also, into bad odor, by allowing chess to be played 
there on Sundays, Musical soirees and other nonsense 
followed ; the main object of the establishment thus 
became ignored, and, instead of new members joining, 
the old ones fell off one by one, and the princely man- 
sion in Bedford 8t] ( 1 1 was shortly to let. Mr. Hutt* 
man's pecuniary difficulties perilled the Tory existence 
of the Club, notwithstanding that the members handed 
over to him the reserve fund, amounting to a few 
hundred pounds. No Club can be said to be in safety 
without sudi a fund upo^^^hich to fill back in case of 
emergency, for instance, retirement of members. 
Members of chess clubs wiU retire — ^prominent ones 
even — a rery frequent cause being mamage; tiie 
backsliders, however, come back eventually, glad in 
many cases, to escape the missus." 

The Westminster dub being now without house or 
home, looked about for some benevolent individual 
who would take them in and do for them." Such an 
one they found in Mr. liies, proprietor of the Divan in 
the Strand, who offered them private rooms in his es- 
tabUshment ; thither the cUbris of the old Westminster 
forthwith removed. Each member was provided with 
a latch-key, with which to let himself in at the private 
door. Here it was that Mr. Staunton appeared for tfaa 
first time in chess-circles, although he was never a 
member of the Westminster Club. In its new quar- 
ters the association drew out an existence of twelve 
months, giving up the ghost in 1840. 

About this time, the veteran writer and encyclo- 
p9Bdist, Alexandre, made a lamentable fiateo at his 
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Ca£6 de TEehiquier in Finns ; an establishment which 
he Tttiiily hoped would entiee away the hahiiuis of the 

Cafes de la Begence et de Procope. Coming over to 
London, he made the acquaintance of Mr. Staunton, 
and the two players strack hands together, and re- 
solved to open a chess establishmait, as a partnership 
concern. Alexandre put in his little all — the change 
out of his Paris capital — and he and his coadjutor 
opened rooms at the Waterloo CSiambers. A very 
good locality, perhaps too good, for rents iii that 
neighborhood are rather high, Bome twenty or thirty 
dd players rallied round them, but the attempt was 
only of short duration. The two mmarades took to 
squabbling and viUifyiiig each other ; and, within a 
year, the Club was formally dissolved at the request 
of the members. 

All connection now being severed between tlic 
members and Messrs. Alexandre and 8tauntou, the 
amateurs convened a private meeting for the purpose 
of examining their prospects and taking steps for re- 
organization. Mr, G-eorge Walker advertised for a 
laa^ room, and was answered by Mr, Beattie, pro- 
prietor of Beattie's Hotel, George Street, Hanover 
Square. Here, once again, the remains of the " Old 
Cruard" planted their standard, and in special, solemn 
convocation, undeor a full sense of their responsibility, 
and with all due solemnity, they christened thdr Club 

THX ST. a^oaoE's, 

the name being suggested, in the first place, by the 
baptismal appellative of their virtual founder and lion. 
Sec., Mr* cfeorge Walker ; and, secondly, bespause the 
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meeting was in George Streeti in the pariBh of St. 
George's. The dub was exceedingly prosperous during 

tiie first year of its existence, much being due to tlie 
fostering care of Mr. B. Soiith, M.P. for Nor\%icli, 
who was assiduous in his attendance, and a capital 
" whipper-in^' of members. The room was Lirge, well 
proportioned, and well ventilated, cookiug first-rate, 
wines unexceptionable. Wine, ,by the bye, makes your 
game brilliant, if not sound. Dull, unimaginatiTe 
Szen would ha\'e been betrayed into an attempt at 
brilliance and dash, with a couple of bottles of old 
crusted" under his belt. But it began to appear 88 
though a West End Club could be nought but an 
" annual.'* Mr. Beattie failed in business, and the St. 
Gorge's were turned out of doors, \\ anderer8 for a 
season, without prospect of refiige. And the devotees 
of CaVssa were on the town for some weeks, two or 
three of the leadnig and most active assiduously on 
the watch to find a fresh location, but almost in blank 
despair as to the result. 

]Mr. B. Smith w as a Large shareholder in the Poly- 
technic Institution, B/Cgent Street. The managing 
committee of that estimable establishment were, about 
this time, endeavoring to form reading-rooms by sub- 
scription, in the first floor of their building, faxjing 
Cavendish Square. It was su^jested to the <x)mmittee 
that chess and reading might be combined ; that one 
large room facing the square should be set :ip:irt for 
reading, eiclusively, and two smaller ones be devoted 
to chess. A meeting was forthwith convened, Mr« 
Nurse representing the proprietors of the Institution, 
the chess-piayers present being Mr. B. Smith, Mr. 
Bichard Penn, and the inde&tdgable and indomitable 
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George Walker. These three gentlemen sriiiuanteed 
that one hundred members, payiii<2: an annual subscrip- 
Hoa o£ three guineas eaeh, should be enrolled in the 
Chess dub within twelve months; and, once ag&m, 
the red cross of the St. George's was floatiiii^ bra\ tlv 
in the air. Forthwith commenced the hunting up of 
old members of the Westminster and other West End 
Clubs : touchinfj: and tender circulars were issued by 
Mr. Walker, adjuring the straggling devotees of Caissa, 
by all the recollections of their first and early loyes, 
by all their hopes of a gloriotiB hereafter, to rush once 
more to the rescue. Could such pathetic appeals fkll 
unheeded upon the chess-lover's ear ? No. A hun« 
dred and fifty members reiterated ^ No'' to the accom- 
paniment of their one himdred and fifty three-guinea 
subscriptions. "Boyal Blue-Book" notabilities en- 
rolled themselyes ; as, for instance, the present Ijord 
Bavensworth, Dr. Murray (Lord Bishop of Bochester), 
the Honorable Charles Murray, Mr. Brooke Greville, 
Mr. Albany i'onblauque, the Messrs. Hampton, Lord 
Clarence Paget, and a host of other fiwhionables. So 
the St. George's flourished for years, and it began 
to appear that a Chess Club at the West End could, 
under proper management, become a permanent insti- 
tutioni 

It was in this locaU that Mr. Stainiton played his 
Urst match with Saint Amant, and, losmg it, took his 
rerenge by winning in his turn at Paris, For some 
reason or other, the French amateur displayed un- 
accountable nervousness during the progress of the 

match in his own capital. The Baronne de L , 

who is well known in Parisian mlans as an excellent 
pla.) er and lirm supporter of the game, assured me but 
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lately that she had no eosj task in instilling courage 
into her oountrymany startled as he was by Mr. Staun- 
ton's winning game after game from him. Wainiing 
up under the meny rebukes of his Hair inspirer, Saint 
Amant began to turn the tables upon his antagonist^ 
and it seemed as if he would anticipate the result of 
the contest between Lowenthal and Harrwitz. Mr, 
Staunton, howerer, eventually won, and the stakes 
were deposited for the third and deciding match, but 
Mr. S. was taken ill, and it was never played. It is 
unfortunate for Mr* Staunton's reputation that the 
plea of bad health was so frequently used by him 
when opponents appeared, niore especially as he is the 
£r&t to ridicule such an excuse when commg from 
others. And it is more than ever unfortunate in this 
instance, because the !Prench players dedored thaty 
judging from the later games of the match in Paris, 
it was obvious that Mr. Staunton would have suc- 
cumbed to their champion if the third and deciding 
heat had not been prevented bj the Englishman's 
indisposition. And many of them even affirm that 
Mr. S. felt thiS| and acted in consequence. 

It may be added that the St. George's Chess Club 
had been nistalled at the Polvtechnic Institution some 
years before Mr. Staunton joined them, as an honorary 
member, in compliment to his rising reputation. Mr. 
Staunton was laid imder lasting obligations to Mr. 
Gteorge Walker, by the latter's bringing him from ob- 
scurity into public notice, not merely by introducing 
him to the London chess world, but, in addition, by 
flattering notices of him in his works. He may, in 
&ct, be considered the pupil of Mr. Walker, and the 
courtesy with which he has always treated his bene- 
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£ictor makes one think of Labourdoimais's delicaqr 
towaids his old master Desdiappelles. 

It would seem as though cliess -players, like other 
men, **get wearj in well-doing,'' aud constantly stand 
in need of fresh stiiniiliis. Nothing oould haye been 
mom suitable or comfortable than the aoeommodationa 
of the St. George's at the Polytechnic, and yet they 
got to yearning a^r they scarcely knew what. The 
cry W9» raised that members ought to be able to dine 
at their Club, and they forthwith migrated en masse to 
apartments m (Jrockford's Club, trausmogriiied into ao 
eating-house on a spl^did scale^ and styled " The 
WellLigton/' Here they dwindled away, and the St. 
George's would have iiiKiliy disappeared irum existence, 
* had it not been for the kindness of Mr. Thomas 
Hampton, wlio o£Eered them apartments at New Palace 
dub Chambers, in King Street, St. James's. Under 
his fostering care, and the patriotic manner in which 
he is continually arranging matches and organising 
tournaments amongst the members, the St. Gorge's 
has largely increased its muster-roll of amateurs, and 
bids lair to enjoy more halcyon days than ever. In 
these rooms Paul Morphy played part of his match 
witii Herr Lowenthal, and yanquished the well-known 
amateur "Alter," in a contest of Pawn and Move. 
And in dismissing this now prosperous West End 
CHub, I must not forget to mmtion, for the benefit of 
those of my readers who lu'e ignorant of the fact, that 
it was the St. George's which initiated and success- 
fiiUy earned out the &rand International Tournament 
of 1851, in which the Teutonic element made itself so 
conspicuous. 

Experience seems to teach us that no West End 
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Club can be permanenUjr proBperous, without a recogf 
nised professor of ihe game being omstantly, or fine- 

quently, in attendance ; one whose object is the in- 
terest, not of himself but of chess, willing and ready 
to play with all oomers for bmeftt aLL In auch 
a Club as the London, wliti e the members are business 
rneja, there is no hollow principle of caste / social de- 
mocracy exists, and the players play, taLk, laugh, and 
eat together on a perfect equality, be they simple 
clerks or merchant princes. At the Court End of the 
town manners are reserved; and such a thing may 
happen as two members of the same C^ub waiting 
several years, before an introduction justifies them in 
speaking to each other. A professor would bring ail 
tiiese stupid corwerumces de la socUU to a speedy end, 
and, by his recognised position in the Club, arrange 
contests between members of equal force, and thus 
iuither the objects for which, they are associated, 

THE LOiiJK)K CHESS CLUB. 

In the Tery heart of the City of London, under the 

shadows of the Bank and Roval Exchange, the London 
Chess Club holds its daily sittings. Who would ex- 
pect to find such an assodatioa in such a place? la 
the qmet of the chess arena consonant with the hum of 
busy multitudes, hurrying to and fro in never-fiiiiing 
ardor after the yellow GkNi ? Are stocks and scripaad 
diyidends allied to gambits and mates ? Shall Lloyd's, 
Capel Court, and the Corn Exchange furnish supporters 
of Caissa? Come along with in e to Cornliili, Stop! 
This is Purssell's restaurant. We'll walk up stairs. 
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This room on the first floor is devote to billiards. 
Above it meets the Cosmopoiitaii Club, and on the 
third floor— out of reach of the noise below — is the 
fitmous old " London/* of which every player of note 
during the past My years has either been a member 
or visitor. 

It is between three and four o'doek in the after- 

noon, and the rooms of the Chib present the usual 
appearance at that hour. In the right-hand corner 
we perceive the President^ Mr. Mongredien^ engaged 
in dire conflict with Mr. Maude, to whom he has 
oflTered tlio advantage of Pawn and Move. Readers of 
the Ohess Flayers' Chronic! r, of the F(damhle, and La 
Bigenee^ have known Mr. Mongredien for long years 
past, as an amateur of first-rate force, who gets him- 
self invariably into difhculties at the commencement oi 
a game, by his unvanquishable contempt for book 
openings, but who comes out all right at last, by his 
masterly tactics in the middle of the contest. Possessed 
of a fund of native English hmnour, and a finished 
scholar withal^ he keeps up a running fire of wit and 
anecdote throughout the game, in which the lookers-on 
join. By liis side is Mr. George Medley, the Secretary 
of the Qub, whose name is also a household word'' 
to amateurs ; he and Mr. Mongredien ranking as the 
strongest players of the association. The latter gen- 
tleman has run in for an hour's play, fi*om the Corn 
Exchange, being in &ct one of those men who, before 
the knowledge of Political Economy bad become dif- 
fiised amongst the masses, were styled " the rogues in 
grain." Mr. Medley has just arrived from the Stock 
Exdiange, where, after Bearing" or Bulling" Mr. 
Slous, Gtooige Walker, and Mr. Waite during the 
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nwrningy he meets them at the Chess Qub towards 
three o^docky and they become as much absorbed in 

the mysteries of the game as though it were the biisi- 
aess of their lives. 

If you wish to see what influence chess can haye 
upon individuals, just analyze the London Club. The 
members are not *'men of straw," but sound, sub- 
stantial cituensy with balances at their bankers heavy 
enou^ to buy up half-a-dozen lords. Does a Both- 
schild or a Baring negotiate a loan? Here you will 
find men to take up the greater part, if not the whole 
of it. Is capitalfbr a railroad wanted? Youneed not 
wander much further. Look around you, and you will 
recognize many of the foremost of Great Britain's 
merchant princes ; men pushing EngUnd's commerce 
into every bay and inlet of old Ocean, carr} i ng tiie 
Brilisli Hag across seas and lakes, and ptnietrating 
continents ; causing Bnti^sh camion to thunder at the 
gates of Pekin, and opening Japan to the commerce of 
the woild. These are the children of the men who 
first planted loot in ELindostan, descendants of those 
who established England's colonies. These .are the 
men, iixe very men, who repealed the Com Laws in 
1846, established the principle of Free Trade, and told 
a proud, titled aristocracy — ** We, the middle class, 
One merchants, bankers, and manu&cturers of Great 
Britain, are Ihe soiurce ot all power in England, as we 
are the source of her greatneas^. ' 

An admirable demonstration of these ideas is to be 
foimd in the London Chess Club. This association has 
flourislied with never-failing vigor since its establish- 
meiii in 1S07: whilst Clubs have risen, waned, and died 
at the fiushionable end of the town. City men are too 
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patriotic and too proud to allow their dub to languirili; 
andy depend upon it, wliilst the old London'' counts a 

single member, that one last man will, firom his o\\ ii 
purse, find funds to keep it alive, inscribe on his colors 
*^2>ie€a<mn^'Stt2a^«an/' and shout with stentorian 
lungs for recruits. 

The London Chess Club organized on the 6th of 
April, 1807, Mr. Augustus Hankey being first Presi*- 
dcoit, and l^e committee numbering among its mem- 
bers Sir Astley Cooper, the celebrated surgeon. Sir 
Isaac Ljon Goldsmid, and others of almost equal 
eminence. The meetings took place at Tom's Coffee- 
liouse, in Cornhill. Such men as Sarratt, Le^^^8, 
Walker, McDonnell, Cochrane, Popert, Perigai, iStaun- 
ton, Praser, etc., have either been membm of the Club 
or firequenters of it. A good story is told of Perigai, 
who, for a lonp^ period, officiated as the Honorary 
Secretary. At the time Devschappelles made his ridi-* 
culous challenge to play any English amateur a match 
at Pa^^^l and Tvyo Moves, Mr. Perigai was sent out to 
Paris to arrange preliminaries with the gasconading 
Frenchman. Desdiappelles soon showed how little he 
was in earnest, and the ambassador returned without 
having effected any thing. On being questioned at the 
" London'' as to the appearance, maimer, etc., of the 
French champion, he said, with mudh grarity — Mr. 
Deschappelles is the greatest chess-player in France ; 
Mr. Deschappelles is the. greatest whist-player in 
France; Mr. Deschappelles is the greatest billiard- 
player in France; Mr. Desohappelles is the greatest 
pumpkin-^ower in France ; and 'Mr. Deschappelles is 
the greatest liar in France." 

A match by correspondence was commenced in 1824 

E 



Digitized by Google 



50 PAtTL MOEPHY. 

between the Londoii and Edinburgh Chess Clubs, and 
was won by the latter. Two games were commenced 
simultaneously, the moyes being forwarded every night 
through the post-oiilce. On one occjision, the Lon- 
doners sent ofi* three moves at once, half-an-hour in 
advance of their usual time ; and, after the letter was 
posted, it was discovered that the last move was 
£>unded on a miscaleulation, and might lose the game. 
Application was immediately made at the office for the 
letter to be retumed, but such a thing was impossible 
without ail order from the Secretary of State. A 
second letter was thereupon despatched to Edinburgh, 
redacting the move in question^ but the eammt sons of 
Auld Reekie held them to their first 8ho^v^llg, and 
the London Club lost the game in consequence. 
Shortly afterwards, the Edinbiurgh Club made a similar 
blunder, but they, somehow or other, induced thdr 
post-master to produce the letter, and they corrected 
the move on the outside. Of course the Londoners 
wouldn^ stand that. 

In the spring of 1846, Staunton played and won his 
match with Horwitz at the rooms of the Club, and, in 
the summer of the same year, he there also vanquished 
Harrwitz, in a contest of seven even, seven pawn and 
move, and seven pawn and two, games. In the latter 
part of that year, and in the same locality, Harrwitz 
and Horwitz played a match, the former scoring eight 
games to his opponent's seven ; and, meeting again 
subsequently, a similar result was eflected. In 1847, 
the Club entered on a match by correspondence with 
the Amsterdam Oefrdt des Eehee^^ tbe latter having sent 
a eliallenge of ^50 to any London club. One game 
last^ five years, and was won by the Englishmeu, and 
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a second game was drawn* The Londoners scored the 

third, and this game is considered to be one of the 
liuest and most brilliant contests by correspondence on 
record. The players selected by the Club to represent 
them in this celebrated match were Messrs. Mongredien^ 
iSlous, Medley, and (Ireenaway — a glorious quartet, 
who are now stronger than ever. 

The London Chess dub did not take part m the 
Tournament of 1851, because the St. Gfeorge's, under 
the auspices of Mr. Staunton, wished to assume a 
position derogatory to their claims ; nor was it proper 
tiiat the oldest and most influential Club in the tTnited 
Kingdom should play second-fiddlt' to a much younger 
association. But they gave a cup of the value of one 
hundred guineas to be played for by the foreign ama- 
teurs then in London, and Anderssen, Szabo, Szen, 
KJnjg, and Harrwitz were amongst the contestants. 
The cup was won by Herr Anderssen, 

In 1852, '53, Harrwitz and Williams played a match 
at the Loudon Club, the first-named player winning a 
large majority of the games. And, finally, on Paul 
Morphy's being challenged last year by Herr Lowen- 
thal, this Club, ever foremost in the interests of chess, 
doubled the latter's stakes, and offered the combatants 
battle-ground for half the games in their saloons. No- 
where has Paul Morphy met with a heartier English 
welcome than from the veterans of this flourishing 
association. 

Amongst the strongest amateurs now figuring on 
the muster-roll of the London Chess Club are those 

** ancients," Messrs. Slous and George Walker, and 
Messrs. Mongredien, Medley, Maude, Grreenaway, and 
Brien. May their shadows never grow less I" 
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THE PHXUDOBXlAJr BOOMS. 

A chess establishment has lately been opened, under 

the above title, in Eathbone Place, Oxford Street, par- 
taking of the peculiar character of the Divan, in the 
Strand. The admi88i0n^ as in the latter, is either by 
subscription or by entrance fee of sixpence, which in- 
cludes a cup of cofiee or cigar. 

As the Philidorean is too youthful an undertaking 
to possess a history, I must confine myself to mention- 
ing some of the print ipal fi t tjuenters ; and, cousidemig 
the size of the rooms and its age, the establishment 
may well be proud of its supporters. The well-known 
Austrian amateur, Herr Falkbeer, may be foimd there 
daily, with such proficients as Brien, Zytogorsky, 
Wormald, Kenny, Heaiey, and the rising star, Camp- 
bell, together with many others, scarcely less known 
to fame. As the Philidorean is centi'ally situated, in 
the midst of a very populous and influential neighbour- 
hood, and too &r from any similar place of resort, it 
will probably hold its owUi and become one of the 
great temples of Cai'ssa. 
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CHAPTER V. 



MOBPHX IK SN&IiAJIB. 

** And yon, good jeomen. 
Whose limbs were made in Eugluud, sligw us here 
The mettle of your pasture." 

A. Henry Act ///,, Sc, 1. 

It is easy to understand that when a mani and espe- 
cially a young man, feels his strength in any department 

of thought or action, he will be desirous of putting 
his abilitiea to the severest test, so as to take that 
rank to which he is entitled. Paul Morphy ^ peroeiying 
that it was a hopeless task endeayoring to induce the 
chess magnates of the Old World to visit America, 
resolved to cross the Atlantic himself; and it would 
be difficult to imagine a more chiyalric act in one so 
young than thus embarking on a voyage of many thou- 
sand miles, for the sake of fbiding new antagonists. 
The joumeyings of H Futtino from Italy into Spain to 
iMttle with Suy Lopez — the trayels of the admirable 
CWchton through different countries of Europe, are 
mediocre in comparison with this. 

But an obstacle stood in llie way of ii&e proposed 
voyage. Paul Morphy was not yet of age, and it 
would be necessary to first obtain the consent of his 
fionily. This was difficult, for, in addition to other 
reasons, objections were made to our heroes entering 
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on 80 public a career, interfering, too, as it would for 

a time, w-ith liis legal pursuits. A committee was ap- 
pointed by the Chess Club to wait upon Mr. Morphy'a 
fiunily to request their cpnaesat to the much-desired 
Toyage, and this was ultimately granted. Strong hopes 
\s ere entertained in England that the American cham- 
pion would assist at the meeting of the British Chess 
Association in Birmingham; and, for that purpose, the 
committee had offered to place at his disposal a certain 
sum, to cover his expenses. This was not accepted^ 
Mr. Mbrphy little wishing to travel as a profi^ssional 
chess-player. At the commencement of the month of 
June, the iuUouing announcement appeared in the 
lUuBtrated London News ;— ^ 

ANNUAL MSBTma OV THB CHESS ASSOGUlTION. 

It was noticed in oar oolnmni last wedc that this erent» the 
Chesckplaym* Derby day, was fissed to commenee on the 2Snd 
of June. The anangements of the local committee are, of course, 

not yet complete; but it is whispered that they have succeeded in 
insuring the presence of the American chess phenomenon, i'aul 
Morphy, an attraction, of itself, sufficient to secure the largest 
attendance which has been known for years. 

The date for the aasembling of the Assoeiation was 

ultimately postponed until the latter part of August, it 

being feared, with reason, that the sitting of Parlia- 
ment would intert'ere with the attendance of many 
who would otherwise be present. The committee 
wrote to inform Mr. Morphy of this postponement, 
and again urging him to visit Europe, but he was 
already en rouu ba£6re the letter reached ^ew OrleanBi 
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I was both surprised and gratified when I read the 

announcement of Paul Morphy's arrival in the Illus- 
traUd London News, Now, thought 1, these men who 
do not believe in an American chess-master will be 
convinced. We'll see if Morphy's games are merely 

pretty," and " will not bear the test of analysis 
and whether he'll find plenty of matches." I wended 
my way to the St. George's, feeling confident that I 
should find Morphy there, tiiid, aft-er waitinoj a short 
time, I had the pleasure of welcoming hmi to England. 
But, haviDg arisen up from a sick bed to travel, joined 
to Mie fiktigaes of a first voyage across the Atlantic, he 
did not appear iii as good fighting trim as when I had 
last seen him in New York. 

On Mr. Staunton's arrival, Paul Morphy asked him 
if he had any objection to play an otf-liaud game. 
Now it is Morphy's almost iuvariabie custom to wait 
to be asked ; the solitary exceptions to this rule (to 
my knowledge) being in the cases of Messrs. Staunton 
and Harrwitz. Mr. Staimton declined the offer on 
the ground of an engagement preventing, and, not- 
withstanding that they met frequently at the St. 
George's, he woiild lun er consent to a contest of the 
most Iriendly description. Doubtless he was desirous 
of first observing Morphy V capabilities against other 
players. The well-known amateur, Alter/' whose 
games fi*equently grace the columns of Mr. Staunton's 
paper^ ofi:ered himself as a sacrifice. " Alter/' how- 
ever, was not the first to measure skill with the young 
American, the Secretary of the St. George's, Mr. 
Hampton, having already played two games with him 
on a previous occasion. 

Morphy and Alter'' ultimately eflfected a score of 
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" Alter" 1, and Morphy 4. His next antagonist was 
Mr. Barnes, and the result of their play was, at first, 

most surprising. Duiing several successive days they 
scored alternate ^xae^, and the London chess world, 
consequently, measured Morphy's powers by this an* 
ti^nist* Ultimately, the former recovered from the 
effects of his voyage, and the proportion was estab- 
lished of 19 to 7> the last ten or twelye games being 
scored by Morphy almost witiiout a break* 

The first challenge which the young American re- 
ceived in Loudon was from Herr Ldwenthal. Morphy 
says th»t no one can mention this gentU«nan's n«ne, 
without announcing tlie fact that he was one of the 
celebrated tnumviiate in the match between Pesth 
and Paris. Herr Ldwenthal and the 19th century 
came arm-and-arm into the world together, so that 
he has been contemporary with many who have gone 
to another sphere. He was led into chess from sheer 
jealousy, not of woman, but of a man. At a eafS m 
Pesth, much frequented by amateurs of the game, — in 
fact, the Magyar Cafe de la Eegence, — he noticed that 
a crowd invariably surrounded a certain table after 
four o'clock in the afternoon ; and, on further inquiry, 
he learned that the best chess-player in Hungary took 
upon himself, daily, to astonish the natives there. That 
player was Szen. Szen was a clerk in the office of 
Archives at Pesth, and, when the business of the day 
was over, he repaired to the above-mentioned spot to 
play chess for a nonuual stake, which never exceeded 
a zwaimg0r (sevenpmee English). Another peculiarify 
of his was, that, no matter what the strength of his 
opponent might be — queen, rook, knight, or pa^\7i- 
player — he never would give any odds. His game 
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was dull, analytical, and sound to a tiresome extent, 

his only object being to get through the openinrf and 
middUf and then winning became a certainty ; ibr all 
bis strength came out in the mdifig$f and a veiy good 
place, too, for it to appear in. Szen went to Paris in 
1831, and played some games with Laboui'donnais at 
the odds of Fawn and Move, winning the majorily. 
He then told the great Frenchman that he did not like 
playing for stakes as a general thing, but thai he would 
l^ropose to him a match of twenty-one even games for 
200 firancs; but Labourdonnais declined. And who 
will say he was wrong, for what pleasure could there 
be in sitting down day after day before the duUest 
player in Christendom, for the eventuality of 200 
francs? Ssen was so frightfully slow, even in ordi- 
nary games, that lie would have worn out 200 francs' 
worth of his opponent's pantaloons before the match 
was half through. He was an exceedingly nervous 
man, and this quality particularly evinced itself during 
the Tournament of '51, to the eminent delight of his 
London jbiends. But he was a good-hearted, amiable 
man, never losing his temper, and ever ready to de^ 
clare that he hadn't won the game, but that his oppo- 
nent had lost it. 

We left Szen over a move at the Pesth caft. Herr 
Lowentiial, observing what interest seemed to be taken 
in chess, thought he should like to try his hand at it, 
and forthwith pored over such works on the game as 
he was informed would initiate him into its mysteries* 
Obtaining a little knowledge, he soon after began play- 
ing daily with Szen, receiving no odds, because, as be- 
fore stated, Szen would not give any, upon principle* 
During eighteen months^ Lowenthal never scored one 
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game. But whilst Szen was away on his traTeLs at 

Paris and elsewhere, he made rapid progress, particu- 
larly in the openings ; and on his antagonist's return, 
he induced him to give the advantage of Pawn and 
Move, and Szen lost eyery game. Betuming to even 
play, the latter won the large majority ; but with con- 
stant practice, Ldwenthal decreased the distance be- 
tween them, altiiough he never turned the tables upon 
his adversary. Herr L. considers that, in their best 
play, Grimm would uin three games to Szeu's seven, 
and four to his six. Most chess-players finished Grimm 
some years back, but he still flourishes down East.'' 
After the Hungarian agitation of 1848^ he fled into 
Turkey, to save his goose, and is now settled in Aleppo, 
where, as he turned Mussuhnan, he no doubt revels in 
a handsome little collection of wives. Opinions differ 
as to the influence of the softer sex" upon one's , 
zatrikiological abilities. Labourdonnais maintained (so 
says Saint Amant) that it was thereunto conducive, 
and it is e>ident that, were there no women, there 
would be no chess-players ; so that Grimm may argue 
— ^the more women, the more players. 

Grimm was a music publisher in Pesth, and, accord-* 
ing to Herr Lowenthal, a man of high intelligence, 
being a celebrated pianist and a thorough proficient in 
the Gterman, French, Italian, and Latin languages. He 
vv as also reno\^iied as a whist-player, and his equal at 
the biUiard-table was not to be Ibund throughout the 
entire Austrian Empire. His chess was the antithesis 
of Szen's, being brilliant, but not over sound," quali- 
ties which find ia\ur with **the gallery," but are 
dangerous to one's backers in a match. This inter* 
esting triumvirate — Seen, Grimm, Lowenthal — had it 
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all their own waj» in Fesih, mtil July, 1842, when 

Alexandre came there, and then they had him too, 
Aieiandre brought his EncyelopaBdia, or the Eneyclo- 
p»diii brought him, and both of them got sold in the 
Hungarian capital. He thought the idea of anybody 
there beating him simply preposterous ; but w n^ irre- 
sistibly convinced to the contrary, when Griimm & Co. 
did it with so much charming fiusilify, that he told 
them th^were a match for the Paris CereU des EdkecSy 
and advised them to send a eiiallenge forthwith. The 
triumvirate were shy at first, then did as they were 
t(dd, and, to their^ surprise, the Paris Club accepted 
their deji by return of post, enclosing the first more. 
The match consisted of two games, and 1,250 francs a 
side; tiie reader can leam, on inquiry at the Ga£^ da 
la B^genoe in Paris, who didn't win it. 

Herr Lowenthal's business led him twice a year to 
Vienna, and on those occiusions he improved his phiy 
with the amateurs of the Cerde dea Echset of that 
capitiil. Ill 1846, lie won a match of Hampe, beating 
him nearly 2 to 1. About the same period he visited 
Breslau, and won a majorify of games (off-hand) from 
Anderssen. He thm steered for Berlin, the dty of 
the seven stars" — Heyderbrandt, Bledow, Bilgner, 
Hanstein, Mayet, Horwitz, and Mendheim. The first 
of these paladins was absent from the capital, but Herr 
L. met liim subsequently at Vienna, and Heyderbrandt 
won a majority of two games. With Hanstein, Ldw- 
enthal eftected an even result, but got the better of 
Mayet. In Yon der Lasa's absence, Bledow was in- 
contestably the strongest player of the club ; but 
Bledow was jealous of his reputation, and declined 
opposing the Hungarian, until strongly urged by the 
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members, Herr Lowentihal states, that Bledow eTinced 
the greatest generosity. Having a eertainlj-won game^ 

but not wishing to damp a young reputation by defeat, 
he said, " Oh, I suppose it can only be a drawn game/' 
and &rtiiwith made a move which allowed his antago- 
nist to escape and draw the contest. Not many Bie- 
dows in this world ! 

In 1849, Herr Lowenthal visited the United StateSi 
during the contest between Messrs. Stanley and Tur* 
ner. With the latter gentleman he played two matches, 
winning both, and subsequently accompanied him into 
Kentucky, where he commenced another with Colonel 
Dudley, being a^i^ain successfid. Thence he strayed to 
Cincinnati, where he met his feliow-countryman, Colo- 
nel Fragay, and travelled with him to New Orleans, 
carrying a letter of introduction to Mr. Eugene Eous- 
seau. Immediately on arriving he was taken ill w ith 
fever ; but on recovery he called upon that gentleman, 
and heard, for the first time, of Paul Morphy. Our 
hero, then but twelve years of age, won two games, 
drew one, and lost none ; and, although Herr Luwen- 
tfaal did not imagine that he thus made the acquaint^ 
ance of a master whom he would eventually rank as 
the superior of every chess-player that ever Lived— 
Labourdonnais not excepted — ^yet he felt satisfied that 
his youthful opponent would rise to equality with the 
strongest living amateurs. As proof of this, I will 
give a paragraph from The Era of October 5th, 1856, 
twelve months before Paul Morphy was known outside 
of Louisiana. Herr Lowenthal writes as foUows : — 

^^Chbss in Ambrica.— The progress CheB8 has made in 
America is almost* if not quite, eqnal to that which it has 
achieved in England. This is more than might have been ex- 
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pected ; for, in a compamdvely nev coontiy, men may be sup- 
poeed to be busier and more restless than in an old cm, and it 
seems to be rather against probabilities that a game, requiring 
quiet thought and stady; should have been developed to the same 
extent as more bustling amusements in America. Yet that it 
is so is proved by the fiict that in ahnost eveiy large town there 
Is a Chess Chib, and many of these chibs are In communieation, 
and play games by oorrespondenoe. Another proof is also to 
be found in the number of papers regularly devoting a part of 
their space to chess, and givinj^, as the English Chess papers do, 
well-contested games, with notes, problems, and chess intelligence. 
Among the first in rank of these is the Albion^ the chess cohmm 
of which is, we believe, edited by Mr. Stanley ; and among the 
latest of the accessions to the chess ranks we observe Frank 
Le$Ue'» Illustrated Paper. In the first rank of the players in 
New York (between which and Philadelphia a correspondence 
match is now going on) we may motion Messrs. Stanley, Sullivan, 
Thompson, and Penin. We must pay seme aUentien to dhm m 
America tf tM mieaan to keep our kmrele green* The men of the 
New World are not i^t to lag behind when they throw themselves 
into any pursuit, and if we do not take cai*e, we may have the 
next chess champion fiom the &r west." 

irerr Lowenthal, on quitting the Crescent City, re- 
turned to Cinciiuiati, where he was induced to settle. 
He opened a smoking and chess divan, and was on the 
high road to fortune, when he received a letter from 
Mr. Charles H. Stanley, in New York, enclosing one 
from Mr, Staunton. This communication invited Herr 
Lowenthal to attend the International Tournament at 
London, in 1851, and ambition prevailed over cupidity. 
He, however, got ousted in the lirst round of tlie tour- 
naj, his antagonist being Mr. Williamsi but he turned 
the tables upon that gentleman soon afterwards, by 

beating him in a set match. 

Wben the St. George's Chess Club removed to St. 
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3ameB>*B street, Herr Lcvwenthal was elected secretary 
out of one hundred and forty candidates, and officiated 

in that capaidty iluring four years. " Tlie Era^^ news- 
paper commeaced a chess column in ^'ebruary, 1854, 
and he was selected by the proprietor to conduct it— 
our readers know with what success. A few months 
ago, the Illustrated News of the World announced its 
intention of devoting a column weekly to the game, 
under the direction of Herr Lowenthal, and he also 
edit^ un elementary chess article in the Family Herald. 
A Wuv amount of weekly work for one man ; especially 
when his book labors and £requent play at the London, 
St. George's, and St. James's are taken into considera- 
tion. The last-named club ii^ his own child, and pro- 
mises to become one of the mo_st flourishing in the 
metropolis. 

HeiT Lowenthal did not regard his play with Morphy 
at New Orleans as any test of their respective strength, 
but it was not at all agreeable to his feelings to have 
it recorded against him that he was beatai by a boy 
of twelve. 8o, on Paul Morphy 's arrival in England, 
he hastened to diallenge him, and of course a match 
was immediately agreed upon. It was at first arranged 
that the match should be for £bO a side, and the victor 
he who first scored seven games, but the challenger 
possessed BO many warm fiiecidsy all of whom wished 
to have a finger in the stake-pie, that it was proposed 
to Morphy to double the amount and increase the 
number of games to nine. It is lucky that Morphy 
was not bom a woman, for he never says ^^no'' to any 
proposition, and he did not to this. Half of Herr 
Lowenthal's stakes were found by the London, and 
tiie remainder by members of the St. George's ; and 
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it was stipulated that the games should be played 
alternately at the rooms of those two dubs. 

My readers know the result. According to the 

opinion, or rather the statements, of numerous London . 
players, Herr Lowenthal played much below his usual 
strength — one gentleman stating tiiat his combinations 
were unworthy of a rook-player even. I was used to 
this, and liked it. The New Yorkers had uttered 
similar stuff, saying that Morphy only beat them 
because he knew the openings better, and I can state 
on authority that all the players in Europe came to 
a mutual understanding not to play their game when 
Morphy was their antagonist. But there was also 
another reason for the latter's success. He fidghtened 
his adversanes, not by his strength, but by his per- 
sonal appearance. This boy of twenty-one, five feet 
fonr inches in height, of dim figure, and &ce like a 
young gii'l in her teens, positively appalled tlie chess 
warriors of the old world — Narcissus defying the 
Titans. Herr Lowenthat was the first to give Morphy 
his due ; before the final game in the match was 
played, he saiid to me ; I felt chagrined at the result 
of the first one or two games, because I thought that 
I ought to have won them ; but now I feel no longer 
dissatisfied, for I am convinced that I am vanquished 
by superior strength." And he has since told me — 
After the first game I went home saying to myself, 
*Well, Morphy is not so terrible after all!' The 
second partie MLed to change my opinion ; but, in the 
third, I saw all my combinations twisted and turned 
against me, and I felt myself in a grasp against which 
it was almost vain to struggle." Chess-players will 
shortly see this noble-minded gentleman's opinion of 
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Morphj fully expressed, in a collection of the latter's 
games which he has lately been engaged in editing. 

The following extract from The Era newspaper thus' 
announces the result of the match to its readers : — 

FINISH OF THE 6BEAT CHE8S MATCH. 

The match between Mr. Paul Morphj and Herr Lowenthal 
came to aa end on Satoidaj the 22nd» the American carrjing 
the Tictcny. Althongh it was miiTeFsally remarked that Herr 
Lowenthal'fl play was far below his usual strength^ it most at 
the same time be admitted that the play of Mr. Morphy marks 
that gentleman oat as one pf the finest players in the world. 
We shall be glad to see him engage with other great Enropean 
players, in order that it may be proved which is the stronger in 
the garae, the Old World or the New. We believe Mr. Morphy 
is reaxiy to challenge all comers. There is something exceedingly 
romantic and chivalrous about tliis young man's coming over to 
Europe, and throwing down the gauntlet to all our veterans. He 
is certainly a very admirable Crichton of Chess, and, like the 
accomplish ( d Scot, he is as courteous and generons as he is brave 
and skilioL— TAe Era, Angost 29th, 1858. 

When the above match was only rib out half through, 
another was arranged between our hero and " Alter," 
the former grnng the odda of Pawn and Moye, In 
oonversation one day with some gentlemen at the St. 
George's, Paul Morphy had expressed himself dissatis- 
fied with "Alter's'^ having won a game from him, • 
stating that he could give him tiie odds of Fawn and 
Move. This coming to " Alter's " ears, he stated to 
Mr. Hampton, the secretary of the Club, that he felt 
confident Mr« Morphy could do no such thing, and 
that he would very willingly play a match with him, 
in a friendly spirit, to convince him to tlie contrary. 
Whereupon Mr. Hampton brought the cartel to 
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Morph>% who gladly accepted it^ and, the two prin" 
cipals being put &Ge to face, it was agreed that a set 

of ivory club-size Staunton chessmen slioiild become 
the property of the winner of the iirst live games. 
Now ^< Alter " had been playing for months past at 
those odds (Pi, ft M.) witib Mr. Statmton, holding his 
own ii^nst that gentleman, and he considered that if 
he (Mr. S.) could not beat him, certainly Morphy 
could not. So confident was he of the result, that he 
told the young American : " Were it not for my posi- 
tion (meaning his profession), I would willingly play 
you for a thousand pounds." As &r as he was con- 
eemed, Morphy, too, was confident. Before the con*' 
test cumiiienced, he said to me : Alter' may win two 
games, but he will not win more and I would here 
notice his (M.'s) power of estimating an opponent's 
strength. When the preUminaries were settled with 
Herr Lowenthal, he stated to me ; li' I cared about 
betting, I would-bet that Lowenthal does not win five 
games. Of course there will be plenty of draws, but 
he Will not get more than four.'* On our way to 
Faris^ he said : " Well, now I am going to play Harr- 
vntz^ and I woiild bet the same as I did about Lowen- 
thal and when he was preparing to meet Anderssen, 
he awarded four games to the Prussian champion. In 
every instance he overrated his opponents, or, perhaps 
I should rather say, underrated himsdf. 

The preliminaries were soon settled, all ceremony, 
seconds, &c., being dispensed with ; the only condition, 
that I can recollect, was in regard to smoking. Alter" 
observed that gentlemen could use the weed in the 
room where the match was played, but it nnist be in 
moderation, so as not to render the atmosphere insup- 
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portable. " Alter" gave a capital example on the first 
game : he sat down in front of Morphy with an ordi- 
nary cigar in his month ; when that was nearly finished, 
he ordered the waiter to bring him a full-sized regalia; 
cuttj-pipe and "birdseye" followed the regdUa; and 
then he left the room to fetch an nnmense tM€T$(^i/CLWPi^f 
from which he blew clouds worthy of Peter Stuyve- 
sant and the Knickerbockers. 

Alter " was thoroughly acquainted with the pecu* 
liar nature of the " pawn and move" game ; Morphy, 
on the contrary, was less accu^j turned to those odds 
than to any other. In New Orleans, he did not engage 
even players, or any, in fiust, but such as he gave the 
knight, and much mure frequently, the rook. In Xew 
York, he played a short match at pawn and move" 
with Mr, Stanley, and that may be considered his 
introduction to such odds ; I was, therefore, as much 
astonished as any one when I saw him make such 
short work of " Alter," who never won a single game, 
and only succeeded in drawing two. I am afraid that 
this result seriously interfered with !Mr. Staunton's 
fixing a day for the conimenceiuent of the match 
between himself and Morphy, 

It must not be supposed that our hero was devoting 
all his time to chess, or that the game wa«s always 
uppermost in his thoughts. A foreigner, and especially 
an American, feels bound to visit aU the lions " of 
the English metropolis, and Morphy was no exception 
to the rule. I was ahnost constantly with him, and 
certauily no subject was less frequently referred to 
than chess. I have been amused with the conduct of 
gentlemen on similar occasions, who seemed to think 
that no other subject than that could interest ixim^ 
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and after perfcmaciously confining the conversation to 
tiie game, took upon themselves to declare that it was 

the single thought o1' life. So that, in Enc^land, 
he is looked upon as a chess automaton. In IVaiice 
tiiej give him the veij opposite charaeter, complaining 
of his aversion for the game. 

Precisely the same thnig was observable in their 
references to the peculiar style of his play. In Eng- 
land, they considered him the very beau^ideai of bril- 
liancy , companng him to McDonnell, and to ''Cochrane, 
without his laults." In Paris, however, they eharae- 
teiized his game as solide, dose, and analytical, not 
possessing brillianoe like Labourdonnais although 
these Frenchmen, one and all, with the exception of 
De Riviere, forced their close openings upon him. 

Since Mr. Staunton's volimtary relinquishment of 
what he tenns ^'actual play," confminc; himself to con- 
sultation games and "odds," Mr. Boden is admitted to 
be the best English player.* The B's certainly form a 
strong phalanx amongst London amateurs, numbering 
such names as Buckle, Boden, Barnes, Erien, Bird; 
but the first-named gentleman has long since quitted 
the Usts. Mr. Boden was no exception to the rule of 
English players in their opinion of Morphy, on the 
latter's arriving in Europe ; hut he was one of the 
first to be convinced of the American's superiority^ 
and, with John Bull honesty, immediately avowed it. 
The admirably-conducted chess column in 77ie Field, 
is under his supervision ; and liis remarks therein on 
Morphy's tactics are too well known to require any 
comment from me. I have heard him state his con- 
viction that no one coidd possibly be better adapted 
* The opinion of Morphy and Andensea. 
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for the game, whether physically or mentally ; and he, 
too^ like Heir Ldwentfaal, ranks Morphy above all 
known players. In tlic month of January last, lie 
drew my attention to one game in particular, between 
our hero and Anderssen, stating that he vrsA satisfied 
** Labourdonnais would have lost it ten times over/' 
Now it requires great courage on the part of any man 
to place a player beside Labourdonnais^ much more 
above him. Herr Ldwenthal says that he does not 
wonder that the chess world is so backward in giving 
Morphy the rank to which he is entitled ; " but few 
players are capable of appreciatang his games, and it 
was only after careful analysis that I coidd form a 
proper opinion of tliem." He assured me that he has 
frequently been confounded at the depth of Morphy's 
combinations whilst engaged in this work, expressing 
his firm conviction that when a collection of his games 
shall be placed before the public, the cheaa world will 
rank Morphy above all players, living or dead* 

The proportion in which Morphy had beaten Mr. 
Boden was so great, namely, five to one, that a j)romi- 
nent member of the St. George's remarked on hearing 
it, Well, I did not think any playar living could win 
from Mr. Boden in such proportion." I remember a 
similar occurrence in reference to Mr. Perrin, the late 
secretary of the New York Chess Club, some weeks 
before the appearance of Paul Morpliy in that city, 
lii ausw er to a remark, this gentleman replied, " That 
is the same as saying that a player could give any of 
us a piece,'' (meaning the principal members of his 
club, who werp considered about on a par with each 
other.) Xow, I don^t think that Labourdonnais, 
even, could give me the knight." Morphy, neverthe- 
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less, after beating him at even, at pawn and move, 

and paA\ Ti and two, offered him the knight, which w a^ 
accepted for trial's sake and out of five games 
there was a difference of the odd victoiy, but my 
memoiy fiiils me as to whether it was won by Morph j 
or not. Mr. Perrin not feel displeased at my 
mentioning this iact^ because it is pretty well con- 
ceded now, that where any other player can give pawn 
and two moves, Morpby can very easily give llic 
knight. European celebrities, in making comparison 
of the strength of different amateuiiB> leave Morphy 
oat of the question ; and when they compare him at 
all, it is 01 J V with Laboiirdonnais. And \qvy few of 
them, too, woidd scruple at taking odds from him. 
On the publication of his challenge to Mr. Harrwitz to 
play a match at jyiiwn and move for 500 francs, ^Ir. 
Boden stated in The Fields " There is more than one 
Eng^h player who will be glad to meet Mr« Morphy 
on these terms/' 

The ma-jority of his games in London, Moq^liy 
played at the Divan, It was a general subject of 
Tegretf after he had vanquished the different amateurs 
in the capital, that Mr. Bird was absent in the North, 
and that the American might leave before that gen- 
tieman could visit London. Mr. Bird is a terrible 
£silow for attacking right and left; his game was 
described as the counterpart of Morphy's, it being 
added that he was just the antagonist our hero 
required. At last, Mr. Bird arrived, and the result 
between the two was more startling than ever, Mor- 
phy winning ten to one. It is but just to stat^ that 
Mr. Bird was somewhat out of play, as he himself 
observed ; adding, however, that he never was a match 
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for his antagonist* It gives me much pleasure to 
relate such instaiicea as these, because, as a genwkl 
rule, there are no more btil-coiiiident mortalb than 
prominent chess-players. 

It would be difficult to remember all the- men with 
whom Morphy played at the Divan ; or, rather, with 
whom he did not play. But I must not forget that 
merrv individual, Mr. Lciwe. It was in the Divan 
that Mr. Staunton played Mr. Lowe that cdebrated 
match at pawTi and move, the play in which on both 
sides, as Mr, S. observed, " was unworthy of second- 
rate players in a third-rate codbe-room/' because Mr» 
Staunton was beaten. Since that occasion, Mr. Staun- 
ton has slighted the Divan, but Mr. Ijowc still 
flourishes there, ever ready to meet ail comers, and 
if not nightly playing somebody, at aU events nightly 
making everybody laugh. Mr. Lowe made trial of 
Morphy privately, immediately on the latter's arrival, 
and forthwith ran to the Divan to tell ev^body^ 
much to everybody's disgust, that not one of them 
would have any chance against the American. They 
all laughed at him, the only reply being, Oh, Lowe, 
you*re a fimny fellow 1" 

Before the Birmingham meeting, Morphy had met 
aU. the leading IMetropolitan players, with, of course, 
the exception of Mr. Staunton. And yet, perhaps, I 
(should not except that gentleman, for our hero had 
played in twu cotisiiltation games with him, Mr. 
S.'s ally being "Alter," and Morphy's, Mr. Barnes. 
Messrs. Barnes and <^ Alter" are well matched. Both 
of these consultation games were won by Messrs. 
Barnes and jNIorphy. 

As the latter part of the month of August ap- 




. ly j^ud by Google 



71 



proached, considerable curiosity was evinced, in vari- 
ous quarters, as to whether Paul Morphjr would then 
be a contestant in the tournament. Although not a 

Yankee, he, nevertheless, displayed as uiuch cute- 
ness under oft-repeated interrogatories as the 
downiest down Easter feeling what an important 
bearing his determination would have upon the ex- 
pected match \nth Mr. Staunton. In a subsequent 
chapter will be found his reasons for not entering the 
lists on that occasion. He was well aware that his 
decision must necessarily produce considerable dis- 
appointment, but he was conscious that a tournament 
triumph is by no means an accurate test of strength. 
If Chess can ever become a ^anie of chance, it is 
under such circumstances ; and the only sure criterion 
of the respectiye strengths of two opponents is bj 
actual hand-to-hand encounter. 

But Morphv (lid not iiiti ud disappointing the Bir- 
mingham gentry altogether, and felt con I'lK^ed that 
if he played six or eight games blindfold before the 
Association, they would pardon his absence at the 
opening of the meeting* After the tournament had 
got into the second section, he left London, and amved 
at Birmingham before the day's proceedings had fully 
coiiimenced. I had the pleasure of accompanying 
him, and, on oiu' ai'rival at the College in vi hich the 
meeting of the British Chess Assodation was held, we 
found quite a crowd in the commodious rooms pro- 
vided by the Committee oi" Management. The Presi- 
dent of the Birmingham Club, Mr. Aveiy, introduced 
the young American to the members of the Associa- 
tion, and the cheers with \\ liich he was received were 
such as seldom come &om others than Englishmen. 
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Morphy advaaced up the room vHlthout the slightest 
embarrassmenty although his reception was as un- 

lookcd for as it was flattering. Saint Amant, wlio 
was present, wrote a brilliant account of the meeting 
to the Paris journal Le Sport, and I am onlj sorry 
that I have not the article in question by me at the 
present moment. The style of the article, however, 
is indelibly fixed in my memory, reminding one of the 
Lays of the old Troubadours. Saint Amant writes 
prose in poetry, and he has made of Morphy an epic 
hero. He tells the Parisians that the young American 
is no mere pale-faced boy, visiting foreign lands to 
increase his powers; but "a citizen of the TTnited 
States, who comes to claim a sceptre in Europe.'* 
Then again, ^'his walk is that of a long, and he 
advances through the crowd of strangers like a mon- 
arch receiving homage from liis court." But he does 
not forget to state that Morphy is innately modest, 
and that ail this admiration has no bad effect upon 
him; for such has been the theme of every one who 
has been brought in contact ^^^th him. 

Most of the principal players in England were as- 
sembled at Birmingham, in August, 1858. Amongst 
them, Staunton, Lowenthal, Boden, Bird, Kipping, 
Owen, Salmon, Avery, Hampton, tlie President of the 
Association (Lord Lyttelton), Falkbeer, Brien, etc. 
The prominent feature of the meeting w^s, of course, 
the tournament prizes of sixty and twenty guineas, for 
which Messrs. Staimton, Lowenthal, St. Amant, Jb'alk- 
beer, Sipping, Owen, Hughes, Brien, Smith, Ligleby, 
Bird, Zsabo, Hampton, Beettlestone, and Salmon con- 
tended. The sixteenth player was intended to be 
Morphy, but not appearing in time, he was ruled to 




L ly j^cLj L^y Google 



HOBFET HT SBTOIiAin). 



73 



hftye lost all further share in the contest. It was 

matter for miieli disappointment that Mr. Bodon did 
not enter the lists, especially after the gallant light he 
had made at the preyious meeting of the association, 
in Manchester. The final restdt was that Herr Lowen- 
thal carried off the first prize, and ilerr Faikbeer the 
second ; and, so &r as the former gentleman was con* 
cemed, almost every player was both astonished and 
gratified at the denouement. It was only during the 
week preceding the Bii-ninigham i'estival, that the 
Hungarian had succumbed to his youthful antagonist, 
and he had consequently entered on a fresh contest 
with all the disheartening recollections of defeat ; a 
defeat, too, which he expressed his belief had seriously 
damaged his chess reputation* Prominent London 
players had criticized his games \^-ith Morphy in an 
inconsiderate spirit, the almost universal statement 
being that he had not played up to anything like his 
usual strength. The criticisms on his moves in the 
widely circulated columns of the lUiist rated London 
News were cruel to a degree ; slighting allusions being 
made to his bookish theoric/' etc. Yet this old 
veteran goes down to the field of ])attle -with unsliaken 
courage, wins two games, one ailer the other, horn 
Mi, Staunton, in the second section of the toumay, 
and carries off the first prize in the teeth of fourteen 
able competitors. This result prov ed one thing be- 
yond a doubt, namely, that Morphy's late triumph 
was flie consequence of his superior strength, and not 
from mere want of practice and skill on the part of 
Herr Lowenthal. And it also verilied the obse^^ ation 
of Mr. Gtoorge Walker, in BelVs Life, that <'Mr. 
Morphy beat Mr. Lowenthal because Mr* Morphy was 
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stronger than Mr. Ldwenthal." Oh, Mr. Walker; 
Mr. Walker 1 what a rude way you have of puttmg 
naked truths before the public ! Why will you not 

dress up l are fects in fa-shionable literary crinoline? 

Of course Morphy was not allowed to twirl his 
thumbs in idleness, especially with so energetie a 
master of the ceremonies as Mr. Avery. This gen- 
tleman soon arranged a contest between our hero and 
Mr. Kipping, the leading Manchester player, and 
exponent of the Evans' Gkunbit. Mr. K. had tiie move, 
and played the opening he has so much at heart ; 
Morphy accepted, under the impression that he, too^ 
knew something about the Evan8^ Virat game scored 
by the American, the Manchester amateur thirsting 
for revenge. Morphy, in his turn, plays the Evans', 
and Mr. Kipping cries ^'enough." No other single 
games were played by Morphy during the meeting, 
the leading celebrities present being engaged in the 
tournament, but our hero made up the dilierence by 
astonishing the natives with a display of his blindfold 
powers. 

When Morphy declared his intention, in London, 
to play «ght games without sight of the board, there 
were very few who believed the thing possible. They 
knew that Laboiirduunais and Piiilidor had played two 
or three games simultaiKH)usly, and that iueseritzky 
and Harrwitz had repeated the performance in later 
times, but there was a wide leap from three to eight 
antagonists. Harrwitz had earned a great reputation 
in Europe by his blindfold prowess, and was regarded 
without a rival, although many other players, such as 
Anderssen, iJe liivicre, etc., had occasionally met two 
or three antagonists at a time. Here was a coil 
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this young champion of the West, not sati^jfied with 
yanqiushing all the chess veterans of England over 
the board, prepares to cast for ever into the shade the 
moBt astoiusiung performances of this and past ages. 
Well might Saint Amant declare that it was enough 
to make the hemes of Philidor and Labourdonnais 
rattle in their ^2^ves ! 

I well remember Paul Morphy's first blindfold con- 
test in New York* It was on the oocasion of Paulsen's 
playing against four antagonists without sight of the 
board. Morphj offered to be one of his adversaries, 
and to meet him on the same conditions ; and some- 
where about the twentieth move he announced mate 
in five, much to Paidsen's astonishment, wiio did not 
think the crash was so near, although well aware he 
was going to the bad." Mr« Paulsen got such an 
insight into Morphy's blindfold capabilities, that he 
subsequently observed to me, !Mr. Morphy can play 
as many games, without seeing the board, as I can, 
only he is so unwiUing to lose a game/' 

It will here be well to mark the dilference between 
the blindfold performances of these two gentlemen, 
* Both of them see the boards in the mind's eye equally 
well, but there the resemblance stops. Paulsen's con- 
tests average fifty moves, whereas Morphy's seldom 
extend beyond thirty. The former is a balista, the 
latter, a rifle bullet. What each is over the board, he 
is with liis ba<.'k turned to it, and there are many even, 
in ^Europe, who nuuntaui that Morphy's blindibid feats 
are more brilliant than his usual mode of play« Paul 
Morphy, however, attaches very little importance to 
these displays, calling them mere tours de forcey not- 
withstanding that they appear so wonderful to the 
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multitude. To quote a &yorite expression of his, one 
frequently used bj him in speaking on the subject — 

It proves nothiiip:." 

A jouug gentleman has lately appeared somewheie 
in Germany^ who, we are informed, has reproduced 
Morphy's performances at Birmingham and Paris. In 
fact, he is represented to have precisely re-enacted the 
American's victory in the French capital, pkying 
ag iinst eight strong antagonists/' winning from six, 
and drawing from two. There scorns some "method** 
in this ; at least I, for one, cannot help feeling suspi- 
cious, espedally as the news is heralded to the world 
in connection with Morphy^s name. I have seen one 
of the games played on the occasion, in which this 
young gentleman announces mate in ten or twelve 
moves — an astonishing annoimcement, indeed, under 
the circumstances. The \\liule aiiuir is beautifully 
managed throughout, and, whether played blindfolded, 
or over the board, marks the player as an amateur of 
the very highest order. Was the transaction bond 
fidel Now I do not wish to depreciate any man for 
the sake of benefiting another. Falmam qui meruit^ 
frniU We know that Morphy has played against 
eight antagonists on two separate and most public 
occasions, and that the most eminent players in Eng- 
land and France were witnesses of his performance. 
If Germany does possess a second Morphy, let him 
step forward and prove his identity, and I, for one, 
will do liim reverence. Cannot that responsible body, 
the Berlin Chess Qub, tell us something tangible 
about him, and \^hy it is that we never heard any- 
thing about him till now ? Perhaps he is a new Deas- 
chappelles, and has acquired chess in forty-eight hours, 
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on hearing of Morphy^s feato. The Berlin Schach- 

zeitung can surely investigate this affair, and enlighten 
us on what seems very much like a ruse de guerre — ^an 
invention of the enemy. 

But let us return to Birmingham. Mr. Avery asked 
the young i\merican wliat eight aiitagoiiists he would 
select ; w hen the hitter replied that it was immaterial 
to him, but that he should prefer all strong players. 
There were then in the room Messrs. Staunton, Saint 
Amant, Liiwenthal, Boden, Falkbeer, Brien, and others 
of not much inferior strength, and Morphy was in 
hopes that many, if not all, of these gentlemen would 
ofier themselves as opponents. But he was mistaken, 
and great difficulty waa experienced by the Committee 
of Management in making up the required eighty who 
were, finally, as follows : Lord Lyttelton, President of 
the British Chess Association, Eev. Mr. Salmon, the 
strongest Irish player, Messrs. Kipping, Avery, Wills, 
Bhodes, Garr, and Dr. Freeman. Paul Morphy wae 
put up in a corner al Uie end of the room, and, every- 
thing being prepared for action, he threw open his 
port-holes^ and gave the signal^ ^'Pawn to King's 
!Foiutii on all the boards/' 

Of course I am not going to mystify the general 
reader with the scientific details of the contest. I 
know that Lord Lyttelton had the first board, and 
received the deference due to his exalted rank, by 
being the iirst put hor$ du co-mlat, and I remarked, too, 
that after his lordship had decided on hie yarioiui 
moves, he would get up from his seat, walk towards 
the end of the room, and contemplate Morpliy, as 
though desirous of seeing how he did it. And 1 know, 
too, that St. Amant was running firom table to table, 
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giTing advice to one and the other, with his continualy 

** II va croquer as an intimation that one or the 
other must look out for a pawn or a piece in danger. 
And then, too, Morphy kept on checking Mr. Aveiy's 
king by moving his rook from the seventh square to 
the eighth, backwards and forwards, until that esti- 
mable gentleman declared it was a drawn game, when 
a bystander horrified him with the information— 

That is only after fifty moves ; Morphy will keep 
you there imtil he has kiboshed the others, and llien 
he will honor you with his sole attention/' But the 
game was finally dedared drawn. 

And, at the finish, how ever} Ixidy applauded when 
Morphy arose, the vanquisher of six, having only lost 
the game with Mr. Kipping — through an oversight at 
the beginning. And how everybody was astonished 
\v'hen he stepped, from his seat as fresh as a newly 
plucked daisy, and Mr. Staunton examined him closely 
to find traces of &tigue. Then, indeed, his not playing 
in the tournament was forgiven and forgotten. 

Then there was the soiree, and the capital matter-of- 
£su3t address of Lord Lyttelton. His lordship lauded 
Morphy to the skies, both for his blindfold and other 
play, and referred to the match with Mr. Staunton, 
trusting that Morphy would beat every other antago- 
nist but that gentleman. Nothing more now remained 
to be done, in England, for some months to come ; and 
Morphy returned to London, to prepare lor his cam- 
paigns on the Continent* 
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THE SXALNTOX AFFAIE. 

Honour pricks ine on. Tea, but if honour pricks me off when 
I come on ? how then ? "^Sir Johh Falstaff. 

We must anticipate the events of a few months, in 

order to place the discus:5ion with Mr. Staunton w liero 
it properly beiougSi viz., with Morphy's achievements 
in jESnffland. 

Paul Morphy's principal object in coming to Europe 
was — to play a match with Mr. kjtaunton. I am w ell 
aware that a young gentleman^ travelling for the Urst 
tune in foreign countries, must have many objects in 
\iew ; but, in tliis particular case, the ]^retext for the 
voyage, the v ery inducement for his liieiid:j to consent 
to his journey was to repeat that challenge personally , 
in England, which Mr. Staunton had declined on the 
ground of the place of combat not being in Europe. 
It is necessary that this point should be understood, 
because much of the controversy hinges upon it? If 
we exaiuniu the cliailenge addressed to Mr. Staunton 
by tte New Orleans Chess Club, we liiid therein two 
main ideas ; Istly. That Mr. Staunton is a representa- 
tive of European diess. 2ndly. That American players 
challenge him to combat with their represeniaLive. 
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Mr. Staunton's reply raised but one objection ; and 
that objection led Paul Morphy to croBS the Atlantic, 
in order to remove the only stumbling-block in the 
way of the contest. 

I was constantly with Morphy after his arrival in 
London, and a frequent subject of conyersation between 
us was the match with Mr. Staiuiton. That, too, was 
the tirst, the principal topic, at all the London Clubs 
we visited, and everything but the date was looked 
upon as decided. Mr. Staunton, however, had not, as 
yet, stated explicitly that he accepted the challenge, 
but he did so vivd voce shortly after Mr. Morph.y'8 
arrival, and, subseg^uently, in the Illustrated London 
JStws, 

It seems as if Mr. IStauntou had rejfrained trom 

accepting the deji until a somewhat accurate estimate 

could be formed of his challenger's strength. Pre- 
viously to the latter's arrival, Mr. S.'s opinion of him 

was not at all e(j[ual to that entertained by his country- 
men in America, nor did any player in England give 
him the rank which he now holds. There were no 
means by which to judge of his force. Xut dozen 
of his games all told had been seen in Europe, and 
his antagonists were comparatively unknown, witii the 
exception of Mr. Charles H. Stanley. But that gen- 
tleman had, for some years, withdrawn from the chess 
arena, and his play with Moqjhy did not, certainly, 
equal his former exploits with Bousseau and Schulten, 
It was, therefore, absolutely necessary to await the 
result of his play with some known European antago- 
nist; and I &el confident that the stature of his 
ability was measured on his first twelve or fiffceen 
games with Mr, J3ames. Judging from these jpaWies^, 
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Paul Morphj was little, if anything, superior to that 
genHeman ; but time had not been allowed him to re- 

cover from the fatigues of his voyage, and I have 
dlw ays remarked that travelling, even by rail, seriously 
deteriorates Morphy^s game* 

In accepting tiie challenge, Mr. Staunton postponed 
the commencement of the match for a month, "in order 
to brush up his openings and endings." This was too 
reasonable for Morphy to decline. Subsequently, as 
will be seen by the latter's correspondence, Mr. Staun- 
ton obtamed a postponement until aiter the Birming- 
ham meeting, in August. In the meantime, the young 
American had won the match with Herr Lowenthal, 
beaten Alter" in a set contest at pawn and move," 
and startled the chess community by the imposing 
manner in which he had triumphed over evei^ oppo- 
nent. Public opinion had changed in respect to him. 
This was evinced by the way in which the London 
players, almost universally, spoke of the proposed 
match. I have heard gentlemen at the London Chess 
Clul), the Divan, nay, even at the St. George's, declare 
repeatedly — Mr. Staunton now knows too well what 
antagonist he will have to deal with. Depend upon it, 
he wiH find means of backing out." This language, 
repeated at every turn, necessarily caused Paul Morphy 
some anxiety. On myself, however, I can consden- 
tiously declare it had no effect. I did not believe it 
possible that any man, having so publicly accepted 
a challenge, would attempt to avoid a contest, and 
expressed this opinion to Mr. Morphy, It vrill be 
well not to credit all that one hears. Mr. Staunton 
has numerous enemies ; do not allow yourself to be 
prejudiced by them, but look upon his acceptance 
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of the challenge as a certaiuty that the match mil 
come off/' 

With yet unshaken confidence in Mr. Staunton's 

intention to play, Paul Moi'j^liy addressed him a short 
note, ten days prior to the Birmingham meeting ; to 
tins he received a somewhat lengthy reply, the main 
point in it being that Mr* Staimton still required a 
few weeks" for preparation. Morphy responded forth - 
withy entirely removing all gromid for further excuse 
by " leaving the terms to himself.'^ Here was an un- 
justifiable mode of putting an end to diploniaey ! Mr, 
IS. could not continue a correspondence with one so 
overwhelmingly courteous, and he left London for 
Birmingham, wiiliout even acknowledging the receipt 
of the letter. 

Much aigument has been built up against Paul 
Morphy on his non*appearance in the tournament^ 
and one writer has endeavoured to prove from it that 
he was afraid to meet Mr. Staunton. Before leaving 
London, the latter gentlemiui assured his young oppo- 
nent that he should not enter the Uste^ Im^ shovHd eow/me 
Mrm^elf to simple consultation (fames. Why Mr. S. 
clianged his mind, it is not for me to say ; 'although I 
might argue that Mr. Staunton sallied forth courage- 
ously, when he was certain that " Achilles keeps his 
tent." However, Paul Morphy's first reason for not 
entering the toumay was that, his main object being 
to meet Mr. Staunton, and that gentleman having 
stated lu.^ intention of confining liimself to a mere 
consultation game, as in past years, there was no 
chance of their crossing swords, and, consequently, no 
use of his spending two or three weeks in a contest 
w hich never could be a decisive test of skill. But, 
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^en repeated telegrams assured him that the English 

champion had decided on becoming a contestant, there 
were still stronger reasons for \m continued declina- 
tion. These reasons were the consequences of Mr. 
Staunton's own acts, added to the opinion of nearly 
every London player, that that gentleman was seeking 
an opportunity to eyade the match. All these occur- 
rences had somewhat shakoi Mr. Mor])h v' s &ith, and 
he could not but be suspicious oi" his antagonist'8 
movements. Me therefore declined positivehj and JinaUy 
to ewt«r the taumammtf tmder the belief that, whether he 
won or loBt in that contest^ it would he equally to the pre'- 
judice of the clialhuge. Mr. 16 la union might say, ** / 
have beaten Morphy; what ie the use of further contest 2^^ 
or ^* He has beaten me^ I am consequently out of play. 
It would he madness to atttwpt a set matihr This, and 
tiiis only, prevented Paul Morphy from visiting Bir- 
mingham at the commencement of the tournament. Had 
he gone there whm requested, every influence would 
have been brought to bear to induce him to alter his 
determination ; and he merely consulted the interests 
of the contest he had so much at heart, by keeping out 
of temptation until the tournament was too far mider 
way to admit of liib entering it. 

But the meeting of the association afforded an ad- 
mirable opportunity to obtain from Mr. Staunton the 
naming of the day oti wliieh the mat^h slioidd com- 
mence. Part of the proceedings of the anniversary wjia 
a public soiriSy and Paul Morphy resolved that he 
would then his antagonist, in the face of all pre- 
sent, to fix the date. I had the pleasure of accom- 
panying our hero to Birmingham, and I witnessed the 
disagreeable eowtre-'temps which upset this admirable 
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intention* Crossing the courtyard of the coU^ on 
the morning of the soirSe^ we met Lord Lyttelton, Mr. 
Stauiiton, Mr. Avery, and, I thiiik, Mr. Wills. Now 
I do not know whether Mr. Staunton had got wind of 
what was to occur, but his action certainly frustrated 
Morphy's plan, and, for the moment, gave him the ad- 
\ antage. iii all such rencontres the man who gets the 
first word has the attack, and Mr. Staunton instantly 
ayailed himself of it. He opened fire hy declaring 
that he was entirely out of play — that he had long 
been engaged on a great work — that he was under 
bonds to his publishers accordingly — ^that he might 
subject them to a loss of many thousands m playing 
at the present time, and so forth. But he never stated 
aught that appeared to intimate the possibility of the 
match not coming off eventually, his plea being that 
he required further time, in order to put sufficient 
matter into the hands of the printers, and to prepare 
himself subsequently for the contest. It was now 
Morpliy's turn, and the attack changed hands. The 
question was put : Mr. {Staunton, will you play in 
October^ in November, or December? Choose your 
own time^ but let the arrangement be final.'' The 
answer was: "Well;, Mr. Morphy, if you will consent 
to the postponement, I will play you at the beginning 
of November. I will see my publishers, and let you 
know the exact date within a few days." The associa- 
tion now looked upon the affair as decided, and Morphy 
left Birmingham, iirmly believing that the matdi would 
come off after all. 

On the 28th of August, within a few days of the 
above conversation, the following extraordinary an- 
nouncement appeared in the Illmtrated London Ifm» : 
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A SFBOmSN or MB. BTAUHTON'S 8nX8 OB PLAT. 

Anti-book. — As you 8iinni8e> ** knowing the authoritj," the 
dang of the sporting p^)er in qnestion regarding die proposed 
enconnter between Mr. Stanntoa and the joong American ia 
''bnnkanu'' In matches of importance it is the invariable prae* 
tice in this conntij, before anything definite is settled, for each 
par^ to .be proyided with representatives to anange the terms 
and money for the stakes. Ifr. Moiphy has come here nnfkr- 
nished in both respects ; and, althongh both will no donbt be 
forthcoming in due time, it is clearly impossible, until they are, 
that any determinate amuigenient ciin be made. 2. The state- 
ment of another contemporary that the rednction in the amount 
of stakes from £lono jiside to £500 was made at the 8ug<;ostion 
of the English amati ur, i«5 equally devoid of tntth; the proposal 
to reduce tlie amount haviug been made by Mr. Moiphy. 

I was perfectly astonished when I read this state- 

ment. " Mr. I\Ioq)hy had caused the stakes to be 
reduced from i:i,000 to ^00 aside." Without men- 
tioning Englishmen^ there were Americans in London 
and Paris who asserted that Morphy could be backed 
against Mr. Staunton for £10,000, mid the money he 
raised within twenty-fowr hours* I mentioned this £ek^ 
to a noble lady in Paris^ in order to show the confi- 
dence in which the youn^? American was held, and she 
replied, "Ohl as regards that, you may tell Mr, 
Morphy from me, that for £10,000 against Mr. Staun- 
ton, or any player in Europe, he must not go fiuiiher 
than my house." 

I asked Morphy to demand an immediate retraction 
of the unblushing statements contained in the above 
paragraph, but he replied — " "Wlieii a man resorts to 
such means as these, he will not stop until he has com- 
mitted himself irremediably. Let him go on/' Shortly 
after that Mr. Staunton changed his tactics. Let not 



Digiii^cu l^y 



PAUL MOSPH¥* 



the reader Bui^^ose I am about to represent things 
otherwise than they appear on the record. Let him 

take up the files of the Illmtrated Lomlon News Ironi 
the time of Morphy's amval in England to his match 
with HarrwitE ; let him examine the analyses of the 
games, the notes to the moves in that paper, and he 
will invariably perceive that the American's antagonists 
could or might have won, tiie necesaaiy inference being 
— There's nothing so extraordinary about Morphy^s 
play, after all.'' A change appeared in the criticism 
on the eight bliutUbld games at Birmingham, but, then, 
Morphy stood alone, and interfered with no one's pre- 
tensions. When, however, the match with Harrwitz 
came off, Mr. Staunton's tone was suddeulv altered, 
and this gentleman who, previously, had scarcely a 
word of commendation for Morphy, now talked of 
" combinations which would have excited the admira- 
tion of Labourdonnais/' 

The force of ' language ' could no further go.'* 

Mr. Morphy jnclged from this unexpected change 
of tone that Mr. Staunton either believed that these 
contests with continental players would take up so 
much of his time in Europe, that he would have to 
leave without playing him ; or that ]\Ir. S. was ex- 
perimenting on the miaxim — " There are more flies 
caught with honey than with vin^or/' He ti^erefore 
addressed him tibe following letter, and in order that 
the public might no longer be under misapprehension 
as to the case in haiid, he sent copies of the communi- 
cation to those pap^ which had shown him marked 
kindness in Europe. At the suggestion of a very 
shrewd and attached American Inend, a copy was also 
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forwarded to the editor-in-ohiei' of the Illustrated Lon^ 
dm News. 

The publication of the letter to Mr. Stauiitoii, in bo 
many journals, was a judicious proceeding. !News- 
papers are not fond oi embarking in a discussion 
which may probably ''draw its slow length along/' 
and terminate aiigiily. Besides, whatever the feeling 
might be on the merits of the case, Mr. Staunton was 
certainly in the position of English champion, and 
John Bull does not like it to be proclaimed that one 
of his sons shows the white feather." But, at the 
same time, rivairj^ exists between all journals as to 
precedence of news, and one paper would not wiUingly 
be behind the others in giving Morphy's letter. Ac- 
cordingly, the following Saturday, Beirs Life, The 
Era, The Meld, and The Sunday Times publshed it as 
follows : — 

KO&FHY'S LeXT£It TO BTAUNTOIT. 

Cais PS LA BMamnmEt Oek, S, 1W. 

Howard Stauxton, "Rsq. : 

Sir, — On my amval in Enp:1fiTid, three months since, I renewed 
the challenge to you, personally, which the New Orleans Chess 
Club had given some months previouslj. You immediatel/ ac- 
cepted, but domanded a month's delay in order to prepare yonr* 
self for the contest Subsequently, yon proposed that the time 
s&onld be postponed until after the Birmingham meeting, to which 
I assented. On the approach of the period yon had iized, I ad- 
dressed yon a commnnication, requesting diat the necessary pre- 
liminaries might be immediately settled, but yon left London 
without replying to it. I went to Biimingbam for the express 
purpose of addng you to put a stop to furdier delay by fixing a 
date for the opening of our match ; but before the opportunity 
preseiUtid iu>elf yuu came to me, and, in the presence of Lord 
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Lyttelton, Mr. Arery, and otlier gentlemen, you stated tlint yonr 
time was much occupied in editing a new edition of Shakespeare, 
and that you were under heavy bonds to your publishen accord- 
ingly. But you leiterated your intention to play me, and said 
that if I would consent to a ihrther postponement until the first 
veek in Noyember» you would, within a few days, commnnicate 
with me and fix the exact date. I have not heaid fotiher from 
you, either privately, by letter, or through tibe columns of the 
IllutiraUd London Newt* 

A statement appeared in the chess department of that joomal 
a few weeks since, that ^ Mr. Morphy had come to Europe unpro- 
vided with backers or seconds," the inference being obvious that 
my waiu of 111 lids w :ls the reason of our match nut taking place. 
As you aro the cdilur of that department of the Illustrated London 
Neivsy I feh hurt that a gentleman who had always received meat 
his club and elsewhere with great kiu-lnoss aud courtesy, should 
allow so prejudicial a statonioTit to be made in ron^rence to me— 
one, too, which is not strictly in accordance with lact. 

Permit me to repeat what I have invariably declared in ereiy 
chess community I have had the honor of entering, that I am not 
a professional player — that I never wnshed to make any skill I 
possess the means of pecuniary advancement — and that my 
earnest desire is never to play for any stake bat honor. My friends 
in New Orleans, however, subscribed a certain sum, without any 
countenance fiom me, and that sum has been ready for you to 
meet a considerable time past Since my arrival in Paris I have 
been assured by numerous gentlemen that the value of those 
stakes can be immediately increased to any amount; but, for my- 
self personally, reputation is the ouly incentive I recognize. 

The matter of seconds cannot, certainly, t ill r any diflBculty. I 
had tlie pleasure of being first received in Lumdon by the St. 
George's Chess Club, of which you arc so distinguislied a mem- 
ber ; and of those gentlemen I request the honor ol apjminting 
niy seconds, to whom I give full authority in settling all pre- 
liminaries. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to state that I h^yc addressed a copy 
of this letter to the editors of the lUuttraUd London News, BeWo 
lAfe tn London^ The Era, The Fields and The Sundaff rtme#, being 
desirous that oar true position should no kmger be misnndeistood 
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by the communis at large. Again requesting jon to fix the date 
fat our oommencing the match, 

I have the honor to remain, sir^ 

Your Yocy hmnble senraa^ 

Paitl Moupbt, 

At the same time Mr. Morphy forwarded tlie fol- 
lowing communication to the Secretary of the St. 
QeoTge^Bj requesting the Club to appoint hia seconds 
in the match : — 

morfht's mm lo thb ra. €hkxb4»b*s club* 

T. Hampton, Esq., 

Secretary of the St, Georgt^M Chu$ Club : 

Sib,— I beg respectfiillj to infbrm yon that the New Orleans 
Chess dub has depodted £500 at the Banking Honse of Mesafs. 
Hejwood Sc Co., London : lhat sum being my proportion of the 
stakes in the approaching match with Mr. Staunton* 

' I shall esteem it a great honor if the St. Gcorj^^e's Chess Chib 
will do mc tlic favor of appointing my seconds in that contest. 
To such gentlemen as they may appoint I leave the settling of all 
preliminaries. 

May I request you to lay this coniniimication lu foro ihc mem- 
bers of the Club, and to oblige me with an early answer ? 

I have flie honour to remain, sir, 

Your Teiy humble and ohed^t serrt, 

pAtntt Mospsr. 

Cafe ps la. Rxoxstck, Fabsb, Oct. Stb, 1858. 

It would be difficult to imagine a more respect&l 
and kindly letter than that to Mr. Staunton. Since 
Morphy's arrival in Europe he had considered iii]iir>olf 
ill-used by that gentleman. His games had been 
annotated in an inferentially depreciatory manner, his 
victories accounted for, and his antagonists excused. 
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He had been placed in a ridiculous light before tiid 
public by the utterly &iBe assertion that he had oome 
to Europe to challenge Mr. Staunton or any one els&— 

without a f front tn his purse. And yet he never 
charges Mr. iStaunton ydih. being the author of the 
filsehood, although IMar. S« is tilie known editor of tiie 
chess column of the lUns^rated London Nm$, He 
positively invites explanation in the most charitable 
and ^Christian-like manner; never even calling the 
statement in question, as he might have done, a 
positive nntnuli, Itut politely characterizing it as 
« not strietly in accordance with fact/* 

The Illustrated London 2iews did not immediately 
publish the letter, or make any remark upon it, as did 
the other papers ; but at the commencement of the 
week, Paid Morphy received a private eoniinunication 
from Mr. Staunton (subsequently published in the 
chess cuiuiiui oi The Illustrated London News), as 
foiiowa ; — 

STAmiTON'S BEFLT TO MOBFHT. 

LoxDoy, Oct. 9th, 1858. 
Sir, — In rci)ly to your letter, I have to obsen e tliat you must 
be perfectly conscious that the diflBculty in the way oi my en- 
gaging in a chess-match is one over which I have no controL 
Ycm were distinctly apprised, in answer to the extraordinary 
propoeal of your friends that I should leave my home, fiunily, and 
avocatioDS, to proceed to New Orleans for the piurpose of playing 
chesB with you, that a long and arduous contest^ even in Lcmdon, 
would be an undertaking too fonuidable for me to embark in 
wiAout ample opportunity fx the recoYeiy of my oM straigA in . 
play, toother with such amngements as would prevent the sacri- 
fice of my professional engagements. Upon your unexpected 
arrival here, the same thin^ was repeated to you, and my accept- 
ance of your challenge was cntiiely conditional on my being able 
to gain time for practice* 
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The experience, however, of some weeks, during which I have 
labond unceasingly, to the seriouB mjniy of my health, ihowe 
that nol only ie it impnoticable for me to save ttme for that po:^ 
po0e» but that by no means short of givmg up a great work on 
which I am engaged, saljecting the publishers to the loss of 
thousands, and myself to an action for breach of contract^ could 
I obtain time CTea for tiie match itself. Such a sacrifice is, of 
conrse, ottt of all question. A match at chess or cricket (proh 
fjudor I why don't he say, ** or skittles"?) may be a good thing in 
its way, but none but a madman would for either forfeit hia en- 
gagements and imperil his professional reputation. Under these 
circmnstauces, I wiiitcMl only the termination of your late struggle 
(with Mr. Harrwitz) to exi)lain tliat, fettered as I am at this 
moment, it is impossible for me to undertake any enterprise which 
would have the eU'ect oi withdrawing me Irom duties I am pledged 
to fulfil. 

The result is not, perhaps, wha4 either you or I desired, as it 
will occasioB disappointment to many ; but it is unavoidable^ and 
the kss to he regretted, since a contest, wherein one of the com« 
batants must fight under disadvantages so manifest as those I 
should have to contend against, afler many years' letiremeat from 
practical chess, vriih my attention absorbed and my brain over> 
taxed by mora important pursuits^ could never be aooounted a fiur 
trial of skill. 

I have the honor to be. 

Yours, <kc., H. Stau^iu^. 

Paul MoRPur, 

F.8. — I may add that, although denied the satisfiustion of a set 
encounter widi you at this period, I shaU have much pleasure, 
if you win again become my gaest, m playing you a few games 

sansja^oiu 

Now the aending of thia privatd oonmnmicatioa wae 

a strange course for Mr. Staimton to adopt. It seemed 
to be a bait for Morphj, in order that Mr. S. might 
use his reply in the forthcoming article in the lUuS" 
trtOed London Nem. The young American reaolved 
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that all the correspondence should be public and 
aboye-boardy and did not eyen acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the letter. The Saturday following, Mr. 

Staiintoii gave as excuse for not publishing Morphy's 
missive, the length of M.'s games, but promised it 
and his own response next week." 

On Saturday the 24th of October, the two following 
efilisions graced the columns of Beir$ Life. They had 
also been sent to ITie 3ra, The Meld, and The Swnday 
Times; but, being anonymous, and inclosing no name 
or uddi^ess, were refiised admittance. 

Teinitx Coujioe, CAiiBiui>as» Oct. 9. 

Mb. £ditor : If you enter any chess circle jnsl now, the 
quesdoos sare to be asked are, How aboat the Staunton and 
Morphy match P WiU it come off? Suspect Staunton wants to 
shirk it 7" Kow to these questions it is not always easy to give 
an answer, and yet they ought to be answered, so as to allow of 
no possible misconstraction amongst either friends or foes. There 
is one insinuation which may be very l)riefiy disposed of, namely, 
that Mr. Staunton wishes to avoid phiying. Every oiiu who 
knows him is perfectly aware that he is only too ready to lAny at 
ail times, and that at ever}- disadvantage, rather than incur even 
the faintest suspicion of sho^ang the wlntc feather. For tlie 
benefit of those who have not the })lea,sure of knowing liiin, or 
whose memories are not over tenacious, I may cite as an example 
that in 1844, after vanquishing St. Amant, npon a hint in the 
£^nch papers that his opponent had expressed a wish to have his 
revenge, Mr. S. at once started far Paris once more^ and chal- 
lenged him to the field ; that from 1840 to 1848 Mr. S« played 
witii eveiy antagonist, fineign and English, that conld be brongfat 
against hhn ; and at the Chess Congress, in 1851, he rose snpe- 
rior to all personal considerations, and did not shrink from risking 
his hardly-earned reputation, when the state of his health was 
such that he felt he could not do himself justice ; and all tliis 
solely that the tournament mig^ht not want ihc eclat wliich his 
presence cuuid confer upon it. But, sir, I would submit tiiat this 
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is not simpij a question between Mr. Stannton and Mr. Motfhj, 
We aiB all interested in it Mr. Stannton is llie representatEve of 
Engliah chessy and must not be allowed to risk the national honor 
in an wte^ptal contest, to gratify either the promptings of his own 
chivalrons disposition or the vanity of an antagonist. " Oh ! then 
you admit that Morphy is the better player?" No such thing. 
The question is, not as to which is the better pkyer, hut whether, 
if they meet now, they can do so on equal terms. Now, I ciill it 
an unequal contest when one player, in tiptop pnietiec, with nothing 
to distract his attention, engages another who is (luite om of play, 
and whose mind is harassed by the uiieea>ing pressure of other 
and more important avocations. This is precisely Mr. Staunton's 
case. He is engaged, in addition to his customaiy occupations, 
npon a literary work of great responsibility and magnitude, which 
leaves him searcely a moment iox any other pnrrait ; certainly not 
for chess practice. Indeed, were it merely a question of time it 
would be ahnost unpossible for Mr. Stannton to play a match at 
die present moment; but (his is a matter of small importance 
compared with the mental strain which accompanies sadi inces- 
sant labor. There is nothing which requires more concentration 
of thought than dhess. One moment of relaxed attention, and 
Ihe frnits of the most profound combination are scattered to the 
winds. Keiil elic-.^ Ijctwceii two great players is no mere recrea- 
tion, hut a severe study, and should never he attempted when there 
is any thing else to cliiim the least share of that attention wliich 
aluiu can insure success. If ^Ir. Staunton can steal a few nionihs 
from husiness, and devote himself wholly to eliess, by all means 
let him do so, and then meet Mr. Morphy when and where he 
pleases, and I for one should have no £ear for the result. If he 
cannot do this, I trust he will have moral coinage to say " No." 
If not, his friends should say it for him. He is at least " Fawn 
and two'' below his force of ten years back ; and I repeat that he . 
owes it to the English chess world, whose representatiye he is» not 
to meet Mr. Moiphy at snch odds, when he has ereiy thing to lose 
and notiiing to gain. In the present instance, moreover, he is 
under not the sli^test obligation to play, as Mr. Moiphy gave 
him no intimation that he was coming over at this particular timet 
and I believe Mr. Staunton was not aware of his intention of so 
doing till he wuii actually en route; and it is certainly rather a 
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heavy price to ]mv for the position wiiidi Mr. Staunton justly 
occupies it" be is t<j l)e held hound to cuter t)ie \h>t6 with every 
youii;: iuh I'uturer who has noiliin^j; else to do, and who haj>pens to 
euvy him the laurels m fairly won in many hundreds of encounters 
^itli nearly all the greatest players of the da} . The result of any 
match which he mi^t now play with Mr. Morphy would proye 
literally nothing as to their relative chess powers, and I am vexy • 
iinwiUing to believe that the Americaa would at all vabie a victoiy 
snatched under such circumstances. 

Yours obediendyy M. A. 

F.S. fimce writing the above mj attention has been drawn tt> a 

letter in Bellas Life . addressed to Mr. Staunton by Mr. Morphy 
in which the latter tries to as.-uiiic ilie cliaracter of a much-iiijiucd 
and ill-used man. Kow, how standi* the case? rroni the time 
when he made his suddeu ap]»ca ranee here to the present moment 
Mr. Mor|>hy has been fiilly awai-e that the delay in the proposed 
contest did not depend upon Mr. Staunton, who, so far as he is 
personally concerned, was, and is, preimred to play; though it 
does not speak much for that man's sense of honor who would ever 
think of forcing on a contest, when the inequality is so immense 
as it is between Mr. Mori:)hy's position and that of Mr. Stauntoni ' 
the one with literally nothing to do but to go where he lists to pilay 
diesSy the other with scarcely time for sleep and meals, with his 
brain in a constant whirl with the strain upon it; the one in the 
veiy zenith of his skill, after ten years of incessant practice^ the 
other utterly out of practice for ihat veiy period. Now, let any - 
one read the reply of Mr. Staunton to the preposterous pro])O0al 
on tlic part of Mr. lkfoq)hy'8 friends, that he (Mr. S.) shoidd go 
over to New Orleans, and then say whether Mr. Morjthy, after 
ptil»lk lv aiiiiuiinciii^^ in the American papers his inability, from 
family engagements, to visii i.ii;:lM]id before 1859, and then 
choosing to come over without a luonicnt's warning, has anybody 
but liimself to blame, if he finds there is considerable difficidtj* in 
inducing a man with fimiily cares, and immersed in professional 
engagements, to saciiiice all for the sake of engaging, upon the 
most unfair and unequal terms, in a match at chess? If Mr. 
Morphy does not see the force of what I have advanced, peihape 
the following analogous case may bring conviction home to hinu 
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Ixjt ns suppose some ten or fUtecn years have elupscd, and that 
Mr. Moq^liy, no longer a chess knight-errant, eager to do hattle 
aurninst all comers, has settled down into a steady-f^oiii^^ profes- 
sional man (the bar, I beheve, is his destination), and with be- 
wUdejod brain is endeavouring to unravel the intricacies of some 
half-dozen lawsuits put into his hands by clients, each of whom, 
in virtue of his fee, is profoundly impressed with the belief thai 
Mr. Moiphy belimgs, body and soul, to him. Presently conies a 
lap at the door, and in waSka a young man, ftesh fixm school or 
CQUege, and at once proceeds to explain lihe object of his visit, 
^ih:— **'Mr. Morphy, I come to challenge you to a match at 
diess. I am aware that yon are qoite ont of practice, while I am 
in faU swing. I fineely admit that yon may have foigotten more 
than I am ever likely to know; that you have a reputation to 
lose, while I have one to gain; that you have not a moment you 
can call your own, whilst I have just now nothing in the world 
to occupy my attention but chess. NHmporte. Every dog has his 
day. I expect you to play me at all costs. My seconds will wait 
upon you at once ; and il' you decline, I shall placaid you a craven 
through the lengtli and breadth of the Union." Hoav would Mr. 
Morphy reply to such a challenge? Very much, I suspect, as 
Mr. Staunton now replies to his: — " I have no apprehension of 
your skiU; I am quite wilHng to meet you when I can, but I most 
choose my own time. I cannot put aside my professional engage- 
ments, to say nothing of the loss of emolument entailed by such a 
coarse, and risk my reputation as a chess-player at a moment's 
notice, just to gfatify yonr ambition.^' In gi'ving sndi an answer 
Ifr. Morphy would do perfectly right, and this is precisely the 
answer which Mr. Stannton now giyes to him. And why Mr. 
Morphy should feel himself aggrieved I cannot possibly imagine. 
Tiiere is one other point which, I think, deserves mention, namely, 
that four years ago, on the occasion of liis heiiifz; elialleiiged in a 
similar maimer, Mr. Staunton put forth a final proposal to play 
any player in the worl»l, and to pay his expenses for coming to 
England. This d/fi remained oi)en I'ur six months, and he an- 
nounced, that if not taken uj) in that time, he should hold himself 
exonerated in refusing any future challenges. I now leave the 
question in the hands of the pubUc, who will, I doubt not, arrive 
al a correct appreciation of its merits. 
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ANOTHER (yEBX SISOKACBFUL) AKOimfOUS LETTER. 

To ihe Editor BelVt Ufe : 

Mr. Editor, — It is a pity chess-players not " wash their 
dirt}' linni nt home.** Among a lew Ihvolons noodie^, to wliom 
chess foi iii^ [\ir v[n]>le of life, Mr. Morj>h y*s jeremiiuis may a^ioime 
an air ot iiiiporiaucc, but to sensible men they sound ineffably ab- 
Burd ; while, to those who take tlic trouble of looking a httle below 
the surface, they appear something worse. For what arc the plain 
fiicts of tlie ca.'^c? Mr. Mor{)hy started for England, not to play a 
match with Mr, btaunton, for he was told that that gendeman was 
too deeply Immened in business to undertake one^ bnt to take part 
in a general tonmay to be held in BinninghanL Upon amving 
here he dnly inscribed his name on the list of eombatants^ and 
paid his entranee fee. On hearing diis» Mr. Stannton, in a spirit 
of what some may call chivahy, but which, looking at his ntterty 
unprepared state to an encounter of this kind, ought more properly 
to be termed Quixotism, entered his name also. Well, what hap- 
pened ? On the mustering of the bclligerants, Mr. a])hy, 
who < oiuc six thouhaiid miles to run a tilt in this toiiniaiueut, 
was not present. In his place aune a note to sa\' jiarticular busi- 
ness prevented his attendance. A messag-c ^\as despatched, iiiti- 
inatii)<j: that liis viice woidd be a «j:reat disappoiiitnient, &c., 
&c. His reply ^vas, that, undcr8tandiii;x neiilier Jklr. b. nor any 
Other of the leading players would take the held, he dechned to do 
so. A second message was forwarded, to the effect t]iat Mr. 
Staunton was then in Birminjrham expressly to meet Mr. Morphy, 
and that he and several of the best players were awaiting Mr. M.'8 
arrival to begin the combats. To this came a final answer, to the 
efifect that the length of time that the tomtiay would last prevented 
Mr. Morphy fiom joining in it, but he would run down in two or 
three days. Passing over the exquisite taste of this proceeding, 
and the disap]x>intnient and murmurs it occasioned, I wonld 
simply ask if Mr. Morphy thought himself justified in withdraw- 
ing from a contest which he had come thousands of miles to tnki* 
part in, and to which he Wiii, in a maimer plcdjred, upon prctcuoub 
flo vague and tlimsy, what right has he to { ( iiipUiin, if the English 
player chose to withdraw fi-om one tu uhieh he is in no respect 
bound, and against which he may be enabled to oiier the most 
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solid aud unansweml>lo ohjectioiiij? Iii a.-^king this, T h<^*: to dis- 
claim all intention ut |)iT»vokin«r a chess-players* controversy— a 
thing in which the public take not the slightest interest, and for 
which I individually entertain snpreme contempt. I am moved to 
it onfy bjr the spirit of Fur Plat. 

To these commmucatioiis, the editor appended the 
following remarks : — 

[We print tiie above two letters, being all the oonmranicationB 
we hare received from Mr. Staunton's party, relative to Morphy's 
letter in our last. We regret these lueubratiuas arc auuiiymous, 
ab not slio\ving how far they really represent the opinions of Mr. 
Staimtou hiuiiielf and his tneiidis on the siihject. Regarding tlicir 
stj'le and phrascol<jtry Mr. Stannton \m\y jKiliaps ask to be saved 
from his friends, but that is a matter ot ta.ste. We shall teel hound 
to ]mut brief replies from Panl Morj)hy*s side. Inferiority once 
admitted, no matter from what cause, if Mr. Staunton takes the 
ground indicated in the above epistles, Mr ^T .rpby has but cheer- 
fiiUy and qnietly to drop the subject, and will certainly as a gentle- 
man never eliallenge Mr. Staimton again. Morphj's friends may 
still reasonably inquire why all this was not said in June last, in- 
stead of giving apparent acceptance to the young American's 
challenge.— Ediiob Bell's Life. 

The reader will obsenre that Mi*. Staunton (or his 

friends) is the first to commence a newspaper war., 
probably under the impression that lengthy protocoliny 
would sink the real question at issue, or induce Paul 
Morphy to reply, and commit himself. But the latter 
saw too cleai-ly what eveTitualities might arise, and 
resolved that, in spite of all attacks, he would never 
be drawn into discussion. In his letter to Mr. Staun- 
ton, no point was raised on which to build dispute ; 
Mr. S. was merely req^uired to say v\ hat date he fixed 
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for the match. The most sensitiTe mind could not be 

hurt with anythinpf in the letter, and yet " Fair Play" 
talks of Mr. Murphy's jeremiads appearing some- 
thing worse than ineffiJbly absurd." M. A.'a" lucu- 
bration did not obtain admittance into anj -other 
paper, but Fair Phiy's*' shone resplendently in the 
columns of the Illustrated Loridm Mews. 1 have not 
learned who Fair Play" is ; nor would any gentle- 
man wish to know. 

When a man's course is straightforward and cou-* 
rageouSy he will always iind defenders, and sometimes, 
ardent partisans. Morphy's unassmning modesty had 
made him friends in every chess commmiity, men who 
were ready to battle for him as though it were their 
own quarrel. Hitherto, not a word had been said by, 
or for, Morphy in the press, and he was determined 
not to seek succour from that source. The ensuing 
Saturday, the following letters appeared in BeWs Life^ - 
the first being from a friend of our hero, well ae- 
quanited with the circumstances of the case ; and the 
others, Irom prominent members of the metropolitan 
chess circles. . 

LBTTER FROM A FUENn OF PAUL MOBPHT. 

To the Editor of BeWs Ltfe in London s 

Sir, — Two letters appeared in vonr paper of last Sunday, one 
with the .-^i^rnature of *' M. A.," the other of " Fair Phiy." In 
justiee to fact, those cuniimmications must not remain unanswered, 
an the misstatements tliey eontain might, jKnx'hanee, mislead some 
as to tlie good faitli of Mr. M()r])hy. It is in no improix^r s])irit 
that I appear before your readers under my oA\ n name, but simply 
because, as I intend replying to your anonymous com»spojideiit8 
with facts, not with h}ix)thescs, I think I am bound in honor to 



mwaKjttwwiMible for what I advanoe. The chess-pkyers of 
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LQudon and Bimun^ani are not ignonuit of the inttmaqr with 
which Mr. Moiphy has honored me during his Tisit to Enropey 
and they will 'pemdt me to state, that no one is better. oouTenant 
with the &ct8 bearing on the case in pomt, lhan your snbscriber. 
Were it mot that Paul Mor]>hy positively i-efiises to reply to any 
attack upon himself, prefennng that his actions should be the sole 
witness to his faith, I should not have troubled you or tlic public 
with this comimuiuvuioii. 

On the 4th of last February, the New Orleans Chess Club 
challenged Mr. Staunton to visit the Crescent City, " to meet Mr. 
Vmil Morphy in a chess match." On the 3r(l of A] ml tlic i'onner 
gcutlciuan ix'i)licd to this dr'Ji in the lUustraU'd Londun News, in 
the following language: — *' The tenns of this cartel are distin- 
guished by extreme courtesy, and, with one notable ^ception, by 
extreme liberality also. The exception in question, however (we 
refer to the clause which stipulates that the combat shall take place 
* in New Orleans 1), appears to us utterty fetal to the match; and 
we must confess our astonishment that the intelligent gentlemen 
who drew up the conditions did not themselves diacover this. 
Could it possibly escape their penetration, that if Mr. Paul Morphy, 
a young genlJeman without fiimiliy ties or professional claims upon 
his attention, finds it inconvenient to anticipate by a few months 
an intended visit to Europe, his proposed antajL^onist, who is well 
kno^^^l ft)r ycura to liave ])eeii compelled, ])y laborious Uterary 
occu|)ation, to abandon the practice of chess beyond the indulgence 
of an occa^iona] jr^^nie, must find it, not merely iuconvcment, but 
l)OsitiYely ini])racti('al>k', to cast aside all engagements, and under- 
take a iuuruev of iiianv thousand miles for the sake of a chess 
encounter. Surely the idea of such a sacritice is not admissible 
fer a single moment. If Mr. Morphy — ^for whose skill we enter- 
tain the hvcliost admiration— be desirous to win his spurs among 
the chess chivaliy of Europe, he must take advantage of his proposed 
visit next year ; he will then meet in this countzy, in fiance, in 
Germany, and in Busda, many champions whose names must be 
as household words to him, ready to test and do honor to his 
prowess.'^ 

No one would regard* the above observations as tantamount to 
aught else than ^ If you will come to Europe, I will play you;" 
but we are relieved from the difficulty of discovering Mr. Staunton's 
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real meaning, by his reiterated declarations that be would play 
Mr. Moiphy. Within a few days of the latter's arrival in London, 
the English ^a^er stated his intention of accepting the match, bat 
postponed the conunencement of it for a month, on the plea of 
leqoiring preparation. In the month of July, the acceptance of 
the challenge was announced in the Illustrated London News, 
Before die expiration of tiie time demanded in the first instance, 
Mr. Staunton requested that the contest s>hould not take place 
until after the Binninjiham meeting. At Birminprliain, he airain 
declared his intention of playinj? the match, uwd tixed the date 
for the firbt wceic in November, in the presence of numerous 
witnesses. Mr. Mori)hy may have erred in believin;; that his 
antagonist intended to act as his words led him to suppose, but it 
was an em)r shai-ed in common by every one then present, and 
particularly by Lord Ly ttelton, tlie President of tlie British Chess 
Association^ who recognized the true position of the ease in his 
speech to the Association, stating that he wished him (Mr. 
Morphy) most cordially success in his encounters with the cele- 
brated players of Europe, whom he had gallantly left home to 
meet; he should be pleased to hear tifat he vanquished afl— 
except one; but that one^Mr. Staunton— he must foigive him, 
as an Englishman, for saying he hoped he would conquer hinL'^-* 
(Report of Buiuinghaiu meeting. Illustrated London News, Sept. 
18, 1858.) 

So finnlv eunvinccd were the members of Mr. vS.'s own club, 
the 8t. George's, that he hnd nf'ceptcd the challenge, that a 
committee was formed, and lands raised to back liini. What 
those gentlemen must now think of Mr. Staunton's evasion oi ilie 
match can be easily understood; but so strong was the conviction 
in other chess circles that he would not play, that laige odds were 
offered to that e^t» 

"M. A/s" reasons for not playing, or "M. A.'s*' reasons for 
Mr. Staunton *s not playing— a distinction without a difierence, as 
we shall hereafter show — ^is that ** he is engaged upon a literaxj 
woik of great responsibility and magnitude/' Did not this reason 
exist prior to Mr. Morphy 's arrival in June? and if so, why were 
Mr. Moqiliy, the English public, and the chess community 
generally, led into the belief that the challenge was accepted 9 
And what did Mr. Staunton mean by stating at Birmingham, in 
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tlie presence of Lord Lvttelton, Mr. Ayctv, and mvf^clf, tliat if 
the delay until November were gi'anted him, he could in the 
meanwhile supply his publishers with sufficient matter, so as to 
devote himself subsequently to the match? 

Mr. Staimton's (**I mean M. A.'s**) remark in the letter imder 
review, "I, (Stamiton or "M. A.'' indififerenllj) have no appre* 
hension of joor ski]]/' is hardly consonant with the previous 
ohservatiion, that "he (Staunton) is at least pawn and two helow 
his force/' unless the ** English-diess world representative" wishes 
it to he understood that he oould o0er those odds to Paul 
Morphy. Nor is it consonant with the ihct' liiat he has never 
consented to play Mr. Morphy a single game, though asked to do so, 
and \\ licii frequently meeting him at the St. George's. Of course the 
t^vo consultaiioii games played by him, in alliance with " Alter," 
against Messrs. Banies and Morphy count for nothing, as they 
were gained by the latter j a result due, doubtless, to Alter ** 
alone. 

Mr. Morphy, in tlio eyes of the chess world, can have nothing 
to gain from a contest with this gentleman. When Mr. Staunton 
has met even players, such as Anderssen, Heyderbrandt, and 
Lowenthal, he has succumbed; whilst his youthful antagonist can 
cite a roll of victories unparalleled since Labouidonnais. And 
herein is the true reason for 1£ A.'s ** saying, " Staunton must 
not he allowed to risk the national honour (?) in an unequal 
contest'* 

In wishing M. A.*' adieu, I would state that his slyle of 
composition is so like Mr. Staunton's, that no one could detect the 

diiference. And no one but Staunton himseh* would cxqv set 
up smh a defence as "M. A.*s** — that of inferiority, "Pawn and 
two ]»elow his strength," &c., &c. And no one but Mr. Stainiton 
could iiave such intimate knowledge of his own thoughts as we 
find in the following verbatim quotations from "M. A.*s" letter: 
'* The state of his health was such tliat ho felt he could not do 
himself justice " — " his mind harassed "— the other (Staunton) 
with scarcely time for sleep and meals, with his brain in a constant 
whirl with tiie strain upon it." In the language of Holy Writ: 

No man can know the spirit a£ man, but the spirit of man 
which is in him.*' 

Served up m a mass of foul language, die letter signed ^^Fsir 
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Play," contains an obnously untrue assertion, namely, ''Mr. Mor]>hy 
started for Europe, not to play a match with Mr. Staantoo." 
Tills is rather oatrageous in the fare of the eliaUongc from the 
New- Orleans Chess CLnh, and with Mr. S.'s reply in the 
nUutruied Londcn Nemt of AprQ 3rd. So much was it Mr. 
Morpliy^s desire to play him, and bo little his iDlention to engage 
in the Binningfaam Tonnuunenty that he injfonned the Semtaiy 
he did not regard such a contest as any tme test of ddlL 
To sum up the whole matter, I will state the naked fiictB. 

1. 2Ar. Mor]:)hy came to Europe to play Mr. Staunton. 

2. INIr. Staunton made everybody believe he had acc^ted the 
clialleiigc froin ^Tr. Morj<hy. 

3. Mr. Stnui^ton allowed the St, Geoige's Chess Club to raise 
the iiioiioy to back him. 

4. Mr. Staunton asked for a delay of one mouth, in order to 
brush up his openings and endings. 

5. Mr. Staunton requested a postponement^ until after the 
Birmingham meeting. 

6. Mr. Staunton fixed the beginning of November ibr the 
oommenoement of the match. 

If all this do not mean ** I will play/' then is lliere no meaning 
in language. I beg to subscribe myself, Mr. Editor, most 
respectfhlly yours, 

Frebebick Milks Edge. 

HOTSL BUETEUIL, PAHIS, OCT. 20, 1858. 

The next epistle is from the pen of a former col- 
league of Mr. Staunton, — a gentleman whose literary 
articles in the Chess Players* Chronicle, have earned 
world-wide notoriety. In the case under examination^ 
he dissects Mr. Staunton's procedures with the skill of 
an able anatomist. 
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IiBTCEB WOM. X COAI>JCra& OF MB. BXACVTON. 

To the Editor of BelVs Life 

Sib, — In a feew lemaAa tiiat yoa have appended to the letters 
mpectiiig Ifr. Morphy^s propoeed match with Mr. StaQnton, yon 
haye dealt BatiflfiMSton^ with the whole matter. The letteramay 
be ooorideied under two heads, one of idiich does not refer to, the 
other is written npon, the actual subject That a few lines shoidd 
be devoted not to the merits of the case will not surprise your 
readers, when they remember that, prcjuflice being created against, 
or in favor of, a particular chess-player, questions are not viewed 
in their true light; still less \\ ill tliey be surprised wlicn I take 
this opportunity of doing jm>tice to Anderssen, who is iiidircrtlv 
alluded to in ono of the letters. Your Cambridge correspondent 
ridicules the notion of any evasion of play on the part of Mr. 
Staunton. His virtue, even approaching a fault, has been the con^ 
tinual search alter i\ i^^atch. He resonght St. Amant after defeat- 
ing him, he exposed himself to every one for eight years, and thus 
earned two chaiacters, one lhat of the ehivakoos patedin, the other 
that of the vepreaentatiTB of English diess. I wonder that an 
intelligent writer, sneh as yonr correspondent is, should not ha^ 
traced the distination between resnming play against antagonists 
already beaten, or fikdy to be beaten, and eommencmg matdiee 
with really powerfhl combatants. I wonder, also, that he did not 
inform your readers that at the time at which St. Amant played 
with Mr. Staimton, the former, excellent as he was, received odds 
from Des< h;i[K^l]es, who was out of ])lay ; 1 vs under that, as if 
with j)ertcct knowledge, he could write upon such a chess match 
without alluding to Deschajxdles* celebrated criticism on the 
Staunton — St. Amant games, a criticism which, published in the 
Berliner Schachzeitung of 1848, ])uts both playm in their true 
places. I wonder, again, that he should not have summed up Mr. 
8/s sabseqaent victories in two contests, one with Horwits, the 
other with Harrwitz. I wonder that he should not have told us 
that HorwitE public^ annoonoed his inferiority to Der Lasa and 
Hanstein^ and that Harrwiti at the time menHaned leeeived P and 
two moTes, bat hi the same year defeated Hdrwitas, the Teiy player 
mpon whose defeat^ on even temis^ Mr. 8.^8 vepntalioa mainly 
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depended after his match with St, Amant. Another instance of 
Mr. Staunton's chivahy is, says your correspondent, an offer to 
" phiy any player in the world, and to pay his exj^enscs for coming 
to England." The best answer to this is to quote the actual con- 
ditions of the challenge proix)iuided by Sir G. Stephen on Mr. S.'s 
behalf in 1853 : " 1. If the acceptor of the challenge be resident 
abroad, the stake on each side shall not be less than £250. 2. Jf 
the challenge is taken up by a player resident in this country', the 
amount of stake shall be from £100 to £150. 3. That the match 
be played at a private holel, etc." After the proposal, Mr. 
Staunton gave it meaning in a pubhc speech {Chess Players* 
Chronicle, 1853) — *' The challenge was intended for Anderssen's 
acceptance. The £250 was to cover travelUng expenses in a 
foreign country'." Now I wish to ask your correspondent is there 
here any offer to pay a competitor's expenses ? Or will he i*ead 
it as others do ? "I name £100 for men whom I do not fear, but 
£250 for Anderssen, whom, as he beat me in 1851, 1 wish to play 
with. NominaUy, the larger simi will cover his expenses, but as I 
intend to win, he will practically have to find £250, his expenses, 
and the bill at a private hotel, simply to give me, the chivalrous 
Bayard, my revenge ?" After this I trust that we shall not hear 
of chivalry in offering to pay the expenses of a competitor. 
" M. A.," as a Cambridge man, may be asked whether Mr. S.'s 
engagement " on a work of great magnitude" (I quote his o^vn 
words) is equal to Anderssen 's mathematical and philological 
labors ? But Mr. S. is the representative of English chess. By 
whoso election is he " divina particula auree ?" Deschapelles 
was then irreverent, and I am an iconoclast. Is he self-elected ? 
Then away with parliaments and associations of chess, and their 
sclf-elcctcd speaker, "Fairplay." I never yet heard of a man 
calling himself the representative of any thing English, if he will 
not carry out his representation. I have heard of champions of 
the river retiring. I have seen them row, and take a beating man- 
ftilly. I know that I^cwis, Eraser, Slous, Walker, etc., gave up 
difficult chess. I never yet heard of half-and-half play. Either a 
man pretends to represent English chess, or he does not. K ho 
makes his claim, whether self-elected or not, he must play (a 
representative, however ignorant, gives his vote in the House of 
Coumions), if not, he may retire into private Ufe. Morphy may 
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reply to your coircspoiKlent and to his con pliceusat the same time 
— ** I have jilayed for ten years. I am not t^venty-one, l)ut am 
prejmred to play tlie best European masters now. If I am chal- 
lenged when I hav^ taken up another parsuity I mil not do one 
thing, I will not accept a challenge, and months after not carry 
out my aoeeptance. I will not, after long delay, name even the 
day for oommeneing the match» and Aen have no idea of playing. 
True it is that yon may not fidrly represent English chess. Two 
Britidi players sepamted Andersaen from yon in 1851, bnt^ Wil- 
liams bong deady Mr. WyviU not playuig matches, and yon still 
claiming priority in Anglo-Saxon jchess, I, an Anglo-Saxon, on 
behalf of the race that speaks the same language, ask you, will 
you maintain or resign your claim ?" This is true reasoning. 
The contest, " M. A." assnresus, would be unequul. Mr. S. is P 
and tft o moves below his strength, yet he represents English play. 
"SYliero, tlien, are tlie even players, where the P and move men ? 
Ls the fragi'ance of the P and two moves so refreshing, that the P 
and move must not be classed amon<ist our British roses ? Des- 
chapelles tells us tliat PhUidor classed Legalie as a player on even 
terms, Yerdoni as one to receive pawn for the move, Bernard, 
Carlier, etc., as P and move players. I think better of English 
chess players than to claim, with M. A.," our representative in a 
P and two moves player. Tour Cambridge correspondent will 
pardon me for atteinpting to r^te his positions. From the style 
of his letter I am convinced l&at, had he equal experience, he 
would write much tilie same as I have done. ^'FairplayV letter 
may soon be dismissed : his argument is, that Mr. Mori)hy came 
to Europe not to play Mr. Staunton (who had previously reihsed, 
F. P. should have added, " to play in America," not in England), 
but to take part in the toumameut held by the Chess Association 
at Birmingham ; that he did not play there, scndinir dilVerent 
answers for his non-appcm-ancc ; and, assuniin^r tiiis to be a fault, 
tliat tlierefore any one may commit tlie same fnult, if he cau give 
better reasons for the eommission. In answer to this, Mr. Morphy 
did not come to Europe to play at Birmingham, but to test his 
strengdi with the cis-Atlantic players. It reads almost like a joke, 
when a man writes seriously from Birmingham to inform us that 
Morphy came 6000 miles to play the first two or first three games, 
eapeclally when every one in London has known for more than 
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three months that he came to play lon^ set matches. What was 
Mr. M.*8 bchaWor? He came to England in June* and yisited 
Biimingbam directly. He had been offered £70 as a retaining fee 
on account of the distance trarelled bj him (similarly Anderasen, 
Staunton, etc., received retaining fees in 1857), but refused the 
ofl^, making, with characteristic generosity, sudi excuses as he 
had not reeeiyed the Binningliam letters,*' and that ''Hie meeting 
was adjoomed tor two months.'* In other words, Mr. Morphy, 
givino; up all pecnniarj' claim, practically paid nearly seven-eighths 
of ike prizes offered to public competition. Hence he did not take 
part in tlie little contests at Bw iniiigham. He civilly assented to 
the alteration of time — he civilly Lo\v> nthal, whom he had 
beaten in a sot match, a chance of gammg tiie tirst prize — he 
civilly p:avc answers to tclc;ira|)hic mcFsaj^cs, answers — T rcsrrct 
here that they were more ])olite than exact — that meant the same 
thing, I leave the contest to others.'' If these replies did not^ 
as short tel^raphic messages cannot— express Mr. M.'s meaning, 
it does not become those who profited by bis chivahy to write in 
the style of ^'Eairplay ;" and I am sure that the Birmingham 
local committee would be the first to gainsay the hitter's statement. 
He must be satisfied, at all events, as Lowenthal, just beaten by 
Morphy, met Mr. Staunton, whom he was anxious to see pitted 
against the young American, and won, thereby saving criticism as 
to "What waa, might be, or could be." What "will he," we 
shall sec. Mr. M. went to Birmingham simply to get Mr. S, to 
name, vi tht presence of others^ a day for comitn iicing the proposed 
match. Then and there Mr. S. named the 1st of November. A 
rrpresoiitntivc of Englishmen should give either a bond fide ac- 
ceptance or a refusal. Morphv's motto is " Play, not talk." He 
comes and goes to foreign countries to seek play. He is the 
Puttino'' of the New \Yorld. At the risk, then, sur, of being 
called a "frivolous noodle" by your very elegant correspondent 
" Fairplay," I shall take the liberty of beUeving what an honest 
man like Morphy says. I shall not hold Staunton to be the rspre* 
sentative of English chess, but shall look to younger and more 
consistent players as fiur more likely to maintain what your oorres* 
pondents caU the national honor, and am, shr, your obedient 
servant, Ax Ekolish Cbzss Flateb. 

Em SflBm, Oct. 31, ISSS. 
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The next two letters^ also to the editor of BeWs 
lAfe in London, do not profess to argue the question, 

but are merely anjummta ad hominem, Thej serve 
to show how warm a feeling in his &vor Mr. Morphy 
had evoked, amongst the fellow-oountrjmen of Mr. 

Staunton. 

■ 

To thB Editor qf BeWt Ltfe s 

^Ir. "RniTOR : The general opinion of English chess j)laver8 is 
piTii] ily that Staunton is afraid of Morphy. If, as liis friends say, 
lie is ont of condition, let liini train, or give up tlic championship 
like a man. No one would blame him, at his age and with his 
avocation, for declining severe matches ; but in that case he must 
resign the belt into froslier hands. The chani])ion ceases to.be 
the champion when he is no longer able or willing to take up 
whatever gaunllet is flung down. Let the chivalrous boy who has 
crossed the Atlantic to challenge the chess of the Old World have 
ftir play at the hands of Englishmen, If we cannot beat him 
fidrly, let us not seek to put him off with shabby dodges. 

YoUi'ti, &c., 

The Ex-Fbbsideht op Peoviwcial Chess Club. 

This is sound, straightforward, EngUsh eommon 
sense. 

To the Editor qf BelVo L\fo .--^ 

Ms. Editob : Mr. Stannton dther is, or is not, the chess 
champion of England, ready to defend his ** belt " against all 
comers. If he be the champion, he has no right to plead " want 
of practice, ** literary avocations," or such like excuses, for 

tevijicv parntus^^ must bc a " chamiiioii's'' motto. If he be no^ 
the clianipion, why tlien did he hold liimself out as such by in- 
viting or accepting Mr. Morphy's chalkiii;e ? Why did he not 
say at the iirsty I uhu the champion oi i:jigiand t^ome years ago. 
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but {solve seuesccntem) I am luA so now ; I am only a private 
gentleman, cnjra^red in literary pnrsiiits, and fo forth." His tnie 
position M (juJJ tlion liave l>ccn cloarly understtxjd, aiul T am >ure 
Mr. Morphy would never have sou^^lit to disturb his retirement. 
But will the English chess-playing public allow Mr. Staunton to 
put iu this plea qf/er all that has passed^ and after all his decUura- 
turns of willingness to play ? I trust, sir, tiiat, if sach an excuse 
be allowed, at least we shall have the candor to acknowledge our- 
selves fairly vaiiqiiished, and not pretend that we have escaped 
defeat because we have '^pnidenHy*' declined the contest. We 
most be on onr guard for Hie fntnie hcfir we proclaim as onr 
champion'' a gentleman who ^letires into private life'' the 
moment a foimidable rival appean. 

Yours, &c., . ScHACU* 

The week following the publication of the above 
letters, TiSt. Staunton published in the lUuMrated Lon^ 

don News part of Mr. Morj^hy's communication, with 
the private answer sent a fortnight before. The para- 
graph in the former^ relating to Mr. S.'s statement of 
Morphj's arriving in Europe without funds, was en- 
tirely ignored, and that, too, in the face of its having 
been given in eoetemoy two weeks previously, by four 
weekly London papers^ and a copy sent to his editor-- 
in-cliief. 

The animus was now evident. Mr. Staunton lutd 
never awarded that praise to the young American's 
contests which every other chess editor and player in 

England and Europe had Jii variably bestowed : still, no 
action could be taken on this. Mr. IStaui iton had con- 
tinually postponed the commencement of the match : 
no handle to take hold of was offered here, since he 
had, as continually, asserted his desire to play, Mr. 
Staunton had announced that the stakes were reduced 
from .£1,000 a side to ^00 at Mr. Morphy's request ; 
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his antagonist was still silent. Mr. Staunton had pub- 
lished an untrue statement, and, when the suilerer 
complains in such manner to afibrd him the utmost 
latitude for explanation and apology, be cancels the 
paragraph, and does not c\ en deign to refer to it in 
his reply. Mr. Staunton caps the cliiaax by declining 
finally to play the match. Thus Mr. Btaunton's re- 
sponse to the New Orleans Chess Club, so far as he 
was conceriiedf meant nothing. His acceptance of 
Morphj's challenge in London, and the statement in 
his paper that the match would come off, meant no- 
tliiriL^. His postponements meant nothing. His declara- 
tions before Lord Lyttelton and other gentiemen, at 
Birmingham, meant nothing. 

Thus there was apparently an end to the whole 
matter. But an eventuality presented itself: — Mr. 
Staunton had shown himself capable of perverting facts 
to his own benefit, and might he not assert, ultimately, 
that Mr. Morphy was the cause of the match not 
taking place? Could he not, too, at the moment our 
hero was quitting Europe, declare his readiness to play, 
knowing that Morphy must be off? Ue had so acted 
towards Herr Anderssen after tKe tournament in 1851, 
declaring that "the German saw fit to leave,'' although 
he was well aware that the Professor's collegiate duties 
at Breslau rendered it impossible for him to stay in 
England and play the proposed match. Paul ^Morphy 
therefore closed up every avenue of eventual misrepre- 
sentation, by the following address to Lord Lyttelton, 
in his official quality of President of the National 
Association of English Chess-Players : — 
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MOBPHT^S APPBAL TO THB BBmSH CHB88 ASSOCLkllON. 

To iht Right Hm, Lord Lyttelton, Pmident of the Britiih Che$9 

Anoeiatim, 

Mt Lord»— On the 4tli of last Febroaiy the Chess Ckb of 
New Orleans gave a challenge to your conntsyman, Mr. Howard 

Statinton to visit that city, and en^^e in a match at chess \^ith 
me. On the Srtl of A|)i ii Staunton replied to this ddfi m the 
Illustrated Loudon NcwSy chc'iractensiiig the terms of the cartel as 
** lu'intr (listin^n^ished by extreme eonrtesy," but objectin«2: to 80 
loijy a journey for sueh a jiur])osc, and engafiintr me " to antici- 
pate by a few months an intended voyage to EmoiX"." Believing 
that " a journey of many tliousand miles" was the only obstacle 
in the way of our meetinp:, I made immediate prepamtion, and, 
within two months, I had the pleasnie of rejieating the challenge 
personaUj in the rooms of tiie St. Greorge's Chess Clnb. I need 
scarcely assure you, my lord, that Mr. Staunton enjoys a reputa* 
tion in the United States unsurpassed .by that of any player in 
Europe since the death of Labourdonnais, and I felt highly 
honoured when he accepted my challenge, merely requesting a 
lapse of one month for the ]>ur|>use of prepaiing himself for the 
encounter. Within a short period, subsequently, lifr. Staunton 
obtained my consent to a posti)onement, imtil after the annual 
meeting of the Briti.-li Chess Association. A week prior to that 
event, I addressed him in tlic following terms: — 

"Dkau SiK, — As we arc now a]>pr()aehing the Birmingham 
mcctinfr, at the termination of ^vllieh yon have fixed our mateh 
to eoHHuenee, T tliink it would be advisable to settle the prelimi- 
naries during this week. Would yon be good enough to state 
some early penod when your secoudij can meet mine, so that a 
contest which I have so much at heart, and which, from your 
eminent position, excites so much interest in the chess world, may 
be looked upon as a faU tiecomplu — am, dear sir, yours veiy re- 
spectfoDy, Paui; Mobpht." 

Not receiving a satis&ctory reply to this communication, I 
again wrote to Mr. Staunton as follows: — 

DiiAH but, — I must first apologise for not replying to your 
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prcvious comnmiiication. As you observe, my numerous contests 
must be the excuse for my remissness. 

It is certaiufy a high compliment to so young a player as 
myself, that you, whose reputation in the chess arena has been 
nnapproached daring so many long years, shoold leqniie any pre- 
pamtiion for our match. Immediately on my arrival in England, 
some two months since, I spoke to you in reference to our contest, 
and, in accepting ibe chsllenge, yon stated that you should require 
some time to prepare, and you proposed a period for commencing, 
which I accepted. 

*' I am well aware that your many engagements in the literary 
world must put you to some inconvenience in meeting uu , and I 
am tliereibre desirous to consult your wishes in eveiy ir-pLCt. 
Would you please state tlie earliest op|X>rtunity wlien liio.-e en- 
gairenients will peimit the match coming oH', such time being con- 
sistent with your jirevious preparation? 

" The * few weeks' refened to in your favor seem to be rather 
vague, and I shall feel highly gratified by your fixing a definite 
period fiw the contest. / leave the terms entirely ta youreeif, 
I remain, dear sir, yours veiy respectful^, 

" Paul Morphy." 

Mr. Staunton left London tor Birmingham witliout deigning to 
reply. 

I attended the annual meeting of the Association fortlie express 
ptirpose of requesting a definite period for commencing tli(' match. 
In the presence of your lordship and other gentlemen, Mr. Staun- 
ton fixed that commencement for the forepart of November, 
piomising that he would infonn me of the precise date within a 
few days. I heaid nothing ibrther fiK>m him on the subject. 
Your lordship will have remarked ftxm the above that Mr. 
Staunton has thus obtained three separate and distinct postpone- 
ments. 

The a])i)roach of November induced me to sgain address Mr. 
Staunton, which I did on tlie 6th of the present month. As my 
letter was published in nnmL ious London journals, and was also 
sent to the editor-in-chief of the Illustrated London NcwSy I had 
a right to expect a public answer, partieularly as I had complained 
of a f9\^ and damaLnnnr statement in the chess depaitment of tiiat 
paper. On the Ifith Mr. Staunton stated editorially that— 
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^Ir. Morphy's games this week exdnde both his letter and 
Mr. Staunton's leplj. If we can spare space for them they ehail 
be given in the next ntimher." 

On the 9th inst., wilhin a short time of receiving mj letter, Wc. 
Staunton replied to me privately. As my commnnicatiofi was a 
poblic one, I was somewhat surprised at die course porsned hy a 
gentleman holding such a position as "Mr, Staunton, and did not, 
therefore, even acknowledge receipt, fearing that I might thereby 
be induced unintentionally to commit myself. Having promised 
my letter and his reply, Mr. Staunton ]>nhli.shcd what he repre- 
sents OA such in the IJlnstrated London News of tlic 23rd inst. He 
has tliercby transferred the question from tlie chess arena to tlie 
bar of iiul)hc opinion, and •i*^ n strancrer in a foreign land — a land 
which has ever bccu the luremost in hospitality — claim justice 
from Englishmen. 

The most important portion of my letter Mr. Staunton has 
dared to suppress. I refer to the following paragraph, published 
by various jonnnals, but omitted by the Illustrated London Newsj 
although sent to the editor of that paper as well as to Mr. Staunton 
himself: — 

** A statement appeared in the chess department of that journal 
a few weeks since, that 'Mr. Morphy had come to Europe unpro- 
vided with backers or seconds,' the inference being obvious — that 
my want of Amds was the reason of our mateh not taking place. 

As you are the editor of that department of the lUtistrated London 
News^ 1 felt hurt that a gentleman a\ lio had always received me at 
his club and elsewhere witli great kindness and courtesy, should 
allow so ])rejuflicial a statement to be niade in reference tome; 
one, too, wliieh is not 8trictiy in accordance with fact." 

Oil my hrst arriral in Tji-jland, T informed Mr. t-^tauntou that 
my stakes would he I'ortlu'oniinjj:: the moment he desired, and I 
was therefore utterly at a loss to account for so unwairantable a 
statement being made in reference to me, unless w-ixh the intention 
of compromising my position before the public And I would ask 
your lordship's attention to the tenns of the suppressed paregraph, 
couched in such language as to avoid ail insinuation of animus^ 
and affording Mr. Staunton the amplest opportunity for explaining 
away the difficulty. The course pursued by that gentlenaan can* 
not do otherwise than justify me in ascribing to him the veiy 
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mnt of motiveB in pfabliahing what he blew to be inoonreet^ in 
denying me common justice, and in giving as the whole of my 
letter whai Ae.ftnew io be mdff a pari U. 

f^om Jir. StenntoQ I now ^>peal to the great body ef Bngjieh 
cfaesB-iilajerB, I to the British Chess Assodationy I appeal 
to yourself, my lord, as the Mmeemat of English chess; and, as I 
visited your eoTHitry for the purpose of challenj^iii^ Mr. Staunton, 
which ehallcno;c he lias reix^utr lly accepted, I nuw dcniaud of you 
tiiat you shall declare to die world it is tfirough no fault of ndne 
that this ma till has not taken place. — have the honor to remaint 
my lord, youia very refifpectiully, Faux« Moephy. 

Cais dbxa Siesiica Fabii» O0l06er 26, 1888* 

To this appeal, Lord Lyttelton made the following 
admirable reply, which covers the whole ground : — 

u>B]> hjrnaacat ov howard staunton* 

SoDMiir, CouKWAUL, 8rd Novcmtier. 

Dear Sir: — 1 much rc^t that I have been unable till to-day 
to reply to your letter of the 26tli October, which only reached me 
on tlie 1st inst. With retrard to the apjx;al which you have made 
to the British Chess As-soeiation, I may ixjrhapn be allowed to say, 
as its President, that I fear nothing: can be done about the matter 
in question by that body. It is one of recent and rather impcricct 
organization; its influence is not yet fully established. It is 
pfactically impossible to procure any elective meeting of its 
members at present, and it is doubtful whether it would take any 
steps in tiie matter if it were to meet I mnst therefore be 
mderstood as ^ting in my private cfaaxacter atoe, bnt^ at Uie 
seme time, yon are weloomey should yon think it worth while, 
(wfaieh I harctly lliink it can be), to make finrdier nse of Ihts 
letter, in any manner yon may wudi. 

Yonr letter has but one professed object; that we should declare 
that it is not your fanlt that the match between yoniself and 
Mr. Staunton has not taken place. To lliis the reply might be made 

I 
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in two words. I cannot conoeiye it possible that any one should 
impute that faihixe to yon, nor am I aware that anj one has done 
80. Buty in the drcmnstances, I shall not perhaps be blamed, if I 
go somewhat fhrther into the matter. In die general dream* 
stances of the case, I conceive that Mr. Stannton was qnitc justified 
in declining the matdi. The &ct is nnderstood that he has for 
years been en][!^agecl in labors whidi must, whatever airangements 
might be made, greatly interfere with his entering into a serions 
contest with a ])Iayer of the highest* force and in constant practice, 
and so liir tlic iiiiluixi of the mutch is the less to be rcgretted. 
Kur can I doubt the coniectness of his recent statement, that the 
time l)arely necos.-^ary lur the match itself could not be spared, 
^\it!)ou^ serious loss and inconveiucncc both to others and to 
himseh^. 

But I cannot out think, that in all fairness and considerateness, 
Ml, Staunton might have told you of this long before he did. I 
know no reason why he mightt not have ascertained it, and 
infonned you of it in answer to your first letter from America. 
Instead of this, it seems to me plain, both as to the interview at 
which I myself was present, and as to all the otiier oonummicationB 
which have passed, that Staanton gave yon eveiy reason to 
suppose that he would be ready to play the match within no long, 
thne. I am not aware, indeed (nor do I perceive that yoa have 
said it), that yon left America wUiff with the view of playing 
Mr. Staunton. It would, no doubt, make the case stronger, but 
it seems to me as unlikely as that you should have come, as has 
liccu already stated (anonymouiily, and ccrtiihily not with Mr. 
Stiuuittjn's concurrence), in order to attend the Birmingham 
Tonniauicnt. 

With regard to the supprossioiis of part of your last letter, I 
must observe, that I am not dictire how far Mr. Staunton is respon- 
sible for what appears in the Illustrated London News." But 
whoever is responsible for that sufpresHoUf I must sojf, that I caimot 
see how it is possible to justify or excuse it. 

I greatly regret tlie failure of a contest which would have been 
of much interest, and the only one, as I believe, which could have 
taken place with ytm, with any chance of its redounding to the 
credit of Ibis countiy. I still move regret diat, any annoyance or 
disappointment should have been nndeigone by 006, who— as a 
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fbieigiier--fioEn Ms age, his ability^and his coTi(Uict and character, 
18 emineatty entitled to the utmost consideration in the Etuopeau 
ooratiiea which he may I am, dear sir, joors truly, 

Lyttelton. 

PaitZi Morfht, Esq. 

Mr. IVIorphy could not do othermse than avail 
himself of the penoission accorded him by Lord 
Ljttelton, to publish so full a justification. He thus 

put hinibelf right on the record, and prevented any fur- 
ther misrepresentation. Numerous clubs in the United 
Kingdom took action upon the letter, and the fol- 
lowing resolution of the Manchester Chess Club — one 
of the most influential in the country — shows what 
was the general feeling upon the subject. 

RESOLUTION OF TUli MAIiCilESTER CHESS CLUB. 

At a special meeting, called in compliance with a leqnisation 
mmiexoiisly signed, it was tesohred — 

''That lids meeting, while xecogni2dng Mr. Stawiton^s right ti> 
decKne any chess diallenge which he might find inconvenient and 
incompatible with his other engagements, deems it pro]3er (inas- 
much as Lord Lyttelton has only felt himself at Jil)crt}- to answer 
in his i>iivate capacity Mr. Morphy's a}>peal to him as Presitleiit 
of tlie British Chess Association) to declarc its ftiU concurrence in 
the opinion expressed by Lord Lyttelton in hU letter to Mr. Morpliy, 
of the 3rd inst., and that in all Ikirness and considcratcnoss 
Mr. Stannton should have told Mr, Morpby, long before he did, 
that he declined the proposed match. 

" That copies of this resolution be sent to Mr. Morphy, Mr. 
StaimtCHi, and the editor of the IllutiraHd London Nwfs,** 
I7ih November, 1858. 

Mr. Staunton was able to cite but one instance of 
an association sufficiently hardy to oppose its opinion 
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to the verdict of Lord Lyttelton. A select circle of 

Mr. S/s friends, the close-borough Cambridge Uni- 
versity Chess Club, ventured the following resolutions, 
which were forwarded for publication to sereral 
journals, as a would-be antidote to that of the 
Manchester Club. 

BESOLUTIONB OF THE CAMBBIDOS UNITEB6ITT CHESS CCUB. 

At a meeting of iStie Cambridge UniTersity Chess dnb, held 
November 2Gth, 1858, the following lesolations were passed 

unanimously: 

1 liat the Cambridge University Chess Club, recognizing the 
important services rendered by Mr. Staunton to the cause of 
rbess. and seein<^ with regret the ungenerous attacks whieh have 
lor souic time past been directed against him by a certain section 
of the press, notoiious for its anti-EDglish tendencies, aie of 
opinion — 

" 1. That under the pecuUar circumstances in which Mr, 
Staunton found himself placed, it was scarcely possible for him 
to do othcn\ise than decline the proposed match with Mr. Moiphy. 

2. That his allo^ving the challenge to remain open so long as 
there appeared the slightest hope of liis being able to play, was 
beyond all question, the proper coarse to be adopted by one reaDy 
anxious for the encounter.^' 

I cannot do better than give the remarks npon the 
above resolutions by the "Era'* newspaper; they 

make miiicc-iiieat of the Caiitabs' reasoiiiiigs. The 
Era " answers thus : — 

THB **mUL*B** SVKABKS. 

**It will be seen that the Camijiidge University Chess Club 
constitutes itself the champion of Mr. Staunton against " ungene- 
rous attnrk.s tUrected against him by a section of the press^ 
notorious i6r its anti-English tendencies. " We wish the Cambridge 
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genlleiiieii had pointed oat the section thej refer to. We were 
not aware that cheat was of any countiy, or tliat there were any 
antirEngliah tendencies in connection with it. The fact is, that 
liie flection of tiie metropolitan chess press, conducted hj foreigners 
n^o hare made iiuk homes In Bngland, has hitherto refrained 
from expieesing any judgment in the dispute, contenting itself 
with giTing the fetten ungarhled and onmntiUUted; hnt in chess 
colomnSt conducted by Englislimen, have appeared the remarks 
pointed at hy the CSambiidge Gub; so here we have the anomaly 
of anti-£ng]ji;h Enj^lislimcn. With regard to the resolutions 
which follow the pn ;iiiil>lc, it is impossible to cavil at. (1 .) TJicrc is 
no doubt that under what are delicately called " the peculiar circum- 
stances," Mr. Staunton was right in not i)laying Mr. Moiphy. If 
a man feels he would have no chance, it would be l"o(^li>h for him 
to venture on a contest. Resolution (2) is not so impen ious to 
criticism. Coming from so learned a quarter as Cambridge we 
are rather disappointed at the looseness of its wording. The 
intention, of course, was to justiQr Mr. Staunton in taking the 
coarse he has adopted, but it does not do sa It says he >vas 
ligjit in allowing the challenge to remain open" till the last 
moment indeed, Mr. Statmton had kept the challenge open 
as long as possible no one wonld have blamed him^ but that was 
predsely what he did not do. He accepted the challenge, and 
Hheieby ckised with it, and his friends subscribed funds for the 
stakes. What Mr. Staunton did aUow to remain open was the 
day; and, after repeated promises to name it, lliat has been post- 
poned to — never. This is what is complained of in Mr. Staunton's 
conduct, and Lord Lyttelton was rifrht, and expressed the jnth^- 
ment of the great majority of Enj^^lish chess players, when he 
wrote that Mr. Staunujn might and ought, at an earlier date, to 
have infomiod Mr. Moii)hy of his inal)ility to play. We Miy 
nothing of the })aragraphs whieh have ai»])eared in the jounial of 
which Mr. Staunton is the chess editor, insinuating that Mr. 
Morphy's money was not ready, because he (Mr. Staunton) may 
not be answerable for them, but confine ourselves, in confonnity 
widi our English tendencies, to an expression of our concunence 
in the Tiews of an EngUsh nobleman, the whole of the members 
of liie Metropolit a n Chess ciicles, and those of the provincial clubs 
who have commmiicated with us on the subject 
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It is diiiicult in any countiry, and quite' impossible 
in England^ to struggle successfully against public 
opinion. Mr. Staunton had kept sflence as long as 

possible, but there was but one course for him to pur- 
sue, namely, in one way or another to own that he 
was wrong. The diess drcles in which he was once 
the most welcome of all comers, now turned on him 
the cold shoulder ; the first clubs in the kingdom, and 
amongst iJiem the St George's, were signifying their 
desire to offer Paul Morp] y public dinners; audi 
eiuiiioiit players as Captain Kennedy volunteered sub-, 
scriptions towards a national testimonial for the young 
American, not moie as an evidence of their admira- 
tion for him as a master in the game, than as marking 
their esteem for him as a man.* Mr. Staunton could 
no longer resist such a pressure, and besides, he owed 
some apology to his paper for the suppression of tiie 



* CAFTArar SKNNBDT'S opinion OS* PAUL HOBPHT. 

To the Editor of tfie Era: 

Sib,— As I understand that Mr. Morphy contexnplatei another Tigtt to 
England before bis retom to America, win yon permit me, throogli your 
columns, respectfnlly to snggest to the chess community of this country tbB 

propriety of offering him a public entertainment, together with some adequate 
testimonial v. hioli mnr scrre to mark our sense of his tran«oonrlent aLility as 
A c;!k's.s-]>1;i,v( r ; and ulsu our appreciation of him as a chivalrous, hi "-li- spirited, 
and honourable man— a character which I hope Englishmen know how to 
value far more than even any amount of skill at dien* 

Should this proposal tain any definite di«pe, I slukU be totie aDowefl 
to contribute £5 towards its accomplisbment. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. A. KXNNSDXk 

Bash, Jan, I, im, 

[Captain Kennedy, we feel sure, in this comm nnlcation , expresses tim 

feeling of a large majority of Kncclisli chess-players, and we have little doubt 
but that his sitp'<rcstion vnW be entertained and carried out. For ourselvesi, 
we shall be ha\>\n- to aid feu the utmost in an}' plan that is formed for tbe 
purpose.— iiD. of '* The Era.''} 
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femous paragraph ; he therefore addressed the follow- 
ing coiQmiimcatioii to his chiefs the editor of the 
lUftstrated L(mdm Ntws : — 



MB. BTAITEVTON^S BXPLANATION. 

To the Editor qf the Illustrated London Newt : 

Sm, — My attention has this moment been directed to a passage 
in a letter of T>ord Lyttelton to Mr. Morphy, wherein allusion is 
made to the " suppression" of a i)ortiou of Mr. Murphy's letter to 
me, which you published, together with my answer, in yuur jiapcr 
for Oct. 23. I have not been the epistle to which Lord T>ytteUon*s 
is a reply ; but I plead ^lilty at once to havin<^ ouiiited, when 
sending you Mr. Moqjhy^s jeremiade and my answer, a couple of 
paragiuphs from the foimer. My reasons for omitting them were, 
in the first place, because they appeared to me to be irrelevant to 
the main point between IMr. Morphy and roe ; secondly, becaase I 
knew if the letters extended very muck beyond the limited space 
yoa appor^on to chess, diey were pretty certain of being omitted, 
or, as Mr. Morphy phrases it, " gupprtated" altogether ; and, 
Ibiidfy, because I had already written to a fiiend in Paris with > 
whom, thfongh my introduction, A&. M. was living upon intimate 
terms, an esqilanation touching the notice Mr. Morphy professes 
to be so concerned at ; and from my friend's reply, which inti* 
mated that Mr. M. was about to write me in an amicable spirit, I 
of course supposed there was an end of the inalter, and that I 
shuiild l»e ]Kjrmitted to pursue my work, and this young gentleman 
his play, without further misunderstanding. That, after th'i9, aiul 
in the face of my endeavors thronjxh your Journal to set his Ijlind- 
foid and other chess exploits before the public in the most a<lvan- 
tageous light — in the face of every civility which to the extent of 
my opportunities. I have endeavored to show him from tlie first 
moment of his arrival in tliis country — ^be could reconcile it to his 
sense of honor and honesty, to impute to me a wilM suppression 
of any portion of his letter, does, indeed, amaze me, and J can 
only account for it, by supposmg he is under tiie influence of veiy 
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ill advisers^ or that his idea of what is honorable and honest, is 
veiy difierent trpm, what I had hoped and believed it to be. 

I am, sir, yours, kc, 
November 15. H. SXAUIKTON. 

P. S. That yon may judpre with what likelihood and willi wh«k 

propriety Mr. Morphy attributes the omission of the excerpta to 
sinister motives, I enclose them, and shall be obliged by your 
giving them the additional publicity he craves, as soon as your 
space permits 

A Btatement appeaoned in tihe dieis deptaetmeBt of that Jonnuil 
(Thg liluMiraifd Ltmdm News), a fsw weeks smee» tlwt *Mr. 
Morphy bad come to Europe unpronded with l>acken or seconds' 
—Hie inference being obvions, Ibal my want of fbnda was Hie 

reason of our match not taking place. As you are the editor of 
tlial depiLrtinent of the Illustrated London News, I felt much liurt 
that a gcTitleniau who had always received me at his club and 
elsewhere, witli wreat kindness and courtesy should allow so preju- 
dicial a statenu'Di to be made in reiiereuce to me j one, too, which 
is not strietly consonant witli lact." 

" In conclusion, I beg leave to state, that I have addressed a 
copy of this letter to the editors of the Illustrated London New$9 
Bell's Ltfe in London, The Era, The Field, and The Sunday Times ; 
being most desirous that oar true position should no longer be 
misunderstood by the eommnnitjr at iavge. I again nqpM yon 
to fix the date finr onr commencing the match.*' 

Mr. Morphy was not desirous of prolonging the 
discussion, after so full and entire an endorsement 
from Mr. Staunton's fellow-coiintiTmm. But Mr. & 
made two Btatementa in the above letter, which Paul 
Morphy could not allow to pass uiirebuked, and he 
accordingly denied, publicly, that he had received any 
introduction whatever from that gentleman, or that he 
had ever hinted his intention of writing ^h, Staunton, 
amicably or otherwise. 
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The latter part of the letter is in questionable taste* 
As though Mr. 8. had acquired any right to misrepre^ 

sent facts, ])ublisli misstateiuents, and deny repara- 
tion, on account of "having set his (M/aj biiiidtbid 
' and other chess ejcploits before the public in the most 
adyanta^eous light.'^ 

By so dt>inc:, Mr. Staunton merely fuliilled his edi- 
torial duty ; tor the entire chess \s orld was on the qui 
tfim after Morphjr's exploits. Mis games were being 
published ihnmgJunU Europe, to the eafehtthn of nearhf 
all others f and surely Mr. S. coiiid not allow hid paper 
to be behind other journals. But he knew full well 
that, afUr the first fitrtmght or three weeks, Mr. Mcrphy 
never gave him a single partie, being hurt a t the ungener^ 
ovs treatment evinced towards him in the notes, Mr. 
Staunton was using the columns of an influential 
journal to crush a dangerous opponent, and, at the 
time he penned the above letter, he well knew that 
Paul Morphy resented irom the hrst such unfiumess, 
and had positiTely forbidden any of his games to be 
sent to him. 

Mr. Staunton makes reference, in conclusion, to 
very ill advisers." I suppose I must take this mainly 
to myself^ more particularly as it is not the first time of 
his using the expression during the discussion. Witii- 
out attempting to defend myself, I w ould say to Mr. 
Btaunton : / can reconcile it with my sense of honor 
and honesty, to impute to you a wilful suppression of 
the paragraph so frequently referred to. Had you 
given that paragraph, you would, perforce, have been 
obliged to gtve your reasons for the assertions therein 
contained. And I wovld remind you, sir, that, in all 
thi6 discubbion, you have never touched the leai puint 
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at issue — never apologized for the misstatements of 
which Mr. Moiphj complains with bo much cause* 
'Psxi Morph J is acquainted with the reason for those 

misstatements, but he has never evinced a desire to 
force jou to state it publicly. He can afford to be 
generous." 

It may be cause of regret to some that the match 

between these two athletce did not take plae^. Such a 
contest would not have afforded any test of com- 
porison^ inasmuch as Mr. Staunton is not now the 
player he was eight or ten years ago. But an infal- 
lible test exists by which to judge of their respective 
merits — ^viz., their games. By their fruits ye shall 

know them." 
♦ « « « ♦ ♦ » 

MOBAL. 

Mr. Staunton's weakness was want of sufficient 

couragQ to say, " He is stronger than I." Luweiithal 
said it before his maidi tvith Morphy was Jmished ; 
Mr. Boden openly avowed his inferiority^ as also Mr. 
Bird, and many other eminent player*. And Saint 
Amant, in Paris, led the young hero up the steps of 
the throne^ and seated him beside Labourdonnais, 
•proclaimings Voigi notre maitre & nous tous.'^ Had 
Mr. Staimton so done, he would merely have antici- 
pated the verdict of posterity, and honored himself 
in the eyes of his coimtrymen and the world. 
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8iiy8,-~t]iat yon savour too mnch of your joath ; 
And bids yon be adm'd, theie's nought in Pianoe 
Thai can be with a nimble galliard won/' 

K. Hmry F., Act L, Sc. 2. 

On the last day of last August, I awakened Paul Mor- 
phy at ail early hour. The Polkestone train left Lon- 
don Bridge at 9 65 a^h., and there were some twenty 
minutes of hard driving to get to the railway station ; 
but Morphy came down to breakfast with admirable 
mng froid, took his own time at the meal, laughed at 
my fears of being too late> and got into a cab at least 
ten minutes Uter than we oiiijht to have done. Vie 
arrived at the depot in time to »ee the doors shut in our 
fiices. Now this was not agreeable, inasmuch as there 
was no other train for Paris, by that line, dimng the 
day. I therefore proposed to Mor[)]iy that we should 
stroll about until half-past one o'clock in the afternoon, 
and then take the route through Dover and Cahns, to 
which he assented. 

The trip across the Straits of Dover is neitlier long 
nor pleasant, and Mr. Morphy was di'eadfuUy sea- sick ; 
but his mind was preoccupied with his forthcoming 
campaigns in la Bdle France,, and he observed to me. 

Well, now I am going to meet MMVvdtzl I shall 
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beat him in the same proportion as I beat Lowenthal, 
although he is a better match-player than Lowenthal. 

But I shall play better with ILai'i u itz." Some of my 
readers may object to such an obsen^atioii ; but those 
who know Mo!rphy,.know that he speaks &om thorough 
aoquaintanoe with his opponent's capabilities, and con- 
viction of his o\^ii bujjeriority — nut ilvm any improper 
ieeimg of pride. 

People suffering firom sea-sickness generally recog- 
nize the truth of the maxim, It is better to give than 
to receive you have much difficult v in getting them 
to take anything, even fat pork ; but if you watch your 
opportunify, when the will is stronger than the deed, 
and induce them to wony down a modicum of cham- 
pagne " well up," you iiiliise new life into them. So I 
requested the steward to make us acquainted with his 
SiU&y Mousseux, and Horphy and I toasted each other 
on the deck of the steaniboat. On my a^sldng him im- 
mediately aiterwards how he felt, he allowed that he 
was better ; adding, however, that he believed it was 
nothing but imagination which worked the cure. 

It was but a short run to the pier of Calais, and the 
sea-sickness was forgotten when our leet again touched 
t$rra prma. On landing, we got into a slight difficulty. 
Mbrphy speaks the French language with the purest 
Gallic accent, and the officials would not at first consent 
to his traveUmg with a United States passport. This 
our hero soon cleared up by reading the geM iCarmu 
a lyrecis of the settlement, manners, customs, &c., of 
the State of Louisiana, and his own antecedents; where- 
upon that official restored him his jHipier r^2^, but con- 
fiscated a quantify of under-linen. They told us that 
waj3 Cubtomary. 
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Eight o'clock in the evening ; and if we took the 

train forthwith, we should arrive in Paris next moniini^ 
at six. Morphy propoaed tibat we should sleep there that 
night, and take an early train the following day, which 
course would enable us to see the town of Calais. So 
we repaired to the Hotel Dessin, attended to our inner 
and outer man, and then prepared for a stroll* As the 
result of our observations, we agreed Calais must have 
been a niagiuiicent town before the discovery of the 
principles of architecture. After diligent inquiry, we 
could not learn that any one knew when the last house 
was built, and Morphy gave it as his opinion that, were 
William the Conqueror to revisit Calais, he would find 
it unchanged, except in being dirtier. When I re- 
minded him that the town possessed peculiar interest 
for me as an Englishman, he coolly set me down, by 
observing that he had a very poor opinion of my an- 
cost >rs for wishing to keep such a place. 

The next morning we got into the train at a quar- 
ter to eight o'clock, and commenced the long, dreary 
ride of ten mortal hours to Paris. But there was no 
way out of the difficulty, and, what with yawning and 
dozing between the stations, and grombUng at the 
tedious regulation speed of the French railways, we 
ultimately arrived at the capital. Now every traveller 
on getting to this point, thinks he is bound to paint the 
various emotions arising in his breast on entering the 
city oi" the Seine. My own sensations were of strong 
Anglican bias. I wanted to dine. Morphy is never 
betrayed into rhapsody, and what he &lt he didn't 
speak. 

llaving again submitted our baggage to the inspec- 
tion of numerous oihcials, we thanked our stars ibr 
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seeing the last of the Ohemin de Fmr du Jfardf^-'drOTe 
off to Iimfi^9y where thej gave us rooms about the 

tifbeentii story, — started for the Ilestaurant des Trois 
FrhreA Fravmgauoff and got a capital dinner, and then 
addressed cnmdyes to the duties g£ Jlaneurs. I knew 
the French capital like a gamin de Paris ; and, with- 
out saying a word to Morphy of my intentions, 1 led 
him quietly down the Palais Boyal, past the Theatre 
fran^ais, and right into the Gafi$ de la £egenoe« 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

THE CAFE PE LA BEQENOB. 

Can this cockpit hold 
The vasty fields of France ?** 

K, Henry Act Ch/ofUi, 

Webb I called upon to name the central spot in this 
whirling sphere, the point round which all other points 
revolve, I should say — ^The Cafe de la Eegence. 

Probably many of my readers mil not think so^ but 
that does not alter the fact. I name the cafe, not as a 
chess player, but irom more general reasons. Take a 
bowl of water or any other liquid— will do — and,, 
prior to drinking, experiment upon it. Turn it round 
and roujid until the liquid revolves qidcldy, and mark : 
there is one spot in the centre, a bubble, or mass of 
foam, which appears stationary, and aU. the other bub- 
bles ore drcUng and converging spirally towards it. 
So with rav cafe. 

In Paris, every other house is a cafe. The inhabit- 
ants are divided into two classes : — waiters at the cafii, 
and — frequenters of the caSi. Paris never existed 
until coftee was introduced. Paris is merely a big 
cafe, and is a product of the Mocha berry. 

Every caf^ has its speciality. At Paul Mquet's, for 
instance, the chiffoniers congregate, and at Tortoni's, 
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speculators and politicians. Not one of these esta- 
blishments, throughout the city, but has its mark^ by 
which to diBtinguish it from its feUows; in the same 
way as an ugly woman consoles herself with the belief 
that she has one quality at least which will captivate 
admirers. But the Cafe de la Begence stands out pe- 
culiar from the rest ; it is what they are, and more too. 
It is an epitome of all. 

Now the reader must not suppose I am going to 
^ter on a lengthy history of this fer-fiuned trysting 
spot of men of all countries/ more particularly as Mr. 
George Walker anticipated me many years ago. 
Everybody knows that the Cafe de la Rogence and 
the Cafe Procope are the two oldest in Parisj that the 
former is so named after the &mous Begent Duke of 
Orleans ; that Voltaire, Jean Jacques E/Ousseau, Duke 
of Eicheiieu, Marshall Saxe, Eranklin> Bobespierre, 
Napoleon, etc., etc., etc., made it their place of fre- 
quent resort for the purpose of playing at chess. I 
am about to give a daguerreotype of the Regence as 
Morphy and I found it, and as any one will iind it at 
the preset day. 

• The first thing we caught sight of, on entering, was 
a dense cloud of tobacco siiiuke, the product of tahae 
de Caporal and cigars de la Eegie, The second object 
was a massive individual, with Titanic shoulders, whom 
we afterwards learned was Monsieur Morel, or, as they 
call him there, " Le pore Morel," and " The Rhinoce- 
ros.'' Having turned the flank of this gentleman, and 
our eyes becoming used to the peculiar atmosphere, we 
observed tliat tables were placed as close to each other 
as would admit of one's passing between them, and 
that dbess was being pkyed on some, draughts, cards* 
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and dominoes on others. In a second room, two bil- 
Uard-tables were in fiill action^ surroimded by stQl 

other chess and card parties, u liilst the unceasing hub- 
bub arising from the throng seemed to render mental 
abstraction an impossibilily. At a table in the first 
room, a small crowd was watcliing the contest between 
two amateurs of " ye noble game of chesse playe,'' 
and Morphy's attention was immediately arrested. I 
stepped up to the dame du comptoir and made in- 
quiries as to who was then in the room, and learned 
from her that one of the two players Morphy was 
watdiing was Monsieur Jonmoud, " un de nos plus 
forts/' the lady added, as though aware I was a 
stranger. She informed me tliat Mr. llarruitz ^^as . 
then at Vaienciennes, but intended to return to Paris 
at the end of the week, in order to meet Mr. Morphy. 
On my not expressing any surprise at the mention of 
the latter's name, she vuhinteered the information that 
Mr. Morphy was a celebrated American player, who 
had beaten ererybody he had played with, and that 
they expected him yesterday. The lady was pleasingly 
voluble, and I encouraged her ; this induced her to add 
that Monsieiu* Amoux de Sivi^re had just received a 
letter from a friend in London, apprising him that our 
hero had left the English capital, and was en route for 
Paris. 

Having learned as much as the dame du eamptair 
was able to communicate, I rejoined Morphy, and we 

took a second look round the room. Sounds of all 
European languages saluted our ears, and types of 
djJferent races our eyes. In one comer, a knot of 
Italians talked, amicably nodoubt, intheirrapid, quarrel- 
some manner. At one of the billiard-tables, a party of 

X 

ft 

^ Digitized by Google 



130 



PAUL MOBFET. 



Eussians were having it their own way, witliout fear 
of listeners ; Americans and English, Germans, Danes, 
Swedes, Greeks, Spaniairds, etc., jabbered togetiier re- 
gardless of bystanders, making the eaSi a very Babel. 
Scores of journals were lying here and there — the 
leading newspapers, in &ct, throughout £urope — ^so 
that every visitor, no matter what his nationalify, 
could obtain news of home. 

The crowd seemed, as it always does, to represent 
every rank of society. There were military men, irom 
colonels to privates ; one or two priests, who seemed 
somewhat out of their element ; well-dressed, aiisto- 
cratic-looking individuals, who kept together in knots 
in different comers ; and the invariable piUier de cafi, 
who passes half his existence in such establishments, 
and the other half in bed. The Cafe de la Regence 
opens at eight o'clock in the morning, but little or 
nothing is done until noon, barring the daily visit of 
some three or four patrons who drink their coflfee in 
silence, and are not seen again until eai'ly next day. 
But at noon men begin to drop in quickly, and, by 
two o'clock, the room is as Ml as it can conveniently 

iiold, and continues until midnight. 

The Cafe de la Begence has only existed on itd 
present site for a few years; in &ct, since Louis 
Napoleon has made the many magnificent alterations 
in the French capital. Previously, it was next door, 
in a locale not half so convenient as the present one. 
The isa£6 is separated into two rooms on the £ue St. 
Honore; in the larger one, which we have already 
described, smoking is permitted to a frightful extent ; 
in the other, it is strictly forbidden. The latter diam- 
ber is well fitted up, and the ceiling which is massive. 
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contains four shields iii the cornices, bearing the names 
of PhiHdor, DeschappeUes, and Labourdonnais. The 
fourth bears the date of the oa£4's foundation, and the 
})roprietor has stated his intention of placing therein 
the name of Moephy. Perhaps it is alri cidy done. 

Atthetimeof ouramval in Paris, the Oerde de9 Eehees, 
or in' other words , the Chess Club, met in rooms oyer 
the cafe. The association had three rooms set apart 
for chess, and one for billiards; and Saiut Amant, 
Devineky G-mbert, Preti, Doaasan, DelaDnoy, Seguin 
and Lecrivain were amongst the members. But the 
great room down stairs prevented their receiving any 
aooessbn of numbers, and the rent being very high, and 
fimds very low, they gave up their quarters at the end 
of last year, and are now to be found in the cafe below. 

Morphy would not announce his arrival on his iirst 
▼isit, preferring to postpone it until the following day. 
When it was known that the so much looked-for 
player was in Paris, the excitement was great ; French- • 
men live for excitement. M, de Iliviere had not been 
there latdy, but we found Messrs. Leoriyain, Joumoud, . 
Guibert , and numbers of knight and rook-players. The 
Urst-named gentleman, by general request, offered him- 
self as the initiatory sacrifice, accepting the odds of > 
pawn and two moves, and managed to score some two 
games to Morphy*8 six or seven. Then M. de EiWcre 
arrived, and getting the move, played the Buy Lopez, 
whidi eveiituated in <'a draw;" and he was subse* 
quently Ibllowed by M. Joumoud, who, tiiough one of 
tiie best French players, failed to score a victory. 
Morphy had made his mark, and everybody looked 
ffarrard to the amyal of Herr HarrwitSy when they 
hoped. to. see fun. 
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TILE ilAlCii lii:,IW££iS MOiiPilY AlO) HAEEWITZ. 

Tell him, he halii made a match ^th snch a wxang^er." 

K* Awy Act L, Se, S« 

Satuedax came and so did Harrwitz, We found him 
a little man of about fbitj, mth finely-developed head^ 
and large, piercing black eyes. In conyeraation^ he is 
exceedingly witty and cool," and many are the good 
thmgs told of him. Borne of my readers will remem« 
ber the rebuke he gave Mr. Staunton, when playing his 
celebrated match with that gentleman. Harrwita had 
made a move which caused much reflection to his 
opponent, who rolled about on his chair and stroked 
hLs forehead energetically^ as only Mr. Staunton can 
do, gi\'iiig speciulors the impression that his brain was 
in an agony of labor. He examined the position, and 
re-examined it ; but, the more he looked, the less he 
Uked it. Savage at being balked, he exclaimed — 
"Well, I've lost a move," and thereupon played a 
piece. Harrwitz coolly rises irom his seat, rings the 
bell frantically, and gives Ae following order: 
" Waiter, look about for a move ; Mr. Staunton has 
lost one." 

There is probably no man living who plays so much 
chess as Heir Harrwitz. All great dbiess players I 
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know of, are great lie-a^'heds, and he is no exception 
to the rule. His night-gear and he part company 
many hours after sunrise^ and he starts forthwith for 
the Ga£$ de la B^ence, where he plays^ with only a 
slight intermission for dinner, until he goes home to 
bed again. His opponents are generally visitors to 
the ea£&f not the habitui$; for these last have taken 
great dislike to his very peculiar manner, and will not 
contend with him. Thev say, too, that he evinces an 
improper desire to win, and, in consequence, will only 
give the odds of pawn and move, when he conld weQ 
afford pawn and two, and the knight instead of the 
rook. In my character of historian, I am bound to 
state that the feding was yeiy intense at the Bp^genoe 
in fiyour of Morphy, and many the prayers {Frenusk 
prayers) that Han-u itz might succumb to lum. 

The two celebrities shook hands together, and Mor- 
phy immediately asked if he would eonsent to play a 
match. The &et is the young Paul meant mischirf* 
Everybody in England was loud in praise of Harrwitz's 
skill, and prophesied a tough encounter. There was 
reason in this; £)r the Prussian player has given 
himself up, body and soul, to the game. Staunton's 
literary avocmtions now permit him but an hour or two 
weekly for chess, although formerly he lived in the 
London Divan, as Harrwitz in the B^gence, and was 
60 rabid about Ciussa, that he actually wore shirts with 
kings, rooks, pawns, etc., printed over the bosoms and 
tails* Saint Amant was never a professional chess 
player, merely regarding it as a pastime. Lowenthal's 
duties as chess editor and analyst, prevented his giving 
much time to play, and although he devotes a certain 
period weekly to the contests at the London^ St. 
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Gteorge% and St. James's Glubs^ he seldom contends 

for any stake. Aiiderssen is absorbed in mathematics 
at tlie iiresiau Q-jmnasium; Hyderbraadt's diplomatic 
career engages nearly his entire attoition; Buckle has 
forgotten his former love; Boden, Bird, Medley^ 
Walker, Mongredien, Slous, Kipping, Do E-iviere, 
iiaroche, are engaged in mercantile pursuits ; Lowe is 
getting rich with his hotel; Horwits is painting; 
Kliiig is a professor of music ; and so on with nearly 
all European players. Harrwitz is the only maa I 
know of who seems to live for chess, and we can, 
therefore, easily understand why Morphy was so 
desirous of playing liini. 

. To our hero's question, Harrwitz gave a reply so 
non^mmittal, tiiat Morphy said, aside, to me, He 
won't play a match.'* A crowd had coUected around 
us, and the Prussian, thinking it an admirable oppor- 
tunity for display, asked Morphy whether he had any 
objection to an off-hand game. Of course he had not, 
Harrwitz had the move, and played an Algaier Gambit, 
which, after a hard iight, he won. Morphy was some- 
what excited, made a mistake in the opening, by which 
he lost three pawns for nothing at all, and yet fought 
the battle with such determination, that the number 
of moves was not tar short of a hundred. His an- 
tagonist was delighted with his victory, thought he was 
sure of Morphy, and engaged to settle the preliminaries 
of a match on the follo\ving day. 

The next morning Harrwitz arrived at his usual 
hour — noon. He informed Morphy that his friends 
were desirous of backing him, but that the stakes were 
not made up yet, Morphy replied that that would be 
no objection, as be would accept any bets that might 
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be oflbred during the match, and th^ could therefore 
begin at once. But another difficulty stood in the 

way. Morpliy, in pursuance of a settled plan, had , 
chosen his seconds from the enemy's camp, and had 
requested De Bivi^ and Joumoud to act as his 
friends in this contest. Harrwitz chose to regard 
these gentlemen with feelings of enmity, and stated 
that, if there were any seconds, there wotdd be no 
match." Morphy was thus placed in a very equiyocal 
position. Without being aware of any dispute exist- 
ing between his future antagonist and the gentlemen 
in question, he had chosen them as his representatives; 
how could he now ask them to back out, because Mr, 
Harrwitz demanded it? However, on my representing 
the case to them, Messrs. De Biviere and Joumoud 
resigned their office in the most kindly and willing 
manner, so desirous were they of seeing the match 
come off. 

Shortly afterwards^ Monsieur Lequesne arrived. 
This gentlemen, the pupil and worthy successor of 

Pradier, is now the first of living IVench sculptors, 
and t' c peer of Marochetti, Crawford, and Gibson. 
He is also a strong chess player, and the most active 
man in Prance for arranging matches, tournaments, 
&c. He immediately adjourned with Harrwitz, Mor- 
phy, and myself to a private room, to settle prelimin- 
aries, and, if I recollect rightly, Br. G-rosboulogne was 
of the party. Harrwitz expressed his dislike to any 
thing liiie ceremony, and objected to there being 
seconds or umpires in the affidr : sorry were Morphy, 
Lequesne, and H.'8 own backers, afterwards, that he 
carried the day on that pouit. The only arrangements 
made were, that Morphy was to accept all bets offered. 
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that the wiimcr of the first seven games sliould be 
et^teemed the victor, and that the play should take 
place on four dsjs in the week ; and, finally, at Harr- 
witz's expresB stipulation, the matcli was to be played 
in the public caf<^. 

All this being agreed upon, the two champions 
came forth, and went at it. On drawing for the move, 
Harrwitz was again successful, and played as he always 
does in matches, pawn to queen's fourth. This opening, 
and Philidor in defence, as second player, you could no 
more drive him away from, tiian you could induce 
Great Britain to give up Gibraltar. Pawn to qmen's 
fourth served Haxrwitz's turn once, and so did Philidor 
in defmce, but only once, and I do not think it would 
tihen> if Morphy had been in good condition. 

The ni^T^ht before the comiueiicement of tlie match, 
Morphy had been sight-seeing until a very late hour ; 
and we only got into bed between two and three 
o^dock in the morning. He laughed at me for re- 
minding him of his approaching contest, and the 
necessity for mensmnain corpore sano, which I said 
would be seriously interfered with by his not taking 
sufficient rest. The next day his appearance verified 
my prognostics, and he failed to show that impassibility 
' wldch ordinarily characterizes him. He says, how- 
ever, that Harrwitz beat him because he (H.) played 
the best inoves ; and he would not admit to me that 
want of rest at all interfered with his own play. 

Throughout the first game, Harrwitz displayed the 
most roUicking contempt for his antagonist, and, at the 
conclusion, when Morphy resigned, he rose from his 
seat, stretched across the table, and taking the latter 
by the handj he felt his pulse and declared to tilie 
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crowd — Well, it is astonishing 1 His pulse does not 
beat any fiuteir than if he had won the game.'^ Every 
body was disgusted at such a contemptuous proceeding, 
but Morphy took it all as quietly as though it were a 
part of the match. 

Our hero passed that evening with some firiends. 
Towards eleven o'clock I said to him, " Now, Morphy, 
you really must not have a second edition of last night ; 
let us get home in good time but he replied^ Oh, 
don't be fi<ightened, I've got the move to-morrow 
and, m spite of all I could say or do, w e did not get to 
bed until nearly four o'clock. Well, what was the 
consequence? After obtaining a magnificent position 
in the second game of the match, bodily &tigue came 
upon him, and Harrwitz was again victor. The 
Prussian came out in greater glory than ever, rolling 
about in his seat, talking loudly to persons about the 
board, and smiling sardonically at his opponent, as 
much as to sjiy, *'0h, it takes very little trouble to 
beat this fallow." Many leading players in the Qa£i, 
especially De Sivi&re and Joumoud, were very savage 
at such conduct, but I told them — " Mar]; my words, 
Mr. Harrwitz will be quiet as a lamb beibre the end of 
next week." 

The result of the play with Harrwits had shaken 

the faith of the French players in Morphy. But as we 
left the cafe, he said, laughingly, to me, How as- 
tonished all these men will be if Uarrwits does not 
get another game !" And he did not. At dinner, I 
reasoned the matter with him, saying that the first 
requisite for any man engaged in a chess match, was 
rest for the brain ; and that he ouglit, by this time, to 
be convinced of the absolute necessity of keeping early 
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hours. And I wound up by eziMSting a proinise from 
him that he would never be out of bed after midnight^ 

during the match. 

In the evening we went to the Opera Gomiq^ue, and 
witnessed a very unsatis&ctoiy performance of La 
Fort du Diable/' Morph j has a great love for music, 
and his memory for an v air he has once heard is aston- 
ishing. Mrs. Morpliv is renowned in the salons of 
New Orleans as a briUiant pianiste and musician ; and 
her soil, without ever having studied music, has a 
similar aptitude for it, and he believes that he would 
have become as fiunous therebi as in chess, had he 
given his attention to it. La Fart du Diable" was a 
new opera, and Mor^)hy, after leaving the theatre, 
hummed over many of the airs to me, which he had 
just heard for the first time, with astonishing precision. 

The next day we took a long drive among the 
" lions," and, in the evening, dined at the residence of 
that chess veteran and friend of Deschappelles and 
Labourdonnais, Monsieur Doazan. Harrwitz was of 
the compiuiy, and, for the nonce, acted Jupiter 
Triumphans in superb style. 1 felt indignant at such 
conduct towards a man so inoffensive and modest as 
Mr. Morphy, and I observed: <<I am sorry, Mr, 
Harr\^itz, you have not yet found Mr. Morphy in good 
hghting trim. The iact is, he has been preparing to 
meet you by not going to bed until common men are 
about to rise ; but he has promised to retire early in 
futiure, and you will then find in him a very different 
antagonist." It v merely a hint, but the gentle 
Harrwitz did not like it. The following morning, 
Morphy said to me at breakfast, If I beat Harrw itz 
to-day, you will say it is because I went to bed at 
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eleven o'clock to which I replied, " Perhaps, but I 

do say that voli lost the first two games because you 
went to bed at four." 

The third and fourth games Morph j scored in beau-^ 
tifiil style. The latter, Staunton declared, "would 
have excited the admiration of Labourdommis,*' and 
the effect upon Harrwitz was interesting* Ihiring its 
progress, his conduct was quite gentlemanly, with the 
exception of a \ iolcnt sluikiiig consequent upuu nervous 
excitement. There wn^ cause for this. On the other 
side of the board sat Morph looking, in his peculiar 
way, like a block of impassible, living marble, the yery 
embodiment of penetration and deeision. Xo hesitancy 
or excitemeut there, but ail cool, cairn iK'tion, knowing 
where it must end; and, as he rose from his seat 
every body congratulated him on the score now stand- 
ing two to two, and assiu'ed him they were confident 
what would be the result. We laughed heartily at 
these men, who, but a few days previous, had looked 
woefully chapMlen, fcai^iiig that iiarrwitz was too 
strong for Morphy. 

The fifth game was pkyed on the following Monday, 
and the Prussian lost it, although he had the move. 
Harrwitz felt uncomfortable, plainly feeling that his 
present antagonist was, as he expressed himself to a 
friend, ^^very much stronger than any he had ever 
met.^ We now had several days' intermission from 
play, the plea being " ill health and, finally, INIorphy 
received a letter Irom his opponent, asking tor a respite 
of a week or ten days, to which a reply was returned 
granting the request, on condition that, when the 
match was resumed, a game should be played daily, 
Sundays alone excepted. At the termination of ten 
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days, Harrwitz lost the sixth game : so that the score 
now stood — Morphy, four ; Harrwitz, two ; drawn, 
none. And the latter, in spite of the agreement, was 
again absent from the battle-field for some days. 



i 



Digitized by Google 



CHAPTEE X 



IfOBPHX'S BLDmrOLD VEAT IN PABIS. 

" When, without stratagem, 
But in plain shock and e^•cn play of battle. 
Was ever known so prcat and little loss, 
On one part and on the otiier ?" 

K. jEfeary Act IV^ So. 8. 

Awaiting the return of Ms antagonist, Paul Morphy 
aimounced his intention of playing eight blindfold 
games, simultaneously, in the public caGi. It is need- 
less to assure my readers that the mere annoimoement 
produced tlie grealebt excitement; the newspapers 
heralded the &ct throughout the city, and crowds of 
strangers come pouring into the B^;ence, and asking 
particulars of the haUtuSa in relation to the approach* 
ing perlbrmance. Harrwitz had abeadj asked Morphy 
to join him in a public display of the same description, 
to which the admission was to be five francs, and 
Morphy felt embarrassed in answering him ; but the 
good offices of Mr. Lequesne arranged the difficulty, 
without hurting any one's ameur jfnvpre, and the pro- 
posed exhibition was set on one side. Morphy has an 
intense dislike to money-fingering in connection with 
chess ; and he made it a sine qud nan that, if he played 
blindfold at aU, the OaficlelaS^enoeAovlldheo^nto 
any one who chose to Wlk in. The proprietor. Monsieur 
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Delaimaj,* was oiily too glad to accede to this ; not 
merely foreseeing that the ezhibition would attract 
crowds to his establishment, and be an admirable 

advertisement, but also from a friendly feeling for our 
hero. The frequenters of the place used to say that 
Deiaunay would give Moiphy half hia ea£^, if he asked 
him for it. 

The blindi'uld struggle was publicly announced to 
oommenee at noon ; but, at an early hour, the crowd 
was already considerable. The billiard-tables in the 
iLirther room were sacrificed to the exigencies of the 
occasion ; I requested the waiters to put a thick cord 
round them, so as to rail off a space for Morphy, and a 
large easy-chair, placed in the enceintey made the whole 
arrangements as coniibrtiible for liim as could be wished. 
He, however, was not up to the mark, as regards bodily 
health. Morphy is a water-drinker, and Paris water 
would cure any Maine Liquor Law bigot of Teetotalism 
in a week. Since the outset of the match with Harr- 
witz, he had been ailing, but he preferred playing to 
making excuses. Bjs own expression was, ^* Je ne 
suis pas homme aux excuses" — (I am no man to make 
excuses,) and he was always ready for Harrwitz, 
although obliged to ride to the cafi^. Nothing provee 
80 satis&ctorily to me Morphy's wondrous powers in 
chess, as his contests in France, laboring, as he con- 
stantly did, under positive bodily sufiering. A man a 
braui will often be more than ordinarily actiye. and 
dear when the body is weaik firom late illness ; but 
it is not so when there is pain existing. At breakfast, 
on the morning fixed for this blindlbld exhibition, ha 
said to me, I don't know how I shall gettiirough my 

* Since dead. 
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work to-day, I am afraid I shall be obliged to leave the 
room, and some evil-minded persons may think I am 
examining positions outside/' Yet, in spite of this, 
he sits down, iiud, during ten long hours, creates 
coiiibiuations which have never been surpasi^ed on the 
chess-boardy although his opponents were men of 
recognised strength, and, as a coUectiye body, Fawn 
and Two Moves stronger than the Birmingliam eight. 

The boards for Morpliy's antagonists were arranged 
in theprincipalroom of thecaf^, numbered as foUows:— 

No. 1. Baucher, 5. Lcqnesne. 

2. Bierwixth, 6. Foder, 

S. Bomemaan, 7. Fri§ti. 

4. Gnibert, 8. Seguin. 

Nearly all these gentlemen are well known in con- 
temporaneous chess, and formed such a phalanx that 
many persons asked whether Morphy knew whom he 
was going to play against. Monsieur Amoux de 
Eiviere called the moves for the lirst four, and 
Monsieur Joumoud ibr the others; and, all being 
prepared, Morphy began as usual with "Pawn to 
King's fourth on all the boards." 

Tlungs went on swimmingly and amuijuigly. It 
was as good as a volume of Punch or the Charivari to 
bear the remarks made by the excited spectators; 
more especially when the openings" were past, and 
the science of the combatants came out, in the middle 
of the game. There was the huge " P^re Morel/' 
hands in his pockets, blowing clouds from an immense 
pipe like smoke from Vesuvius, threading his way be- 
tween the boards, and actually getting iierce when any- 
body asked him what be thought of it. Seeing hW 
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seated at the end of the room towards eFening^ and 

looking as though dmubfoundered at the performance, 
I said to him, — Well, Mr. Morel, do you believe now 
that Moiphj can play against eight such antagonists 
He looked at me in an imploring manner, and repUed, 
— ^**0h, don't talk to me; Mr. Morphy makes my 
head ache." It is related of Pitt that, malring a 
speech in Ftoliament on a eertain occasion, whilst 
under the iniluence of sundry bottles of port, the 
doorkeeper of the House of Commous declared that 
the son of ihe great Chatham made his head ache, so 
yiolent was his language, and so loud his tone. This 
coming to Pitt's ears, he said — "Nothing could be 
better ; I drink the wine, and the doorkeeper gets the 
headache." Monsieur Potier rises fipom his table to 
show on another board how Morphy had actually seen 
seven moves in advance ; and Signer Preti gets qidte 
nervous and agitated as our hero puts shot after shot 
into his buU's-eye; and I had much difficulty in 
assuring him that no absolute necessity existed for his 
playing on, imtil Morphy mated him ; but that, when 
he found his g^e was iiretrievably lost, he would be 
justified in resigning. Monsieur Baucher was the 
first to give in, although one of the very strongest of 
the contestants; Morphy's combinations against this 
gentleman were so astonishing, and the finale so biil* 
liant, that Mr. Walter declared in BeWs Life^*' This 
game is wortliy of being inscribed in letters oi gold, on 
the walls of the London Club." Bomemann and Pr^ti 
soon followed, and then Potier and Bierwirth ; Messrs. 
Lequesne and Ouibert eilbcting drawii battles. Mon- 
sieur Seguin alone was lefb. It was but natural that 
he should be the last, as he was tiie strongest of the 
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€Sght combatants, and, truth to tell, he did not believe 
it possible for anj one to beat him without seeing the 
board; but this Morphy finallj effected in some beau- 
tiful pawn plaj^ which would have tickled PhiUdor 

himself. 

^Forthwith commenced such a scene as I scared; 
hope again to witness. Morphy stepped from the 
arm-chair in which he had been almost immovable for 
ten consecutive hours, without having tasted a morsel 
of even water, during the whole of the 

period ; yet as fresh, apparently, as when he sat down. 
The English and Americruis, of mIioiu there were 
scores present, set up stentorian Angio-Saxcm cheers, 
and the french joined in as the whole crowd made a 
• simxdtaneous rush at oiur hero. The waiters of the 
caf^ had formed a conspiracy to carry Morphy in 
triiunph on their shoulders, but the multitude was so 
compact, they could not get near him, and finally, had 
to abandon the attempt. Great bearded fellows grasped 
his hands, and almost shook his arms out of the 
sockets, and it was nearly half an hour before we 
could get out of the eaf& A well-known citteen of 
jSx^w York, Thomas Bryan, Esq.,* got on one side of 
him and M. de Sivi^re on the other, and Le Pere 
Morel," — ^body and soul for our hero — fought a passage 
through the crowd by main strength, and we finally 
got into the street. There the 8cene was repeated; 
ihe multitude was greater out of doors than in the 
ea£6f and the shouting, if possible, more deafening. 
Morphy, Messrs. Bryan and de Biridre and myself, 
made for the Palais Royal, but the crowd still followed 
uBji and when we got to the guard-house of the Im- 
* Mr. StiUmtDu^s Beoood in llie matdi witti Saint Amant. 

L 
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perial Ghmrd, sergetits de mile and soldiers came running 
out to see whether a new revolution was on the tapis. 
We rushed into the Bestaurant F07, up stairs, and 
into a private room ; whilst, as we subsequently 
learned, the landlord made anxious inquiries as to the 
cause of ail this ezcitoment. Having done our duly 
to a capital supper, we got off by a back street, and 
thus avoided the crowd, who, we were iiiibrraed, 
awaited our reappearanoe- in the quadrangle of the 
Palais Boyal. 

Next morning, Morphy actually awakened me at 
seven o'clock, and told me, il 1 would get up, he would 
dictate to me the moves of yesterday's games. I never 
saw him in better spirits, or less &tigued, than on that 
occasion, as he showed me, for two long hours, the 
hundreds of variations depending on the play of the 
previous day, with such rapidity that I found it haid 
work to follow^he thread of his eombinations. 

Harrwatz was in the cafe for about an hom* during 
i^e blindfold play, and he actually had the assurance 
to say to me, You can tell Mr. Morphy, that I will 
conthiue the match to-morrow.** I replied : " I feel 
satisfied that Mr. Morphy will be willing to do so, but 
I shall most certainly object, and aU that lies in my 
power will be done to prevent his seeing a chess-boaid 
mitil he has had at least t\\-eiity-fbui' hours' rest.*' 
And I added : " Tou had better not let it be known 
that you have made the proposition, or you will be 
badly received in the eaf^ depend upon it." 

Tlie ( ^ ening after Lis blindfold feat, Morphy very 
inconsiderately took a nap in his sitting-room, with 
the window opm. On my arrival I awoke him, and 
he complamed of feeling cold. Next morning he was 
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feicerish, and in any thing but a fit state to meet Harr- 
witz. Nevertheless I could not induce him to keep 
his room ; he said to me : I would sooner lose the 
game, than that anybody should think I had exhausted 
myself bj a tour de force, as some will do i£ 1 am 
absent at the proper hour." And he rode to the 
B^nce in a state only fit for a hot bath and sweating 
powder. Well might St. Amant caii him the " chival- 
rous Bayard of Chess/' 
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CONTINUATION OP TH£ MATOH WITH HABBWITZ. 

** Though he he as goot ii gentleman as the tcvil is, as Lucifer 
and Beelzehnb himself, it is necessan*, look your grace, that he 
keep his vow and his oath." — K, Henry Act IV. So. 7. 

I was not angiy^ since I came to Fiance, 
Until lliis instant"— /6tU 

MoBFHx was at the Eegence to the minute, but Harr- 
witzwas not forthcoming. At last we leoeiyed a mes* 

sage from him that he objected to play any longer in 
the public cafe, and requested Morphj to come up 
stairs into the rooms of the Chess Club. It would be 
difficult to describe the excitement caused by this an- 
iiouiicement. Harrwitz's backers, of whom there were 
eight or ten, were very angry ; more especially as it 
was at his own particular desire that the matdi was 
played in the eafS, The pretext was, that the warm 
atmosphere and noise of the crowd interfered \^'ith his 
game ; the realfacty because everybody, even the afore- 
mentioned backers, were fibYourable to Morphy. What 
was to be done? Our hero, with his clear reasoning, 
soon found the correct reply, and he sent back word 
that The Chess Club being a private association^ it 
would be an impertinence on his part to use their 
a|jariiiicnts without tlitii" permisciiun.'' Harrwitz v\ uuid 
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not show himBel^ and the entire affior was near being 

put a stop to, when certain members of the Cerde 
kindly opened the doors of their Club, aud Morphy 
went np stairs. 

The two principals being again fiioe to fiioe, Harr- 
witz commenced with his ' saiaoold two-and-sixpence'* 
pawn to queen's fourth, and, before he had got past 
the twentieth move, Morphy had the attack, position, 
and every thing. But, in process of administering the 
coiq) de grace, Morphy feverish stiite told upon him, 
and he committed an oversight which lobt him a rook, 
when within a moye or two of winning. It was so 
j^tupid a mistake, that he hmnediately burst out kugh- 
iiig at himself. Harrwitz picked olf the unfortunate 
rook with the utmost non^icUance, as though it were 
the result of his own combinations, and actually told 
me afterwards, " Oh, the game was a drawn one 
throughout." Morphy got a perpetual check upon 
him, and it was the only " draw" in the contest. 
What does the American Chess Monthly mean by 



lit 













nation 

Again we had to wait some time for Mr. Harrwitz. 
It must not be supposed that this gentleman used his 

irequent leaves of absence" for the pm-pose of re- 
cruiting that health which he represented as so bad. 
No, he came daily to the MSgence at the usual hour, 
and pk,yed with anybody but Morphy, until past mid- 
night. He sat down now, in front of his adversary, 
for the eighth and last time, apparently in his ordi- 
nary health, and fou^t as tough a battle as any in 
the coiiiest. The game histed to the fifty-nmth 

move. 

and then Harrwitz resigned. 
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The Bcoie now stood^ Morphy 5 ; JEIorrwitsB 2 ; drawn 
1. Next day Morpliy reoeiyed a yerbal message that 

"Mr. Harrwitz resigns the match, on account of ill 
health." There was something like a row at the Oafi 
de la Migenee when this was known, for the Fnissiaii 
amateur had not even deigned to consult his baekers, 
or even to iiilbrm thein of his intention. Mr. Lequesne, 
his stake-holder, was requested by him to hand over 
the collected amount, two hnndred and ninety fiancs, 
to our hero, and that gentleman fortliw ilh called on 
Morphy at his hotel. Of course we got the fuiiest 
particularB firom Mr. Lequesne. He informed us that 
Harrwitz's backers were furious, and tiiat they, like 
himself, were confident that their principal vva^j merely 
indisposed in the morale, not at all physically. Morphy 
replied that it never was his desire to play for stakes 
under any circumstances ; and, taking into considera- 
tion the peculiar &cts of the case, he would certainly 
decline receiving the money. 

Some time afterwards, Mr« Lequesne returned, and 
stated that, not merely were the different subscribers 
to the stakes desirous that Paul Morphy should recei\ e 
what had been won by him, but that Mr. Harrwita 
would, for the sake of appeasing his backers, play out 
the remainder of the match. Morphy immediately 
returned answer, that Mr. H. having resigned the 
contest, tiiere was an end of tiie matter, but that he 
(Morphy) ^\as ready to commence ti second match im- 
mediately." Harrwitz had had enough of beating, and 
be unhesitatingly declined tiiis proposition. 

But a difficulty arose in consequence of Morphy's 
refiisal to receive the stakes. Letters j) on red in from 
aU quarters, complaining that bets on the result of the 
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contest were influenced by the decision, and Morphj 
finaUj took the two hundred and ninety francs from 
Mr. Lequesne. He then caused it to be announced 
publicly, that the moiicy was deposited with the pro- 
prietor of the Cb/e de la Bigence^ that any of the sub- 
scribers to the amount were at perfect liberty to with- 
draw thdr subscriptions, and that tiie remainder should 
go towards defrapng Herr Anderssen's expenses to 
Paris. And so the money was eventually used. 

Will any of my readers think it possible that Mr, 
Harrwitz* could, after all this, publish that "he had 
not lost the match, but that Mr. Moi'phy had con- 
sented to its being annulled 
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CHAFTEB Xn. 

MOBPHX AJSna THE f&EKCH AMAI£UBS« 

" For, if we may, 
Well not ofifond one stotnach mth our play/' 

K. Bewry V,^ Act IL, Chtmi* 

Thb Paris newspapera boob took to wiitmg about our 
hero, from the Monitmr to the Cfharivari. The latter^ 

the oldest and most famous of all comic papers, gave 
cut ailer cut, and article after article upon him ; in 
futy Morphy was its standing joke for a long period. 
One day there was a picture representing Britannia, 
astonished at the checks bhe was receiving in India, re- 
questing the young American to get her out of the 
difficulty/' Another represented an indiyidual who 

declined entering the Cafe de la MSgmce in company 
with his wife, because there was, inside, a certain Mr. 
Morphy, who would capture his queen from him/' 
After the blindfold exhibition, Ae fiunous Tazile De- 
lord wrote as follows : — 

" Well, let us have a game of chess. Shall I give 
you the rook? Sit down here, and I will place myself 
in this arm-chair.'' 
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" Oh, no ! Now-a-day8, no man who respects hiin- 
selfy thinks of playing with the board in front of him/' 
Upon this imaginaiy oonversationy Delord lets loose 

a volley of lim, ending in this manner : — 

** I understand EcarU, 1 can appreciate Picquet, I 
can even rise to the grandeur of Trie Trac^ but don't 
talk to me of Chess. Thai game will bring us back to 
tragedy/' 

What with i^e illustrated papers giving Moiphy's 
portraitB, no two of which were ever alike, and the in- 
numerable articles in the dailies/' he began to be 
notorious. Saint Amant wrote that he supplied a want 
which Paris had felt for a long time — ^the want of a 
hero. Monsieur Lequesne requested him to sit f(wr his 
bust, and threw so much labor of love into the work, 
that he produced a chef (Toeuvre which all Paris went 
to critioiase and to praise. All these various occurrences 
could not but cause excitement in the salons^ and in- 
vitations began to pour in from the i'auboiurgs St. 
Honor^ and St. Gternuun. The first came from the 

Duchess de T . My readers must forgive me for 

not mentioning names where a lady is concerned. The 
Duchess stated that she had played at chess since a 
ohildi and that she was desirous of becoming acquainted 
with a gentleman whom fione heralded as so superior 
to all amateurs ; but that she bad no hope of proving 
an antagonist worthy of him. Well, Morphy waited 
on his &br challenger, and out of five games each won 
two, and one was drawn. Then the Princess M 
eij>ressed a desire to play our hero, and other great 
dames followed ; and knowing, as I do, the result, I 
solemnly declare that, in spite of my confidence m 
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Mor|)hy*8 powers of comhiiiation, I never would bet a 

cent upon lii^n when his opponent is a lady. 

I am not bound to silence where gentlemen are con- 
cemedy and I am glad to mention amongst diess ama- 
teurs, snch names as the Bake of Brunswick and Counts 
Casablanca, Isouard, and Bastorot. These gentlemen 
are Yeterans in the noble game, and chess works and 
periodicals are no strangers to their contests. Count 
Casabianca was " at home " every Friday night, and, 
whilst some oi' the company were at whist, ecarte, or 
o&er games c2e la socUU, he would always be in a 
oomer with the Duke of Brunswick, Coimt Isouard, 
Signor Preti, and other chess amateurs. Morphy 
played against the JJuke and the Counts in consultation, 
and, although he almost inyariaUy won, it was no ea^f^ 
matter. 

H. E. H. the Duke of Brunswdck is a thorough 
devotee to Caissa; we never saw him but he was play- 
ing chess with some one or other. We were frequent 
visitors to his box at the Italian Opera ; lie had got a 
chess-board even there, and played throughout the per- 
foimaDce. Onour first visit Norma'' was performed. 
The Duke's box is right on the stage ; so dose, indeed, 

. that you luiijht kiss the prima donna without any 
trouble. Morphy sat with his back to the stage, and 
tiie Duke and Count Isouard fiusing him. Now it must 
not be supposed that he was comfortable. DeetdeSly 
otherwise ; for I have already stated that he is 
passionately fond of music, and, under the circum- 
stances, wished chess at Pluto. The game began and 
went on : his antagonists had heard 2\orma so often 

' that they could, probably, sing it through without 
prompting ; they did not even listen to most of it, but 
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went on disputing mth each other as to their next 
move. Then Madame Peuco^ who represented the 
Druidical priestess^ kept looking towards the box, 
woniioiiiig what was the cause of the excitement 
inside ; little dreaming that Caissa was the only Casta 
Diva the inmates cared about. And those tremendous 
&II0WS9 the ^^Bupes," who ''did'' the Druids, how they 
inarched chuMi the stage, chaunting fire and bloodshed 
a^kinst the iioman host, who, thej appeared to think, 
were inside the Duke's box» 

Some of the pleasantest hours passed by Paul 
Morphy in the French capital were spent at the 
JBaronne de L/s« This lady, who has long ranked as 
one of tiie great beauties of Parisian society, is re- 
nowned as a patroness of the arts. Her firiendship for 
the lamented Pradier has patssed into history, and her 
soZons are the weekly resort of the most celebrated 
seulptorsy painters, and authors of France. And no 
wonder, for thci I>aronne is gloriously merry and witty, 
a true child of the sunny south. A Creole, from the 
Erench West Indies, she immediately took a liking to 
Morphy, '^because/' said she, <<he is another lazy 
Creole like myself;" and she invited all her acquiiint- 
ances to come and see him. She would get Morphy 
opposite her, and St. Amant or Lequesne by her sidie 
to stop her when she was about making too serious a 
mistake, and would play game after game, making us 
all laugh the whole time with her charming anecdotes 
and jeua} ^e»prit. How she would amuse us when she 
declared tliat j^arties and late hours were killing her, 
and that they did kill Jier last seuson^ and yet she was 
always as firesh as a newly plucked rose. When she 
found how fi)nd Morphy was of music, the principal 
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singers from the opera w uuld be present. I remember 
one night slie asked that finest of living baritones, " the 
honey-Toiced" Graziam, to play our hero at the odds 
of the Queen. Signer Ghraadani had caught the general 
enthusiasm, and was applying his leisure moments to 
chess with the energy of a Standigl, and had lately 
been taMng lesaons from Pr^. He at first objected 
to plav, from modesty, but the Baroniie had deternnned 
he should, and she told him that, if he would play a 
game^ Morphy would sing a duo with him afterworda. 
This was a sparkle of her fun, of course ; but Graziaiii 
played, not one, but three games, and he then said : 

If anybody asks me if I understand chess, I shall 
say^ * Oh, yes ; I play sometimes with Mr. Morphy.' 

The United States minister, the Hon. Mr. Mason, 
took a warm interest in his young countryman, occa- 
sionally sitting at the board when Morphy was at play. 
It were scarcely right for the United States govern- 
ment to ap])oint a minister to the Court of the Tuileries 
who is ignorant of chess ; it would be an insult to the 
memory of !Eranklin. 

Morphy's arriyal in Paris, and his domgs at the Cafi$ 
de la Eegonce, soon began to make him much sought 
after. The way in which some folks get lionized in 
the Erench capital is remarkable, and Morphy had to 
submit to it, not merely at the cafe, but even at his 
hotel. We soon found that continued residence at the 
H6td Mewrice would be inconveni^t, for many 
reasons ; and within a day or two of our arrival, had 
located ourselves in the Hotel Bretetiil, at the comer 
of the Rues de Mivoli and du I)auj>hin, where we had a 
magnificent view of the palace and gardens of the 
Tuileries, and were within a stone's throw of the best 
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quarters of Paris aiid the lUgeme. What was our sur- 
prise to learn, subsequently, that Harrwitz wbs residing 
next door to us ; and that Saint Amant had, fbrmerly, 
occupied the very apartments in which we had installed 
ourselves. We had not been long in our new abode 
before Morphy received a visit from the grandson of 
Philidor. They had a lengthy colloquy together, and 
of course Morphy asked his visitor if he played at chess. 
He replied, that he once gave some attention to the 
game, but found that he possessed little aptitude for it, 
and therefore relinquished all further study ; not think- 
ing it right that any one bearing the name of Pliilidor 
should be look upon as a maaette. 

Our hero's installation at the Oa£6 de la Begenoe 
waked up all the slumbering embers of French chess, 
and men who had not been seen for years past came 
back to their early love. The well-known Polish 
amateur, Budzinsky, was amongst these, and Laroche, 
contemporary of Labourdonnais and DeschappeUes. 
Then we found there such players as Mr. Eugene 
Bousseau, of New Orleans, on a visit to his fimiily in 
Paris, and who had been so much . " at home " in the 
cafe in other years. How proud he was of the fame 
and feats of his young fellow-townsman amidst the 
GUlic paladins ! and how desirous he was that Morphy 
sliduld encounter Monsieur Laroche, whose game he 
characterized as sound to a terrible extent, characteriz- 
ing that gentleman as im rude gaiUard.* It was only 
after Mr. Bousseau's departure that Laroche and 
Morphy met, when we found that the former was 
" sound," but the latter " sounder.'' Mr. had not 
been seeA at the Bdgence for a long period ; some told 
us that he was settled in Bayonne, others that he had 
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given up chess altogether: but the appearance in 
4ihe chess heayens ckf this Star of the West^ brought 
him back to the old battle-field^ and no one could 
make CTen games with him but De Eiviere and llarr- 
witz, the Prussian amateur merely winning a amall 
nugoriiy. 

Monsieur Journoud, one of the best kno\^ii imd 
strongest of French plajers^ and a member of the Faria 
Committee of Co-operation on the International 
Tournament of 1851, played upwarda of a dozen games 
at different times \\ith ^Ior])hy ; but though he eame 
very near \^'inning on one or two occasions, our hero 
always wriggled out at last at the right end of iixe 
horn. • Journoud once described his opponent's game 
as disgustingly correct;" Boden speaks of Morphy's 

diabolical steadiness/' which means pretty near the 
game thing. 

De re certainly made the best show against 

Morphy oi all the players in Paris, havmg scored one 
game in good style, and having lost at least one whidk 
he ought to hare gained. He had got his opponent 
into a position which might be termed putting it to 
him/' and Morphy, like the wolf, was— 

Dying in fiileiice, biting baid/^ 

when he made a move to please the gallery." Now 
Morphy never allows liberties to be taken with so 
serious a matter as check mate ; he goes straight to 
the finish himself without fuss or nonsense, and expects 
others to do the same ; he, therefore, worked clear out 
of hia difficulties and forced his opponent ultimately to 
resign, De 'Bmhre was mortified at the result, and 
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states that he went home veiy augry with himself in 
ocmsequence* 

This genldmnan is incontestably the most rising of 

the French players, and will make some amateurs 
tremble for their chess reputation ere long, hi 1851, 
he did not know a movd in the game, so that his 
progress has been rapid ; and as he has not yet reached 
his thirtieth year, it is only probable that he will 
become much stronger ; that is, ii* he will keep up his 
practice^ which is not certain, inasmuch as he has 
lately become " mated " in a manner most agreeable to 
his ieelnigs, and we have heard of ladies who object to 
their lords and masters making love to other nymphs 
— eiven though that nymph be Oajfssa. Let us hope 
that, ill this instance. Pater Famili as. whose intentions 
are str ict 1\ Ii onorable," may be allowed an occasional 
respite &om the cradle and perambulator, and that 

curtain lectures " will not deter him from hot pursuit 
after other men's queens. 

It was soon ibund useless for any one to play Morphy 
even, as he scored almost every game. Meeting 
Monsieur Laroche at the cafe one morning, that 
gentleman asked me why our hero did not otter odds to 
everybody. I replied that no doubt many gentlemen 
would feel hurt at such a proposition being made to 
them, and 1 asked him — " AVould you. play Morphy at 
pawn and move ?" to which he mihesitatingly replied 

Yes." M. Joumoud was sitting beside him, and he 
expressed himself in like manner. On repeating thia 
conversation, Mor^jiiy requested me to inform the 
proprietor of the cate that, in future, he should play 
no one without giving odds ; excepting, however, Herr 
HajTwitz, He was most desirous of again meeting the 



Digitized by Google 



160 



Prussian amateur, the latter having made some ratlier 
peculiar observations yvith regard to their match ; $b, 
for iiiBtanoe, that he had not lost the affiur, Mbrphy 

having coiii:<eiited to aniiul it : that lie was not a match 
player, and played much stronger ofi-hand: that 
Morphy did not beat him by combination^ but by ntiing 
him auij and so forth. But Harrwitz always took eaie 
to keep out of harm's wav, and although Morphy came 
day alter day to th(^ ( nf'e, with the avowed intention of 
meeting him^ Herr M. had always got one or the otiier 
reason for not playing. 

Laroche, Budzinsky, Dovinck, and other leading 
amateurs tried their luck at pawn and move, with no 
better result than contending even. Others tried at 
pawn aTiii tw o, ;i>, i'ur instance, Lequesne, (iuibert, Le- 
crivain, JJeiannoy. Who of my diess readers does not 
know this brilliant writer in the PalamMe/' who has 
kept every body on the broad grin throi^out his 
numerous articles ? He is always fnll of fun and 
sparkling wit, and merrily did he display it with 
Morphy. The first time they played, Delaonoy 
sacrificed piece after piece, in a way to terrify anybody 
but his young antagonist, and certainly seemed to 
occupy a position dangerous to Morphy's peace ef 
mind. The latter made one of his peculiar moyes, 
when Delannoy observed, eyeing the board witli one 
eye, and the spectators with the other — VMa tm 
coup du ban Dieus^* and then making his reply, which 
set our hero reflecting, he added — Et^ m voila ten du 
diaUeJ* But it was all of no use, -and Morphy soon 
turned the tables upon him . M. Delannoy styles him- 
self un €0996 iMquMTf' for he plays as though driving 
spike nails. At the Divan some months since he 
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astonislaed the spectators by breaking one of the pawns, 
when he immediately cried out — " Oh, that's nothing ; 
I break the rooks in Paria." 

Morphy was easily approached by anybody, no 
matter what their strength, and I doubt much whether 
there is any frequenter of the Eigence who did not 
play one or more games with him. As he invariably 
refused to play for any stake, this pleased iliem the 
more, and set thorn making comparisons between him 
and certain others, not at all complimentary to the 
latter. But what pleased them the most of all was 
the quiet imobtrusivencss of his behnAdour, and the 
coui'tesy with which he treated every body. Where 
his skill gained one admirer, his manner made ten 
warm friends. 

Some of my readers may complain that I am lay- 
ing it on rather thick," and ask, <^ Why shouldn't he 
be quiet and unobtrusive I reply that I am not 
to be deterred fi'oin \^Titing what I know to be the 
(having been a witness thereof for several months) 
by any accusation of toadyism. I write what Qeorge 
Walker, Saint- Amant, Lowenthal, and all the chess 
editors ]\lorphy has met, have written before me ; and 
they wrote as I now write, because the circumstance is 
rather ^traordinary. Ghess-players, generally, are a 
class vain and imperious ; and yoimg players, like the 
young of all classes, are apt to be carried away by 
success. Uow few ^ninent amateurs are there who do 
not give themselves certain airs when winning — aye, 
and losing too — ^lollin£T back in their seats, sticking 
their thumbs in their arm-holes, and regarding the 
spectators with a self-satisfied air, as much as to say 
— " There, my boys, what d'ye think of that?" One 
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uidividiial at the lu'gence had long bullied the gallery 
and his antiigoiiists in this manner I No wonder, there- 
fore^ that Morphjr made warm friends of tiioso who 
were Aat man's enemies. 
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MOliPlil GETS UEAT£N. 

" So pleM 70a:«-m have ocnueaitod to aD tenns of reasoiL.**— 

A TEW weeks after the resignation of the matdi by 

llerr Harrwitz, the amateurs of the Regence invited 
Harr Anderssen to \'isit Paris for the purpose of play- 
ing 8 match with Paul Morphy. Our hero originally 
intended making a Tisit to the principal chess dubs of 
Germany, and especially to Berlin, but having been an 
invalid since his arrival iu the i^rench capital, he feared 
to undertake the long journey by rail, and it was in 
consequence of this that the aforesaid invitation w as 
sent. Herr Anderssen immediately replied, that his 
duties as mathematical professor at Breslau presented 
an insurmountable objection to his leaving, but that 
the Christmas vacation would enarble him to meet the 
American player in Paris. 

Morphy said, thereupon, that he should be deprived 
of the pleasure of crossing swords witii the victor in 
the International ToLu-iiameut, inasmuch as he must be 
at home before Christmas. On hearing this, I began 
to talk the matter over quietly with him, asserting that 
lii^ voyage to Europe was useless, if he did not pluj 
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Anderssen. All was of no effect. Morphy did not 
appear to have the slightest ambition, say what I would 
to him. He must be at home in December ; he had 
promised to be there, and home he would go. Very 
well ; Moq)liy and I were at daggers drawn, and ^^-e 
began our fight. He said he would go, aad I said he 
shouldn't. He wanted to know how I could preyent 
him ; I told him that all the clubs in Europe would 
stop hiui. " Very well," answered he, I'll be stronger 
than all Europe.^' BraTO V says I, that's spirited, 
at all events." Says he — says I — says I — says he — and 
Morphy \^ ent to sleep and I to work. 

Without saying a word to anybody, I set to writing 
letters to all the leading Chess Clubs on the Continent 
and in England, inl'orming them of the bad move 
Morphy was about to make, and requesting^ them, in 
the interests of chess, to induce him to remain, until at 
all events he had met Herr Anderssen. Now, the 
mere fact of Morphy staying, as the simple individual, 
was nothing ; but it was something to make sure 
beyond all dispute that he was iu&llibly the best living 
player ; and, in addition, to add many games to the 
finest pages of chess literature. I am happy to state 
that the difierent clubs thought as I did ; so the result 
proved. 

After a week or two, Morphy began receiving letters 
from Amsterdam, Leipsic, Brussels, Berlin, Breslau, 
etc. ; from the London and St. George's Chess Clubs ; 
requisitions signed by the amateurs of the caf^ and 
Cercle de la Eegence, expressing the earnest wish of 
all that he would remain throughout the winter. Herr 
Anderssen wrote him a lengthy epistle, in which he 
assured him he did not think it possible he could leave 
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Europe without playing him^ and adding his voice to 
the general cry. 

Morphy thought he must go. Then the society in 
which our hero was so frequent a visitor began to 
dedare that he really must remain, and it is hard work 
for any rnan to refuse wlien a request is backed by such 
sweet glances as make requests almost commands. 

Our hero was now wavering, and the game was in 
my hands, he not at all sorry if I oould win it. I had 
cue final resource ; a pretty Httle check-iimte with a 
medical man and a certificate. The doctor, calling on 
our patient one day, learned fipm him that he was 
about returning home, whereupon he decbirc l that in 
the then state of his health a winter voyage across the 
Atlantic was not precisely beneficial, and wrote his 
opinion accordingly. This I took, and indosed with 
other matter to his friends in New Orleans, and Mor- 
phy seeing no way out of the diiliculty, ultimately 
surrendered, and I had the satis&ction of hearing him 
declare that he should pass the winter in Paris. There 
was only one person dissatisfied with this. Meeting 
Harrwitz shortly after, I informed him with a benignant 
smile, You will be happy to hear that Morphy has 
decided to pass a few months longer here." ILirrw itz 
replied, with a smile that was not benignant, Then 
Id^. Morphy is not a man of his tvord,'^ 
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The. blood and oonrage that lenowned Aem, 
Bans in joat Terns."— i. Henry F,, Jet /., Se* 8. 

Ths first week in Deoember^ Monsieur de Bm&re re- 
ceived a commuiiitation from Herr Anderssen, an- 
nouncing his approaching arrival in £aiis. A week 
prior to thiS| Morphy had been laid up in bed with a 
serere illness. The rigors of a first winter in northern 
climates had told upon him, and I feared much for the 
result, lie was leeched, and lost a great quantity of 
blood — I told him three or four pints; to which he 
replied, "Then there's only a quart left." He was 
kept very low during a Ibrtnight, and having to lift 
him out of bed some four days before the match with 
the great Prussian master, I found him too weak to 
fctandupon his legs, although in bed he did not feel so 
helpless. For two months ho had had an antipathy to 
chess, and I had experienced the greatest difficulty in 
indudnghimtogototheBdgenceatall. When I would 
ask him at breakfast what he was goin£? to do with 
himself during the day, his immediate reply would be, 
' I am not going to the B^gence/' and he declined 
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invitatioiis if he thought he should be obliged to play 
chess. 

When I brought him the news that Aiiderssen had 
left Bresluu, Herr Majet having written me to that 
effect, Morphy said to me, 1 have a positiye chess 
fever coming oyer me. Owe me the board and pieces, 
and I'll show you some of Anderssen's games." And 
with his astounding memory, he gave me battle after 
battle with different adversaries, variations and all. 

How lie diluted oa a certain i;ame between him and 
Du&etine, in which, though under the mate, he iirst of 
all sacorifices his Queen, and after seven or eight moves 
forces his opponent to redgn, There,*' said Morphy, 
" that shows the uiaster." 

What wonderment he has caused with his omni- 
potent memory t I have seen him sit for hours at the 
Divan and the Eegence, playing over, not merely his 
own battles, but the contests of others, till the specta-< 
tors could scarcely believe their senses. It will be 
remembered by many of my readers, that when Mr. 
Stauntuii published the eight bliudiuld games played 
at Birmingham, he omitted some twenty or thirty of 
the concluding moves in the game with the Bev. Mr. 
Salmon. When we had been two months in Paris, 
Herr Lowenthal wrote me to request that I would 
forward him the remaining moves, as there was a 
desire to have the jparHe complete. It was nearly 
midnight, and Morphy had gone into his bedroom after 
dictating me some games played during the day, and, 
mindful of Uerr L.'s request, I called to him, asking 
whether he was coming back, wh^ he replied that he 
w*as already in bed. I said I .sliuuld be obliged if he 
would let me bring him a board and light, in order that 
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he might dicUite me the requii'ed moves, when he 
« answered, There's no neoessitjr for that : read me over 
what Statmton published, and Fll gi^e jron the re<- 

luaindor/' He called over t^e omitted moves as &8t 
as I could write them dovm. 

Gomg into Morphy's bedroom one morning at ten 
o'clock, who should I fiiul sitting there but Herr 
Anderasen ? He ]);id arrived by a late train the night 
previous, and his first visit was to his young challenger, 
whom he was indeed sorry to find ill in bed, espedaUj 
as his absence from Breslaii was Uuiited to two weeks. 
Mojphj assured him that he should be well enough to 
play the following week ; but Anderssen replied that 
he should not like to commence a match until Morphy 
was in a fit state to undergo the latigue. They then 
agreed that the match should consist of thirteen games ; 
in other words, he should be victor who first scored 
seven ; and, ns neither of them desired any stake Init 
honor, the preliminaries w^e quickly arranged. Trom 
that we got to talking on various subjects, and An- 
derssen informed us, greatly to our surprise, that the 
Grerman papers had published a statement to this effect : 
«Mr. Morphy has finally decided on remaining in 
Europe until spring, in consequence of the pressix^ 
solicitations of his friend, llerr ILiirwitz." How we 
roared I 

This was Anderssen's first visit to the French 
metropolis, and I immediately offered to show him 

some of the lions. So forth we sallied. He was 
desirous of going to the Eegence; but two hoars 
would ebpse before anybody would be there, and in 
the mean time he could see a few public buildings. 

It wab scarcely probable that we could altogether avoid 
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talking about the main object of liis visit ; he told me 
he had only seen a few of Morphy's games^ and asked 
me what vvii.> the opuiiou of the Kt'geiice in reference 
to his style of play. I re[)licd that it was the opposite 
of what they thought in England and Amerioa, charac* 
tensing it as sound rather than brilliant; but that 
there was a rea.son for this, inasmuch the French 
players persisted iu playing close openings. He re- 
pliedy ^^No wonder; no man would willingly expose 
himself to Morphy's thundering attacks," (attciques 
foudroymUes). 

On returning to the Begenee, we found Harrwits, 
who, by-the-bye, is a fellow-townsman of Anderssen, 
and they were at the same school together. The latter 
knew that Harr^itz stated that he beat him the ma- 
jority of games, and he was most desirous i£ proving 
the fallacy of the assertion, and immediately proposed 
an encounter. This was accepted, and out of six 
games, played on iive different occasions, Anderssen 
won tibree, Harrwitz one, and two were drawn. After 
that, little doubt existed as to which was the stronger 
player, and when, just before leaviug Pai'is, Anderssen 
was complimented on this result, he said, Oh^ there 
is but one Morphy in the world/' 

On the day of Anders sen's arriyal, Morphy told his 
medical adviser that he must get him well enough to 
commence the match on the following Monday. The 
doctor said it all depended upon his feeling sufficiently 
strong to midergo the fatigue, when his patient replied, 
that what he feared was a hard battle, exhausting him 
too mueh to continue the struggle next day. On 
the doctor's adyiee, he consented to phiy the match 
in the hotel, so as not to undergo the fatigue of 
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moving, and it was arranged that only such as were 
specially in yited should be present, but that the 

moves should be Ibnvaitled every liall'-iiGur to the 
Itegence. 

The Saturday before the oommencemait of the 
match, HarrwitE performed his feat of playing eight 

biiiidluld games, simultaneously, at the ruuiiis of the 
Cercle, only subscribers of five iraiica or upwards 
being admitted. Herr Harrwitz had fixed upon seren 
o'clock in tlie evening as the time for comnieiiciiig j 
and I, like many others, had advised him to choose an 
earlier hour, or he woidd not get through till long past 
midnight. He replied, that he should finish in firom 
four to five hours ; he kiit w this positively, because 
he had been rehearsing ibr the occasion but the re«- 
Bult proved how much he was mistaken, as he did not 
get through till near sunrise. His antagonists were 
mainly rook or rook and kiught players; Signor Preti, 
the weakest of Morphy's blindfold opponents, being 
incomparably the strongest. Herr Anderssen, who 
was present, assured me that many of the players left 
pieces en prise, as though designedly ; and that, beyond 
the fiMst of seeingthe boards in his mind's eye, Harr- 
witz proved nothing by his exertions. The strangest 
afiair in connection with this display is, that although 
Harrwitz edited a chess column in the Monde Illustri, 
he never gave a single one of his blindfold games, nor 
w ould lit permit any to be made public. 

Herr Harrwitz was perfectly in the right when en- 
deavouring to emulate Paul Morphy. But the folks 
at the Eegence ridiculed what they called aping his 
superior, and many were the squibs got ofi* at his ex- 
pense. One, the most popular of all, was as ibUows : 
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** Tu A^eux singer Moq)h v, joucr i)henomenal ; 
Jeime imprudent^ tu forces ta nature. 
En vain ta te poses en original, 
Tu n'en es que la caiicatore." 

Not compUmentaiyy certainly. 

On Mondaj morning, I got Morphy out of bed for 

the first time since his iUiiess, and, at noon, assisted 
him into the room where the match was to come off. 
*No time was lost in getting to work, and, within five 
minutes of his entering, as many moves had been 
played. Our hero had first move, and ventured the 
Evans* gambit, which he lost, aiter s&fm hours' fight- 
ing, and upwards of seventy moves. I noticed that 
he was restless throughout the contest, which was 
only to be expected alter having been so long in bed, 
and without nourishment. 

Mor])hy was charmed vrith Anderssen's defence 
throughout, and has irequently cited it as an admirably 
conducted strategy. It proved to him that the Evans' 
is indubitably a lost game for the first player, if the 
defence be careftilly played ; inasmuch as the former 
can never recover the gambit pawn, and the position 
supposed to be acquired at the outset cannot be main- 
tftbed. 

He did not appear much fatigued after his exer- 
tions, and next morning he had visibly improved in 
appearance. Anderssen, now having ihe move, played 
out his king's pawn and knight, and Morphy supposed 
he too was going to have a tiuii at the Evans'. No 
fluch thing ; he played that disgusting arrangement, 
tihte Buy Lopez ; but it only came to a drawn game, 
our hero believiufif he himself could have won it, had 
he played properly at the end. The third day Morphy 
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luuked hiinsetf again, his complexion being clear, and 
hifl ejres sparkling with all their Creole brilliancy. He 
thought he should like to have a turn at the Buy 
Lopez also, and dashed away at sueli a iLirious rate, 
that Anderssen resigned in a ibw minutes over the 
hour, some twenty-one moves havmg heen. played^ 
Anderssen immediately asked if he would commence 
another game forthwith, and IMorphj consented ; this 
iburth contest being also a Eiiy Lopez, but ending 
likewise in the discomfiture of the Prussian champion. 
And this partie was the last we saw of B, L. during 
the struggle. 

Morphy now scored the fifth, sixth, and seventh 
games, tiius having won five consecutively. The eighth 
was a draw ; the ninth he carried off in seventeen 
moves ; the tenth, played immediately ailer, Anders- 
sen marked in seventy-seven. As tiie Professor was 
leaviiio:, he said to me, in his quiet, fimny way, " Mr. 
Morphy wins his games in Seventeen moves, and I in 
Seventy. But that is only natural." The eleventh 
parHe Morphy scored, thus winning the match ; having 
only lost two games and drau'n two. 

Immediately after each day's play, Herr Anderssen 
would walk straight to the B^gence for the purpose of 
expediting repoi^s of the same to his fiiends in Leipsic 
and Berlin. There were always crowds to meet liini, 
and to assure him he could have won, and ought not 
to have lost ; but the Professor smiled at them incre* 
dulously. I have heard him tell them, " Dites cela k 
M. Morphy," (Tell that to Mr. Morphy), over and 
over again. One individual, who, firom the beginning, 
had questioned Morphy's superioriiy — ^though he had 
been beaten by hnu in the proportion of 7 to 1 — told 
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the Professor, in tiie presence of a crowd of amateurs : 
** You are not playing anything like so well as with 
Dufiresne.*' — ^"No,** replied Anderssen, "Morphy won^t 
let lae f and he added, " It is no u.^e stru^e^ling against 
him, he is like a piece of machinery which is sure to 
' come to a certain conclusion." On another occasion, 
he said : " Mr. Morphy always plays, not merely the 
best, but the Yevy best move, and if we play the move 
only approximately correct, we are sure to lose. I^o- 
body can hope to gain more, than a game, now and 
then, from him." And, in reply to a question of Mon- 
sieui' de Riviere, he said, in my hearing : " It is impos- 
sible to play chess better than Mr«r Morphy ; if there 
be any diiBference in strength between him and Labour- 
donnais, it is in his favor." 

I have never seen a nobler-hearted player than Herr 
Anderssen. He would sit at the board, examining the 
fnghtftd positions into which Morphy had forced him, 
until his whole &ce was radiant with admiration of 
bis antagonist's strat^, and, positively laughing out- 
right, he would commence resetting the pieces for 
another game, without a remark. 1 never heai d Imn 
make a single observation to Morphy complimentary 
of his skiU ; but, to others, he was loud in admiration 
of the young American. 

After the match was over, the two antagonists played 
six off-hand games, aU gambits, Anderssen winning 
one, and Morphy five. These also came off at the 
Hotel Breteuil, and were rattled away inside of three 
hours. 

The gallery of spectators who witnessed this great 
contest between the champions of the Old World and 

the New, was select, if not numerous. There were 
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present, almost eonstiiiitlv , iSaint-Amant, De BiTi^Te, 
Journoud, Carliju, Freti, Grosboulogue, Lequesne. and 
one or two others ; andamongst the occasional Tisiton 
were Counts Gasabianca and Bastoroty H. Devmck^ 
the Paris correspoiident of the N, Y, Times ^ and anj 
of our hero's countrymen who desired to be present. 
One ni^ty after the day's battle was oyer, Morphy 
and I were sitting in our room, chut ling together, 
when an immense stranger appeared, and announced 
himself as follows : — I am Prince Galitzin ; I wiah 
to see Mr. Horphy." Morphy looked up from a /au- 
tmil in which he was buried, and replied, " I am he.'* 
The Prince answered, "It is not possible ! you are too 
yoimg and then he seated himself by Morphy's side, 
and told him, " I first heard of vour wonderful deeds 
on the frontiers of Siberia. One of my suite had a 
copy of the chess paper published in Berlin, the 
SektuJizdbmgf and ever since that time I haye been 
wanting to see you.** And he told our hero that he 
must pay a visit to St. Petersburg; lor the Chess 
Club in the Imperial Palace would receive him with 
enthusiasm. I did not hear Morphy promise to go, 
however. 

But to return to Auderssen. The Professor came 
and went away in a hurry, his yacations only lasting 

two weeks. As he wished ns good-by, he said slily 
to Morphy, " They won't be pleased with me at Berlin, 
but I shall tell them, <Mr. Monphy will come 
here.*** 

After the conclusion of the match, I pointed out to 
Herr Anderssen certain remarks on his play in the 
lUuHmted London News, in which the writer observed, 
This is not the play of the victor cf the Tournament 
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of '51/' He replied, Oh, we know Mr. Staunton ; 
in 1851 hifl opinions of my play were not very high, 

and he lost not by my skill, but because he was ill. 
Mr* btaimton always has two meaimigs^ — ^one which he 
writeBy and one which he keeps to himself/' 
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MOEPHI AJS'D M02»'GllEDIEy. 

** But I did see him do gallant scnice." 

K, Henry Aci IlL^ Sc. 6. 

Afteb Anderssen's departure, Paul Morphj declared 
he would plaj no more e\ en matches, and, ceil^ainly, 
his resolve was justified hj the unheard of manner in 
which he had walked over all opponents. There are 
but two players who do not confess the inutility of 
contending against Iiim on even terms — ^Messrs. Staun- 
ton and Harrwitz; but then the former would not 
fight, and the latter fought and ran away ; so that their 
opinions, with ree:ard to themselves and IMorphj, are 
somewhat damaged by circumstances. The opinions 
of these two gentlemen are, in &ict, peculiar one 
towards the other; Mr, Harrwitz declaring that he 
can give Mr. Staunton the odds of pawn and move ; 
and Mr. S., that he also can afford the same advantage 
to the Fmssian player. But no man in fiis senses 
believes either of tliLin. 

Morpby now determined to offer the pawn and move 
to Herr Harrwitz, and forthwith challenged him to the 
contest, but the latter respecfefuDy declined, on the 
grounds that he considered himself quite as good a 
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player as his challenger. Modest, was it not ? espe- 
cdallf just after their late match, and the same quipeut 
maimer in which the Prussian had shown his heels 
before its conclusion? Morplij felt so much desire to 
play this proposed match, that he even oliered to find 
stakes to back his antagonist, but all to no purpose. 
One or two croakers expressed their opinion that 
Morphy would r^carcely get a game if the affair cauie 
off, when our hero replied — " If I do not beat him, he 
will at all events have to work hard for the odd 
game." 

Harrwitz hav ing declined all further risk, there now 
remained little to be accomplished, aud Morphj for- 
sook the Bogence and seemed to have taken a positive 
aversion to chess. There was, however, one more 
adversary to be overcome ; one, who, like Anderssen, 
sought out our hero in the Erench capital, and threw 
do\^ii his gauntlet, which was immediately taken up. 
IMr. Mongredien, the President of the London Chess 
Club, made the journey to Paris expressly to remind 
Paul Morphy that before his departure fi^m England, 
he had promised to play a match with liiu, ;uul he now 
annoimced himself as ready for the encomiter. Mr. 
Mongredi^ had no idea of vanquishing his youthful 
foe, but in addition to the pleasure of a tilt with him, 
he was desirous of seeing by liow much Morphy could 
beat liim. 

The contest came off at Mr* Mongredien's rooms in 
the Hotel du Louvre, Messrs. St. Amant and Eivicre 
being the only strangers present. The first game, 
admirably played by Mr. M. resulted in a draw, and 
then Morphy scored seven parties one aflber the othei*, 
which constituted him victor. The third game, beauti- 
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fully manAged throughout by Mr. Mongrediea, slipped 
from Us grasp after nine or ten hours' struggle, 

because of hi^ not pk}Tng the very best move ; Morpliy 
stepped in at the lucky inonieiit and the day was his. 
I can easily understand that Mr. Mongredien was 
exhausted after so many hovirs' intense application ; 
Morphy never tires, and no anioujit of continuous 
sitting will ever influence his play* I have seen him 
flit down, in New York, at 9 A.H., and beat one 
ainagonist after another until pavst midni<^ht, for many 
successive days, yet without weakening his play in the 
least; and when Paulsen would take half an hour on a 
move, an hour over the succeeding one, and, on a 
certain occasion, reached tlie unparalleled liniit of two 
hours/ Morphy sat calmly looking on, \^*ithout the 
slightest evidence of impatience. Before Mr. Staunton 
declined Morphy challenge, I was frequently amused 
by gentlemen who knew the former well, but knew 
little of the latter, expressing the opinion that the 
English player wotdd tire out his youthful challenger, 
and \^dn bv p]a\Tjig " a waiting game." I laughed 
lieartily at their fears, for I knew Morphy could sit 
out Staimton and the late Mr. Williams one after tiie 
other. And I think my readers must also be satisfied 
of this, remembering Moi'phy's ten hours' blindfold play 
at Paris, without taking even a glass of wcUer, and in 
hodihf pain, too. 
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S£0OirD YI8II TO ENGLAND^ ANi) DEf^BTVAE. 

** Grant him there ; there seen, 
Heave him away upon your winged thonghts, 
Athwart the sea," — K, Henry F,, Act V., Chorus. 

Attsb the conclusion of the match with Mr. Mon- 

gredien, Paul Morphy lost all seeming relish for chess, 
and cut the B^ence and the game entirely. Such 
neglect did not suit Monsieur Lequesne, who soon 
organized a, tournament of a no^ el description at the 
the caSiy in which all the pronunent irequenters of the 
place took part* The object was to obtain fiinds with 
which to cSer an mtertamment to tiie young American^^ 
previous to his departure from the French capital ; 
each contestant paying an entrance fee. In this new- 
&8hioned toumayy there were fiye different classes^ 
composed as follows :— 

1. Even Players. 4. Knight Players. 

2. Pawn and Move Players. 5. Book Players. 

3. Pawn and Two Players. 

In each section there would, neoessarily, be a 

winner, and it was arnuiged that the five champions 
should each play against our hero^ the even players 
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recei\ iiig pa\^Ti and move from him, and so on through 
the diiferent grades. The knight class would, there- 
fore> receive the rook, and the last section, the rook 
and a knight. Cireuni stances, how ever, prevented the 
tf^ui^nanieut'b completion, Mr. Morphy being called 
suddsnly home. 

The day before his departure from . Paris, the fre- 
q^uenters of the Regenee gave him a farewell enter- 
tainment, at which .Saint Amant presided. All the 
leading French players were present, and, amongst 

them, the ineinbers of the old Cerde des Echecs : the 
proceedings terminating with placing a laurel crown on 
Monsieur Lequesne's bust of the young champion. 
This was Morph/s apotheosis, and he forthwith 

departed for another and a better world *' — vid 
London and Liverpool. 

Paul Morphy's second visit to our metropolis was 
of a short duration, and he played no matches during 
that period. But it was not so in reference to blindlbld 
displays, for he encountered eight antagonists, simul- 
taneously, at the London, and again at the St. George's ; 
each chib giving him, subsequently, a diiiner. On the 
former occasion his adversaries — the strongest he ever 
encountered — ^were as follows : — 

1. Mr. Walker. 5. Mr. Mongredieu. 

2. „ Slous. 6. „ Med lev. 

3. „ Greenaway. 7, „ Claude, 

4. „ Jaossens. 8. ,« Jones. 

The contest lasted seven hours, and the residt was, 
Morphy vanqLuished Messrs. Maude and Jones, and 
drew the games with the remainder. 

The following week, he obliged the St. George's 

with a ^lilar display, his auliigonists being ; — 
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1. Lord Oemorne. 6. Mr. Wornill. 

2. Captain Kennedy. 6. „ Cunningham. 

3. Mr. ii. G. Cattley. 7. „ Thrupp. 

4. Lord Anhur Hay. 8. „ Banies. 

On this occasion, the contest lasted five hours, and 
was followed by a dinner, in which nearly all the 
members of this iloiuishing West End Club took 
part. 

Morphy had not quite got througli yet. There 
was JdLerr Lciwenthars new establishment, the 8t. 
James's, which oould not be passed over in silence, 
and o«p hero then undertook a contest in which he 
played against five of the strongest amateurs, simul- 
taneously, with sight of the board. The gentlemen in 
question were Messrs. Lowenthal, De Siviire, Boden, 
Barnes and Bird. The contest was prolonged over 
six hours, with the following result: — ^JVlorphy beat 
Bird and De Bivi^re, lost with Barnes, and drew 
against Lowenthal and Boden. 

Besides these displays, Paid Morphy engasfed in 
numerous single-handed encounters with prominent 
London Amateurs. Playing two games wii^ Herr 
Lowenthal, eadi won one, and . he lost a partis with 
Mr. Medley at pawn and move. He frequently met 
the well-known amateur, Mr. WorraU, giving that 
gentleman the advantage of a knight, and beating him 
out of all proportion, the last eleven games being 
scored as follows : — Morphy 9, "Worrall 2, 

And now that Paul Morphy has returned to the 
Western Continent, he leaves a darkness in our chess 
firmament, m w hen a meteor has flashed across the 
heavens and departed. 
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Akb now that the battles are over, and the campaigns 
of this " Attila the destroyer" concluded, let us count 
the killed and woimded. 



Morphy, 19, 
" 10, 
5, 

2, 
2, 
6, 
1, 

4, 



« 
«( 

it 

*< 
« 
fi 



m ENGLAOT). 

Match Gakes (Eveii> 
Moiphy, 9. Lowcnthal, 3. Drawii| 2. 

FxYTS AND Mom 
Moiphy, 5. ^ Alter/' 0. Diawn, 2. 

Ofi^-hakd Gambs. 

Barnes, 7, 

. Bird, 1, 
Boden 1, 

. Hampton, 0, 

Kipping, 0, 

. Lowe, 0, 

• Loweuthaly 1 . 

. Medley Of . 

MoDgredieiiy Oy 
. « Alter » I, . 

Fawv a»b Movx. 
Moiphy, 0. Medlejy 1. Diawn» 0. 



Drawu^ 0 



4« 

M 

4< 

M 
«< 
« 



0 
3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
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Consultation Games. 



Staunton and Alter," 0. Mon^hy and Barnes, 2. Drawn, 0. 
lioWenthal and Medley, 0. Morphy and Mongredien, 0. 
Drawn, 1. 

Lowenthal, Mongredien, and Medley, 0. Morphy, Walker, 
Greenaway, 0. Drawn, 1. 



Morphy beat Lord Lyttelton, Doctors Sahnon and Freeman, 
Messrs. Bhodes, Wills and Carr ; drew against Mr. Aveiy, and 
lost Iba game with Mr. Kipping. 

Eight Games Bi^uaxPOLD at tkk Lokdon Club. 

Morphy beat Messrs. Maude and Junes, and drew against 
Messrs. Walker, Slous, Mongredien, Medley, Greeuaway, and 
Janssens. 

Eight Games Blindfold at the ^T. GEOliGE S, 

Morphy beat Lord Cremome, Captain Kennedy, Messrs, H. G. 
Cattley; Worrall, CunTiinaham, and Thmpp^ and drew against 
Lord Arthur Hay and Mr. Barnes. 

Fnns Games Simultanbouslt with Sight of the BotARDs. 

Morphy beat Messrs. T'ird and l)e Riviere, lost with Mr. 
Barnes, and drew against Herr Lowcutlial and Boden. 

In addition to the above score there were many contests at odds, 
which it is iinnecesiiaiy to mention j Morphy being ahnost invari- 
ably successfuL 



Eight Games Blindfold at BiBumGnAM. 



IN FBANCE. 



Match Games* 



Morphy, 7, 
" 5, 
7, 



Anderssen, 2, . 
Harrwitz, 2, 
Mongredien, 0, 



Drawn, 2 
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PAUL lIOEPUr. 



Morpbr, 5, 
2, 



« 
U 



*f 

0, 

12, 

5, 
*■ 



Off-hakd Qames (Even). 

Andeisseiig • 
. Baacber, 0, 

BudzinflkT, 0, . 
• Harrwitz, 1, 

Journcmd, 0, . 
. Laroche, 0, 

De Hivi^re, I, . 



Drawn, 0 
• " 0 
. " 0 
« 0 
. « 0 

. « 1 



Morphy, 12, 
2, 

« 1. 
" 3, 



Odub of Pawn and Move. 

Bndzinskj, 2, . 
. Devinck, 0, 
Gilbert, o, 

. I^oclie, 0, 



Drawn, 1 
« 2 

, " 0 
" 3 



Moq>hy, 4, 
0, 

2, 



u 
« 



Morpliy, 2, 
** 0, 
" 5, 



5, 



Odds or the Pawn and tm o Moves. 

Dclannoy, 0, *. 
. Sbrmann, Of 
Lecrivaln, 2, 

Mande, 0, 
Consultation Games. 

Saint Amaiit an l lA-qucsnc, 0, . 
l)c riivuVo Joiimoud, 1, . 
Puki' ] >i i!:i<wick. Counts Casa- 

In'niu a and Isouanl, 0, 
Dnkii ot i^runswick aad Count 
Isonard, 0, . . . . 



Drawn, 0 
*• 1 

. " 0 
" 1 

. ** 0 



Drawn, 2 
0 



it 



0 



BiJNDFOLD GaM£S. 

Morphy beat Messrs. Bancher, Bierwirth, Bomcmann, Potier, 

Preti, and Scgiiin, and drew the games with Messrs, Gnibcrt and 
Lcqiicsne. 

At Versailles, IMorphy, playinjjc blindfolded, won ajj:ainst Mon- 
sie^iv Ch:uii()uillct and tlic Versailles Chess Club playing together 
against him, in consultation. 
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liOBPHY'S 80OBE IK EITSOFS 



Out of 158 Even Garnet, played against the leading EoropeBil 
ttmatenrBy Pteil Morpliy won 122, lost 22, and drew 14. 

In 34 contests at Pawn and Move, be won 23, lost 3, and drew 8. 

Encuimtcrinf? adversaries to whom he ^avo Pawn and Two 
Mows, he won 14 camcs, lost 2, aiul drew 2. 

Out oi 33 Biindjoid Games, Morphj won 21, drew 11, and only 
lost I. 

In 20 Consultation Garnet, lie won 14 times, lost but 1, and 
drew 5. 

I should like to say something on the abore score, 
but feel quite inoompetent to the task. I can merely 

state tli^il lio player who ever lived i^uf whom we know 
any thing), can produce suck a catalogue of victories. 
Surely, it is not too much to declare, on the authority 
of so mudh proof, that 

MOBFHT OAK OITB PAVK AKD MOTE TO XVEBT 



Yalxdictobt. 

Paul Morphy has vanquished the paladins of the 
Old and New Worlds, and vaulted into the veiy throne 
of Labourdonnais and Philidor. 

Is not this indeed a victory for him, — a triumph for 
his countrymen? Shall not this youth be esteemed 
worthy of all honor, who, without experience, has, by 
his own marvellous genius, eclipsed tiie brightness of 
those stars, which have flashed in the chess Armament 
before him? 
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186 ■ PACL MOEPHT. 

* 

Chess rnaj be but a game, a pastime, a relaxation ; , 
but Chess has afe times absorbed tiie fuultifli of Ae, 
intdlectafll in ever}- dime; it nmnben amongst its 

amateurs the greatest names of battle-fields and 
throues; it tells of warriors, poets, painters, sculptoi% 
statesmoi asad divines ; it possesses a Uleratiire and 
language of its own; it makes enemies friends, and 
finds a temple on the ocean, in tiie ibrtress, and hj the 
peao^iil fireside. 

And long as ehess shall last, Paul Mor][3hy*3 name 
will be as a lluusukold Wurd," and deeds be held 
in lasting memorj. 



THE E>'1). 



A. P. aUAW, rUlSTEJi,, 10, BOLT COLlil, t LLLI aiREET, LONDON. 
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